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Congratulations 2016 Michigan District Chapter of the Year!
Chapter J2 the Shamrock Wings from Clare Michigan.

Ken: Don't know if this is newsworthy or
not but as of this morning Form 990-N
Electronic Postcard tax returns have been
filed for all the Michigan chapters and
have been accepted by the IRS> Ben
Durand Benjamin Jr & Lonnie Benjamin
Michigan District Treasurers
29 Riverview Dr.
Lapeer, MI 48446-7631

Sorry to announce that our friend and Michigan
Team Member Durand Benjamin (Ben) has
passed away. Ben will be greatly missed as our
GWRRA FRIEND and Michigan District Treasurer.
There will be a service planned at a later date to
be announced. Please keep Lonnie as well as
Ben's family in your prayers.
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Blackburn, Michigan Assistant District Educator,
showing off his version, the straight-edge blade.

Wingless Weekend 2017 is in the record book for
Michigan Rider Education!
Some new and amazing things happened this year at
Wingless (keep coming back to see more).
An auction was held Friday night. The items to be
auctioned was thought up by Bob Scott, Michigan
District Director. I’m not sure if it was this winter,
which has had more temperature changes than any
to be felt in a long time, but Bob showed off quite
the impressive snowy white beard at Indiana’s Winter Rendezvous February 17th. And his idea was to
auction off, with all monies earned to go to Michigan
Rider Education, some member the chance to shave
off one or more impressive beards on some prominent members of our Region. These would include
Lloyd Glydewell, Region D Director, Rudy Copeland,
Ohio’s District Director, and our very own Michigan
District Director, Bob Scott. Some persuasion by the
other wives took place that weekend, including Linda
Copeland who said she’d only known Rudy to have
shaved off his beard once in all their years together!

By Friday, February 24th, Kim Bargeron, former
Michigan District Director, agreed to be part of this
auction, but only if his wife was the one doing the
shaving. Added incentive during the auction was
provided by Felicia showing off the Wahl store
bought “every day” beard clipper/trimmer, and Brent
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At the end of the half hour of frenzied bidding, which
pitted chapter against chapter, a deal was struck
between Chapter V’s Rick Hepburn, and Chapter E.
These two chapters had been gathering monies from
every individual they could throughout the room in
order to out-bid each other. In the end, as all great
GWRRA events should result in, a great compromise
was struck in which the monies Chapter V had gathered and the monies Chapter E had gathered would
be put together and given to Michigan Rider Education AND all four “volunteers” would be shaved. A
great time was had by all, and another memory that
shall not be forgotten was added to Michigan’s memory banks.
Another very hot item this year, along with the
many, many items donated to Rider Education, were
such items as handmade afghan, dish towel edgings,
purses, oil change, king size quilt and shams, Eiffel
Tower bling watch, personal juicer, three posters of
spectacular Pajama Party movies to fit the theme of
this Wingless Weekend, AND a
wooden motorcycle donated by Brent
and Sandy Blackburn. This wooden
motorcycle was auctioned off after
dinner Saturday night and raised
$100 for Michigan Rider Education.
Fred Probst, ACD
at Chapter W
took home the
wooden Goldwing
with his winning
bid. Great thanks
goes to these
members who donate not only
their time and ideas, but valuable handmade items, a BIG favorite with GWRRA. Sandy
Bargeron, Mona McCaulley, and
Gayle Jisa are just a few of our
most talented members who share their crafts with
Michigan Rider Education, not the least of which are
Ron and Jan Smith, Rider Education Ambassadors
and their wonderful clocks and dolls. Jan made two
large sets of dolls and Ron made clock number 333.
Also, in a private ceremony earlier on Friday, Ron
Smith gave Dennis his very own clock.
Not to be the only one with a secret up their sleeves,
as Ron had when he asked Dennis which clock he
thought that a friend of his might like the best as to
the type of wood, only to present him with that one
a few minutes later, but Dennis and Felicia had some
plans of their own for the Smith’s. Jan is celebrating
her 25th year of making dolls and promoting GWRRA
Rider Education to the world. Ron has been with her
during all of this, supporting her and shortly after,
bringing his own skills to the table with his clock
making ability. At the request of Felicia, Sandy
Blackburn was asked to find something to put on a
poster board that would represent Ron and Jan
Smith to be displayed all Wingless Weekend at the
Rider Ed table.

Bargeron for not only getting the game to and from
Houghton Lake but for all of the hard work this winter
in renewing the paint and adding all the lights and their
fantastic sequencing, and Sandy for her assistance in
the renovation, also! Many chapters were very impressed with this and would like to make their own, but
once they saw the back of it and the interesting electrical engineering, most decided it was too much of a job
for them.

