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Hope you had a Merry Christmas as
we get ready to jump into 2018! It is
time for some changes to take place
in GWRRA’s structure. Region D is
officially closed. The Region team
have made many friends in Michigan
and we won’t be forgetting any of
them! Some of the changes you will
notice at first will have to do with
newsletters. This is the last Michigan
District newsletter you will see in this
format. It will be replaced with an
information packed bulletin containing any and all the information that
needs to be passed down from district to your chapter officers and in
turn to the members. And District
Rider Ed will be providing an article to
all the chapters to be included in all
chapter newsletters. We can’t wait to
see what Brent & Sandy Blackburn,
our District Ride Coordinators come
up with as far as organized group
rides that will include all chapters as
well as members who don’t participate with a chapter at all. They will
be coordinating all this to provide all
members more options to participate
in group rides! YES! It’s all about the
ride!
Is your membership number
252217? This is the last month for

the $25 prize to the lucky member who
finds their number and calls us. You have
until January 15th to call us if your
membership number is - 252217! Sorry
to say that The winning number for the
November newsletter was #166294 and
belongs to John Drozdowski from Chapter C. You missed it by a phone call!
Again is your membership number
252217? Just give us a call and you can
collect the $25 prize!
The 2017 Road Safari was very popular
and considered a great success. For
those of you who participated and made
enough stops to get a T-Shirt we will
have it ready at Wingless Weekend along
with the 2018 Road Safari passport
books. We have heard from many that
they are ready to do it all again so if you
missed it you will have the opportunity to
participate in 2018!
Before you know it Wingless Weekend
will be here! Get your registrations in!
We will get the schedule posted very
soon and share it via email and the website. We look forward to all the great
chapter skits. Has your chapter got one
lined up yet? We can’t wait to see it…
Hopefully your chapter COY will be
there to represent your chapter as well.
We can’t wait to meet them and select
the 2018 District COY! I.O.Y. TOO!
Not to end on a sad note but we are
missing more than a few members who
have passed on lately. But very thankful
for the times we had with them.
Have a SAFE & HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Ken & Patti Kintner,
Michigan District Directors

DATE

EVENT

CHAPTER

LOCATION

February 2-3rd

Ohio—Cabin Fever

Ohio District

Mohican Lodge

February 9-10th

Indiana—Winter Rendezvous

Indiana District

Shipshewana, IN

March 9-10th

Wingless Weekend

Michigan—District

Houghton Lake, MI
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want to join. It is up to us, the current members,
to ensure the future of the Association. Let’s not
let it end on our watch.
Pam and I want to wish everyone a Safe and
Happy New Year.
And remember to get your registrations in for
Wingless Weekend.
Tim & Pam Hanson
District Membership Enhancement Coordinators
2017 District Couple of the Year
It hasn’t been easy this last year, trying to come
up with two different articles each month. One for
our Chapter newsletter and one for the District
newsletter. Well, starting next month, I’ll only have
to come up with one article. That will be for our
Chapter, because this will be our last District newsletter. One of the changes, that start in January,
will be no more District newsletter. Ken will be
sending out a bulletin each month to the Chapter
Directors with any information that might need to
be passed on to the members. If there is any Membership Enhancement information to send out to the
members, it will come through us to the Chapter
Directors. Same thing with information from the
other Directors. Since a lot of things are sent out
through email, if you know of anyone that doesn’t
have internet access, please try to make sure that
they also get any information that is coming out.
As I asked of all Chapter MEC’s at the Officers
meeting, I’m also asking all Members, everyone
needs to try to recruit 1 new member this next
year. We really need to try to grow the membership
here in Michigan. We have lost to many good members over the last few years. I understand that people get older and stop riding or move away. And we
have had many members pass away over time. If
you know of someone that rides, they don’t have to
be on a Goldwing, and might enjoy being involved
with a Chapter, invite them to a Gathering or group
ride. It doesn’t hurt to ask someone to join us. If
you have a Motorsports Dealership in your area, go
in and ask them if you could put out some of the
Membership Tri Folds and even post any fliers of
upcoming events. If we can get more of the riding
public to join us at a Chapter or District event, they
will see how much fun we have and maybe
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What has happened to this year? We’re not
sure where it has gone, but we are looking forward to a new and exciting New Year. As you
know, there are changes on the horizon, and we
encourage you (if you have not already done so),
to visit the GWRRA University website at
www.gwrradot.com and look the new training
section. You will find a lot of good information.
One of the areas we would like you to check out
is the list that contains the modules. There have
been some changes made; the list is broken into
categories. “Ride” lists the riding modules.
“Lead like you ride” lists modules that provide
tools to have fun and lead (not just for Chapter
teams). “Live like you ride” are life skills modules. We encourage you to check these out and
let us know if you would like to have one presented.
Just remember - you are never too old to learn
something new.
We wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.
Rick and Joy Hebner, District Trainers
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Individual Couple & Chapter of the Year
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At Wingless Weekend you will be able to purchase
the 2018 Michigan Road Safari Passport Book! The
officers from each section picked out 4 new locations for you to visit during the 2018 riding season. So it will contain 16 new locations . Our new
“Ride Coordinator” position will be planning some
group rides to help you get to those destinations
right here in Michigan.
Bob & Marcia Kinsey, South East Section ADD