Continued...

We also would not have made it through the weekend
still standing if it wasn’t for workers and volunteers at
the Rider Education tables and games. Jan Smith,
Brent Blackburn, Sandy Blackburn, Tyrone Scott, Randy
Lea, Lorraine Lea, Lynne Snyder, Jan Snyder, Bob Ungrey, and Randy Wiggins all donated time to helping us
at the tables. Thanks also go to Chuck and Melanie
Geggie for answering so many of our questions (this
was our first Wingless Weekend as District Educators).
We would also like to thank the Chapter Educators and
Chapter Directors who have been working diligently on
updating Levels forms for their chapter members.
Ethan Wiggins received his Level III patches, Rodney
DeJonge received his Level IV Masters (can’t wait to
see you at future Masters breakfasts!), and Jim and
Ann Sowle were honored in absentia for receiving their
Level IV Masters.
Michigan also has three new Chapter Educators, an excellent way to start off our first year as District Educators. We are very proud of these new educators and
their Chapter Directors and staff who

With only a few hours notice, Sandy found a fabulous quote that was perfect, and wrote it out for
them. Saturday night, after dinner, Dennis presented Ron and Jan with two gold 25 years of service pins to be worn on their vests or wherever they
please, and two monogrammed business card cases
with their very own 100 pack of business cards.
Standing ovations came easily to the crowd for all
the work Ron and Jan Smith do in preparing for
these events to promote Rider Education, and attending these events while selling raffle tickets with
all monies donated to Rider Education. More thanks
than we can ever give go out to this wonderful couple that perfectly display the word volunteer, along
with GWRRA’s motto of Friends for Fun, Safety, and
Knowledge.
Thanks go to our seminar presenters: Lynne Snyder, Kim and Sandy Bargeron, Rick and Joy Hebner,
and although last in this list, Glenn Grasley came
over with his lovely wife, Debra, just to give a seminar. Without all of you, we would not have been
able to keep the Rider Ed tables open with our fabulous Wing of Fortune game. Thank you to Kim
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helped ensure that this was accomplished. Randy Wiggins of Chapter N, Randy Lea of Chapter J, and Brian
and Tina Hall of Chapter C received their Certificates
and join us in helping keep GWRRA and the public safe!

Ride Safely,
Dennis and Felicia, MI-District Educators
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2017 Michigan Rally and Region D Rally, August 1012, at Osceola Fairgrounds in Evart, MI.
Please join us at the events and have fun. We enjoy
all the events that we attend with our extended
GWRRA family members.
Brent and Sandy Blackburn,
2016 Michigan District Couple of the Year
Assistant District Educators

Hello everyone,
We attended the Ohio Cabin Fever and had a great time
with everyone and the new venue and entertainment was
great. The Indiana Winter Rendezvous was great with the
Superhero theme, Gotham City and entertainment was
also a blast. Then came the Michigan Wingless Weekend
at the Lakeside Resort in Houghton Lake, the new venue
was great, and fun was had by all. We have started planning our trip to Wing Ding 39 in Grapevine, Texas. We
heard that the winter events will be spread out next year
with one event in January, February, and March. That
would be better than all three in February. This gives
more people an opportunity to attend.
We have passed the “Baton” on to the new 2017 Michigan
District Couple of the Year, Tim and Pam Hansen of Chapter C. Please join us in congratulating them their accomplishment. Sandy and I would like to thank everyone for
accepting us like family everywhere we went.

Sandy and I have taken on the new responsibility of
Michigan District Assistant Rider Educators. We look at
this, not a new beginning but a path to create a new ending. So we will be seeing you as we continue to assist
the Michigan District and Region D.
Here are the upcoming events:
Chapter J2 “Blarney Bash”, March 11, at 145 Wilcox Parkway, Clare, MI. 1 – 6 PM Dinner at 4:30 RSVP by March
5th.
Chapter G “Anniversary Party”, March 25, at Woody’s.
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Many of us have heard the famous motto from a particular youth organization of “Be Prepared”. As safety
conscious riders we take rider education courses, go
to seminars and take First Aid/CPR. In addition we
do our T-CLOCKS, make sure our insurance is adequate, plan our routes and make sure we have emergency contacts. But does all of this make us truly
prepared?
What would you do if you were on a cross country
bike trip and you or your co-rider slipped and broke
an ankle while walking someplace? How would you
get yourselves and your bike home? If you get sick
you may be able to just wait it out a few days in a
hotel or camp ground, but even these options may
not always be conveniently located to pick up medication, food, etc., especially if the co-ride does not ride/
drive a motorcycle and the rider is the one ill. We all
have our Gold Books, but at a time when something
big is going on, such as Wing Ding, or in areas where
there may not be many members there may not be
anyone available to help out.
These are things we need to think about and have a
plan for, but many of us start up our bikes and never
consider that something could happen to us. There
are different options for shipping your bike or medically evacuating someone; many of these companies
advertise in Wing World and discounts are offered as
part of our benefits with the GWRRA membership. I
hope that everyone has safe travels but maybe its
time to check them out and be better prepared.
Now that spring is sort of here it is time to start gearing up for a new riding season with a lot of Chapter
activities. March starts us off with J2’s Blarney Bash
on the 11th and G’s Anniversary Party on the 25th.
Both of these events sound like a lot of fun so dust
off those traveling clothes and lets get going to have
fun this year.
Hope to see you soon, Cheryl Wiggins,
Membership Enhancement Coordinator

Away We Go ~ Trip Mapping
Bad Apple ~ Toxic People
Bee Smart ~ Train Your Brain
Calm the Clash ~ Conflict Resolution
Can You Hear Me Now ~ Communication
Cha-Cha-Change ~ Managing Change
Checks & Balances ~ Chapter Finances

Training...
What’s New?
Training Modules instead of Seminars!
Are the members ready for something NEW
in the way of training modules? YES! At
Wingless Weekend the number of participants proved it!
1. My Enthusiasm Counts - This was well attended with 27 participants! Members learned
more about the Chapter MEC and the huge difference in talking to a perspective member via
email or a letter in the mail and a face to face
meeting inviting them to join GWRRA.

Conflict ~ It’s Inevitable
Dangerous Epidemic ~ Distracted Drivers
Do You Have a Minute ~ Giving Feedback
Juggling ~ Work & Life Balance
Just Add Spice ~ Adding Fun to Gatherings
More Members ~ Recruitment
My Enthusiasm Counts ~ Chapter MEC Role
Penny For Your Thoughts ~ Gathering Feedback
R U Ready 2 Ride ~ Riding Readiness

2. More Members - WOW we had to bring in
chairs! 48 members were in the room for this
one! One thing I took away from this one is WHO
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR RECURTING NEW MEMBERS?
EVERYONE!
Thank You Kathleen Heibel for presenting this
module!
A Penny For Your Thoughts - Is your feedback
is an important for chapter and district leaders?
You BET! This was also well attended with 29
members present we had GWRRA’s International
Directors of Rider Course Programs - Chuck &
Melanie Geggie as the presenters of this module.
Thank You Chuck & Melanie!
Thanks to all who attended these new Training
Modules! The feed back I got was great and I
learned that we should not put two of these back
to back due to the popularity because some people stayed for two in a row. I will gladly take
that note and do my best to fix it!
To the right you will see the current list of
all new “Training Modules” available for the
trainers who have completed the ITCP to present. (Instructor Trainer Certification Program)
Until next time, Ken Kintner, MI-District Trainer
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Representing GWRRA ~ COY Perspective
Retention is Important ~ Retention
Road Trippin’ ~ Goal Setting
Row, Row, Row Your Boat ~ Delegation
Say What ~ Body Language
Stress Less ~ Stress Management
Take a Peek ~ Horizon Overview
Talk to the Elephant ~ Difficult Conversations
This Ones for the Girls ~ Women in Leadership
Roles
Underestimating Leadership ~ Leadership & Decision Making
We’re Doing What ~ Planning a Chapter Event
You’ve Got Mail ~ Email Etiquette
Zone Out ~ Stepping Outside Your
Comfort Zone

Individual Couple & Chapter of the Year
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If you didn’t make it up to Wingless Weekend you missed a good time. The Lake side Resort was nice and clean. The food at the dinner
was really good and no one went with out
enough to eat. We had plenty of vendors there.
A lot of people went to the new training module’s. There was a lot of good comments on the
new modules.
Marcia and I would like to congratulate Tim
and Pam Hanson for being the 2017 Michigan
Couple Of The Year.
At the officers meeting it was brought up to
have a Michigan District Road Safari for 2017.
Marcia and I will be in charge of running the Safari. There will be 16 landmark locations within
Michigan. (4 from each section) You will have
to get a passport to play the game. The passport will cost you $10.00 per bike. If you ride to
12 out of 16 locations you get a commemorative
T-Shirt. If you ride to all the 16 locations your
name will be put into a drawing for $100.00.
The drawing will be at 2018 Wingless Weekend.
You will have to submit a picture of you
(preferably with your bike) at the location or a
dated receipt from the location. The Safari will
run from May 1 thru Oct 1.
More details will be worked out by the next
district newsletter so watch for it next month!