Hello Frosty Friends of the North and our Snowbirds to the South,
By the time you read this, Christmas and New
Year’s Day will have gone by in a flurry of activities we hope you enjoyed with family and
friends. For some of our members, those get
togethers were bittersweet this year as we celebrated the life of some great members who went
on ahead of us. But, celebrate we must; because those members were truly dedicated to the
spirit of our Goldwing motto. We truly mourn the
recent loss of Connie, Randy and Colleen. However, if their goal was to inspire others with their
selfless volunteerism, we can consider them accomplished in their mission.
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As the new year rolls in, we want to reflect on
what we have accomplished here in the North Section. Not ‘we’, as in your assistant directors, but ‘we’
as in the membership. Some chapters have steadfastly stood together with as few as four active members meeting on a consistent basis. Tired leaders
have stepped back up, new ones took over and some
chapters have grown. The Northern section was host
to all the major events for Michigan district this past
year. Not only did we host Wingless and the District
rally, but also the Region rally. Sadly, it was the first
and last combine rally event, but less commitments
will allow for more ride time.
More ride time is exactly what will be planned as
we move forward toward spring and a new riding season. Phil and I have created a new position within
our section, and we think you will approve. This new
volunteer position will certainly take some of the
pressure off of your chapter’s Ride and Event Coordinators, if your chapter is lucky enough to have people
in those positions. For those chapters that don’t have
the manpower, this will be a great help to you by
providing FUN, interesting rides and events combined
into one outing. We are pleased that Neil Feikema
and Susie Hartley have agreed to step up as Section
Ride and Event Coordinators.
Together, we have mapped out a centrally located
area that is easily accessible to all of our section
chapters, looked at all the major dates to work
around them, and will coordinate events around the
state with the opportunity to hit some of the Safari
rides along the way. A few times, we will meet
around the South Boardman/Kalkaska/Fife Lake area
and picnic, visit an attraction or take an extended
ride. Maybe we’ll just hang out at a roadside rest and
practice our Motorist Awareness skills by simply talking to passersby. Who knows, but with those two at
the helm, it will be interesting to say the least.
Speaking of Motorist Awareness, you should all be
thinking ahead to May and what you might do to promote Motorcycle safety, and promote your chapter’s
existence in the meantime. There’s some great opportunities out there to let the public know who we
are and what we stand for. Newspaper and radio
spots are there and usually free for public safety announcements. Check with your local road commission and see if it is possible to wash traveler’s windshields at a roadside park. Put some safety pamphlets out at the local insurance agencies. Whatever
you do, just make sure it is FUN!
Happy New Year everyone; let’s make 2018 a year
of growth for the North. Lead by example, share in
some fun and make some new friends.
Your Friends for FUN, Safety and Knowledge,
Phil and Char Smock
Newsletter and pictures to glasscardinal@yahoo.com
Business and forms to pcsford@yahoo.com
Phil - 989-737-6533

tell horror stories about the rides and spread fear.
If you spend too much time with them you have a
very disappointing experience and they may even
keep you from doing the activities you want to do.