Lucky Winner - Jane Ungrey Jane from
Chapter G found her Membership number in the September Newsletter

THIS IS A ROUGH DRAFT AND THERE
COULD BE CHANGES MADE. THE FINAL
DRAFT WILL BE IN APRIL DISTICT NEWS
LETTER.
Bob & Marcia Kinsey
South East Section ADDs
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Well another Wingless Weekend is in the books,
and all we can say is if you missed it you missed
a great time. We would like to thank all that attended you are what make it worth our time and
effort. The new Hotel was great, Fantastic pool,
Hot tub, and the water slide was a blast. We
had 7 Vendors. Everything was right together so
it was very easy to get to.
We are all getting ready or soon will be for a
New Riding Season in Michigan, Let’s not forget
it’s been awhile, Go over your riding equipment,
if it needs repair do it now, if it’s time for new
buy it now. Run a T Clocks on your Bikes before
you hit the road, it never hurts to find a parking
lot and run thru some maneuvers just to shake
the dust off your skills. The more you practice
the more second nature it will be if you need
them.
We would like to see everyone participate in the
New Road Safari for Michigan you will find more
about it in this News Letter. It’s a lot of fun and
it give you somewhere to Ride when you want
to ride you’re just not sure where to go. It’s
even more fun when you go as a group. Better
still find someone new who likes to ride and invite them to ride with you or your group. So
check it out, come on out and Play.
Here’s hoping we see you on the road! Till next
time be safe.
Rob & Pam Robinson
Assistant District Directors
Vendor Coordinators
Michigan East Central Section
Rob-248-255-5859 bjr365@comcast.net
Pam-248-255-5860 pjr365@gmail.com
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From The West Side
Wow, where do I begin. This last weekend was really
an adventure. It started with us leaving home on Thursday morning, with the temperatures in the low 60’s and
when we arrived in Houghton Lake, they were down in
the 40’s. What a change. That was only the beginning of
the strange weather. We had freezing rain on Thursday
night and thunder snow on Friday morning. But who cares, we were going to be inside all weekend.
We got to meet some new friends and connect with
old ones. It was really nice getting to meet all the other
couples that were in the Couple of the Year Selection.
We’re glad we weren’t judges this year. I know we all
made it hard on them to pick only one of the 4 couples to
be the next District Couple of the Year. Pam and I both
are very honored to be able to represent the great District of Michigan as the 2017 District Couple of the Year.
There were some new GW University Training Module’s presented. They make learning a lot more fun.
There were games to play for Riders Ed and vendors to
shop at. And I haven’t even mentioned the venue that we
were at. The Lakeshore Resort in Houghton Lake was a
very nice place. The rooms were nice, the food was good
and the people there were very friendly and helpful. On
Friday night, there was a Directors Challenge. The bidding
was going hot and heavy between 2 Chapters. The winner
was going to be able to shave one of the Directors, who
had volunteered, beards off. They finally decided to put
all the money together and shave all 4 of them. I’m sure
there will be pictures on the District website soon.
On Sunday we had the Officers meeting. I was really
proud that when we broke out into our sections, it appeared that the Southwest section had the most people
there. Way to go. And thank you for all the great suggestions for places to ride to on the West side of Michigan.
Without your help, we wouldn’t have been able to come
up with any.
Remember to check the District Schedule for this next
month or two. I know that there are Chapter functions
coming up that we are going to try to make it to. Hope to
see a lot of you at them also.
Until Next Time, Tim & Pam

Wingless Weekend 2017 is behind us now,
but the memories of the fun we had will last forever. Personally, I felt blessed to be there and
by all the warm welcomes I received. Thank you
for all your prayers. It felt good to actually stand
during the ceremony. (Although I will admit
that I 'paid' a little for that the next day. But oh,
so worth it!) I had more than one person comment that they had never seen me stand up
straight before. It has been quite a while ago, I
admit. Okay, enough about me.
I want to once again say thank you to Brent
and Sandy Blackburn for representing Michigan
in 2016 as our District Couple of the Year. You
made us proud!
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We now welcome Tim and Pam Hanson, from
Chapter C, as our 2017 Michigan District Couple
of the Year. Tim and Pam are a busy couple
within GWRRA. This is their second time being
honored as District Couple. They are also Chapter Director's of Chapter C and also Assistant
District Directors for the western side of the
state. Being our District Couple will just add to
all their fun. Congratulations Tim and Pam!
We now also welcome Louie Schippers, from
Chapter J, as our 2017 Michigan Individual of the
Year. Although there are a few other states who
honor an Individual at the state level, Louie is
the first for Michigan. He is a Life Member who
has recruited 67 new members up to now. Louie
helps wherever needed in the Chapter, and in his
words, he does that so he doesn't have to be the
Assistant or Chapter Director! He has a great
sense of humor and a huge heart. (I guess
maybe my pride in being his Chapter Director is
showing a little?!) We trust that Louie is just the
first of many Individuals to come.
Congratulations Louie!
I would also like to say how proud I am of all
of our Couples who participated in the Selection
Process this year. Their Chapters, I am sure, are
proud of them as well. We had four Couples. Tim and Pam, Chapter C. Greg and Mary,
Chapter S2. Tim and Jeanne, Chapter J.
Rick and Sherry, Chapter D2. I thank all of
you. Your Chapter honored you as Chapter Couple, and you honored them by going through this
process. You are all amazing!!!!
I'll end with a note to all Chapter Couples and
Individuals for 2017. Whether or not you think
you may want to be involved in the Selection
Process at next year's Wingless, now is the time
for keeping records of where you are visiting,
where you are being involved, seminars you are
taking, and anything you are doing in and for
GWRRA. Please know that you may contact me
at any time during the year with questions.
Keep having FUN!
Be Blessed,
Carol and Gary Williams
Michigan District Couple of the Year Coordinator
Chapter MI-J Directors
517.262.6314
gwrra.mi.coy2014@gmail.com

If you don’t get this emailed from the home office please go to the website
link below to check out the “Insight” Newsletter!

Dear GWRRA Member:
Visit the "Insight" Newsletter at http://gwrra.org/oconnect/newsletter.html for the
most up-to-date GWRRA News & Information from your International Directors.
The e-Newsletter is packed full of valuable and timely information pertaining to
Rider Education, Member Enhancement, Leadership Training and more. Enjoy!
Ray & Sandi Garris
Directors of GWRRA
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Chapter Sections
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DATE

EVENT

CHAPTER

LOCATION

MARCH
March 11
March 15
March 25

Blarney Bash
Chili Cook Off
Anniversary Party

J2
V
G

Clare, MI
Freeland, MI
Grand Rapids, MI

APRIL
April 1
April 23

Mystery Dinner
Mall Show

R
J

Charlotte, MI
Jackson, MI

MAY
May 6
May 11-13

ARC / TRC Rider Course
REP
Indiana’s Spring Warm Up—Tipton 4H Fairgrounds
“FUN IN THE SUN”
Chapter V Memorial Day Weekend Campout

Ionia, MI
Tipton, IN

C & H2
L
E
Region D
Fairgrounds

TBA
Lansing, MI
Waterford, MI
Portland, IN
Mansfield, OH

June 24

Fun Run
Picnic In The Park
Anniversary Fun Run
C.O.Y. Daycamp / Campout
Ohio’s Buckeye Rally—Richland
“Mayberry RFD”
ARC / TRC Rider Course

REP

Pontiac, MI

JULY
July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22

ARC -R / TRC-R Rider Course
TC Rider Course
Event TBA
SRC Sidecar Rider Course

REP
REP
N
REP

Grayling, MI
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
TBA
Bad Axe, MI

S2
Osceola Fairgrounds

Belleville, MI
Evart, MI

August 11 at Rally
August 18-20
August 29—Sept 2

Picnic Feast
Region D / Michigan Rally
“1920’s Beach Party”
ARC -R / TRC-R Rider Course
East Central Section Campout
WINGDING 39

REP
V Hosts
GWRRA

Evart, MI
Beaverton, MI
Grapevine, Texas

SEPTEMBER
August 29-Sept 2
September 9
September 10
September 10
September 30

WINGDING 39
Freedom Run
33rd Annual Toy Run
Anniversary Party
Anniversary Party

GWRRA
C2
W
K2
F2

Grapevine Texas
Ludington, MI
Adrian, MI
Big Rapids, MI
Davison, MI

OCTOBER
October 7
October 14

Anniversary Party
Anniversary Party

Y
V

Houghton Lake, MI
Freeland, MI

May 26-29
JUNE
June 3
June 4
June 10
June 10
June 15-17

AUGUST
August 5
August 10-12
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Beaverton, MI
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