I was reminded recently that I still needed to
write an article for the December Michigan District Newsletter. From what I understand this
will be my last article, but I will remain in contact with all of the chapters in my section and
will still be around for anyone else who wants to
get in touch. I was trying to decide what to
write about with the holidays just around the
corner and a new year within sight. Life sure
seems to be in constant motion and always going faster than what we want it to.
With the year winding down I was reminiscing
about family and friends from my youth. I was
told a long time ago by my grandma that life is
like a rollercoaster that you have your ups and
downs and twists and turns, but it all smoothes
out at the end and goes by way too fast. As a
young adult a friend told me that she thought
life was like a Merry-go-round as she just went
round and round in circles and didn’t seem to go
anywhere. After all these years I have come to
the conclusion that life is a lot more than either
of these.
I think life is like a trip to an amusement park.
Some people pick rides like the roller coaster
and merry-go-round and others get on rides like
the tea cups or scrambler and zoom all over the
place and get all mixed up. Some people pick
rides like the Model T cars that run on the track,
wanting to experience excitement and freedom,
but never fully realizing that they have no control over where they go. While others ride as
many rides as possible and are the first ones to
jump at the chance to try something new.
Some people just go to the park to watch everyone else, but never get on a ride. They love to
hear the stories of what others experienced and
will even encourage them to do more while they
themselves live vicariously through others, but
are there to help out when needed.
Then you have those that go to the park complain about the crowds, prices and lack of things
to do. They don’t take part in anything and
grumble about the risks others are taking. They
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I’m sure we can add more categories to this if we
really took the time to think about it. This is my
simple analogy just to give you something to think
about in the New Year. What you make of your trip
to the park is your choice. I hope you start your
trip with a fun weekend at Wingless weekend. It
will be like going to the amusement park without
the long lines for the rides.
However my wish for you in the New Year is that
you spend your time in a positive manner, encouraging others, laugh, help when needed, have fun,
offer help even before you’re asked, taking some
risks, share with others and have the best time of
your life. Enjoy the amusement park!
Hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Safe New Year!
Cheryl and Randy Wiggins
MI-ADD Western Section

Merry Christmas, from the East Central Section,
As we get ready to celebrate Christmas and reflect
back thru the year we remember all those we have
lost family and Friends alike and all the great memories we have with them. And we are so grateful for
the love and friendship we shared with them all. It
adds to the reason we love being part of such a
great Association as the GWRRA with all the Camaraderie and Fun it is truly Priceless!
We have began work on Wingless Weekend and are
sure it going to be great! Have you made your reservations? It’s a great time to just kick back and chat
with old friends, make some new ones. Take a dip in

the pool. And have some fun where else can you
be your favorite cartoon character you’re not going to want to miss out on the fun.
Plus you can start to plan on some of the great
ride’s you’ll be taking this upcoming season. Pam
and I already have a few in mind. We plan on using our Motorcycle Camper more in 2018. We also
would like to get to a few more stops on the Road
Safari seeing we didn’t make it to any of them
last season.
So make your reservations and come to Houghton
Lake and Have Some FUN!!!!!!!!!!!!! You’ll be glad
you did.
We wish you a MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY
NEW YEAR!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Rob & Pam Robinson
Assistant District Directors
Vendor Coordinators
Michigan East Central Section
Rob-248-255-5859 bjr365@comcast.net
Pam-248-255-5860 pjr365@gmail.com

The Future
Rider Education is looking toward the future. The
responsibility for the Rider Education Program happens here, with us as your District Educators. We
are here to keep the Chapter Ride Coordinators up
to date on Rider Education, starting with a monthly
newsletter article that we will be sending them to
include in their chapter newsletters. And as always,
with no changes whatsoever, we will continue to
promote the Rider Education program. We will continue to report chapter activity through open
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communication with the District Ride Coordinator
and the District University Coordinator as we will
no longer be receiving monthly reports from the
chapter educator (former)/ride coordinator
(starting January 1, 2018). We will continue to
process Rider Levels paperwork for everyone in
Michigan; our address is 1498 Sand Beach Road,
Bad Axe, MI 48413-8718. We will continue to be
responsible for Rider Course implementation with
the help of our Rider Course Coordinator, Rick Andreen, and Medic First Aid with the help of our MFA
Coordinator, Gary Williams.
Not so many changes after all—nothing to be anxious about!
National Office has requested at least quarterly
education events to be provided in each district,
which will be social gatherings with education as
the theme. To us, it sounds exactly like our Michigan Wingless Weekend and our Michigan District
Rally. So with the District Ride Coordinator and
the District University Coordinator, we will be assisting with at least two more day or weekend
events each year.
For example, there are opportunities to add in one
of the new and exciting modules/seminars to a day
when a Rider Course or an MFA is scheduled, by
simply using the classroom in the afternoon of a
Rider Course or Medic First Aid class. No, we are
not suggesting that the same people must attend
all parts of our fun-filled day, just like we don’t expect members to attend every single line one the
schedule at Wingless Weekend or District Rally.
But wouldn’t it be great if more people came out
and watched a Rider Course before and/or after
they attended an hour or two of participation in a
seminar? And then, even better, went out to dinner, and then on ride planned by our District Rider
Coordinator? We all need to eat and relax after a
day participating in a Rider Course!
Ride Safe,
Dennis and Felicia
Michigan District Educators

add pages and you can only go back five years
(except in your personal history section). I don't
remind you of all this to scare you off, but to encourage you through the process.

Trusting that CHRISTmas Blessings surrounded
you this season of Love.
Now we plan to welcome in the New Year. 2018
is sure to be filled with wonders, surprises, blessings and good riding, too! (At least that last one
is like a warm dream to keep us going through
the cold months of a Michigan winter.)
This time of the year finds us honoring our new
2018 Individual and Couple of the Year within
our Chapter. Thank you to each one of you as
you have given of yourselves to make your
Chapter more fun, more involved, an all-around
place to be in riding season and out.
I would like to suggest to all the 2018 Individuals
and Couples that, just in case you find yourself
wanting to go through the Selection process at
Wingless 2019, you begin now keeping record of
what you do this coming year. This could just be
dates and places you visited, modules (seminars)
you took and/or taught, Chapter and District activities you were involved in, and new members
that you brought into GWRRA.. Keeping track
now is much easier than going back and trying to
remember. If you decide, for whatever reason,
not to go through the Selection process, there is
no harm done.
For our 2017 Individuals and Couples, I am so
looking forward to seeing you at Wingless in
March! I know you have been busy with all our
wonderful holidays, but now is the time to pull
together all your information. You will need your
letter from your Chapter Director.
You need to make sure your GWRRA Membership
is up-to-date throughout the year to come. You
need a current picture. You will also want to
think about your five minute presentation. You'll
want to read the resume instructions, paying attention to the small details such as you can not
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If you haven't already, pull up the resume and
information. Get familiar with it; practice with it;
prepare your final resume and send
it to me on or before the deadline of February 2,
2018. Sending it
by email and mailing a hard copy is the preferred
method. Please note that once a resume is sent,
it can not be changed. Proofreading is a good
thing to do, several times!
All the forms and information concerning the
handbook, resumes and
score sheets can be found at mep.gwrra.org/
coy.html
Links will
be at the bottom of the first page. Please note
that Individuals
should use the same form, simply ignoring the
spouse sections/questions.
I am available to you, Couple or Individual, if any
of you have questions concerning the Selection
process. This Selection process does take a little
work to prepare for, but once you get going with
it and get to Wingless, it's worth it. You'll have
some nerves going on most likely, but that's normal. When it's all over, you'll wonder why you
were nervous. After all, you're among friends
and you're having fun!
For all who've asked about what happens after
District now that we no longer have Regions,
well, check out the next pages. Read through it.
You'll find your answers. We'll talk more later...
I hope Chapter Directors, Member Enhancement
Coordinators, and Members will encourage their
2017 Individual and Couple to participate. I
hope you'll want to get involved in the District
Selection process at Wingless. After all...The
More, The Merrier!
Blessings,
Carol Williams
Michigan District C.O.Y./I.O.Y. Coordinator
517.262.6314
gwrra.mi.coy2014@gmail.com
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Motorist Awareness Program...

As we enter into 2018, we're thinking of new
things for the new year. One of those things should
be your new, or renewing, of your Medic First Aid
and CPR status. Keeping your knowledge and
these abilities fresh may save a life someday.
Chapter Directors, you may request a MFA/CPR
class by going to the Michigan District website, go
to Programs, click on Rider Education, and scroll
down to Request Medic First Aid. You will need to
have three date choices and how many will be taking the class. This is needed as one instructor may
only have 12 students, maximum 24 students with
two instructors. You will also need to know where
the class will be held, and complete contact information. A check for $25 per person made out to
GWRRA District-MI will need to be sent in at least
two weeks prior to the class. Having a plan for
lunch before your class is held is a good idea, too.
Thank you to all those who plan to 'feed your volunteer instructor,' although it is not required.
Early in the year is a great time to schedule as it
will not take away any riding time. A reminder
that it is first come, first serve, on class dates as
we only have a few volunteer instructors to handle
the state.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Gary Williams
Michigan District MFA/CPR Coordinator
517.262.0896
gwrra.mi.coy2014@gmail.com
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I'm hoping you all had a good Thanksgiving. We
all have lots to be thankful for, like a safe riding
season.
Chapter Directors, I hope you have asked a fun,
outgoing, safety-minded member to join your
Team as the Chapter Motorist Awareness Coordinator. This position is important to everyone who
rides a motorcycle, drives any vehicle or is a passenger.
By improving the Motorist Awareness Program,
(MAP), we can make it safer for everyone who
rides a motorcycle. One main improvement is being able to present one of the new, short programs
that will soon be available on the District website.
These presentations can be done within the Chapter, but even more importantly, at other events
where many different drivers may be targeted with
the information.
The December issue of Wing World contains an article by Mike and Barri Critzman, Directors of the
Motorist Awareness Program, about 10 Talking
Points to use to open up discussions. Here are
their 10 points.
1. Over half of all motorcycle fatal crashes involved another vehicle. Most of the time the motorcyclist is not at fault. Drivers often ignore motorcycles (usually unintentionally).
2. Because of its narrow profile, a motorcycle can
easily be hidden in a car's blind spot, or masked by
objects or backgrounds outside a car.
3. Because of its small size, a motorcycle may
look farther away than it is.
4. Motorcycles often slow down by downshifting or
rolling off the throttle, thus not activating the
brake light. Allow at least three or four seconds of
following distance.
5. Motorcyclists often adjust lane position to avoid
debris, minimize the effects of wind, and to pass
other vehicles. They are not moving around the
lane to show off.
6. Turn signals on many motorcycles are not selfcanceling. Some times riders forget to turn them
off. Make sure the signal is for real. .
7. Although a motorcycle is better at maneuvering, don't expect a motorcyclist to always be able
to dodge out of the way.
8. Allow more following distance behind a motorcycle.
9. See the person under the helmet who could be
your friend, neighbor or relative.
10. If a driver crashes into a motorcyclist, bicyclist,
or pedestrian and causes serious injury, the driver
would likely never forgive himself/herself.
I hope you use the above tips whenever you talk
about motorcycles.
I would like to wish you a Merry CHRISTmas and a
Happy and Safe New Year.
Gary & Carol Williams, Michigan District
MAP Coordinators
517.262.0896
gwrra.mi.coy2014@gmail.com
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