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Our District seems to be rolling along with Chapter events around
the state and many rider courses that have been well attended. Something new this year for Rider Ed. has been the inclusion of Can-Am
Spiders in the levels program. I think I heard they had four such units
taking the TRC course at Grayling this past weekend (June 18 th ). I
have taken note that Motor Trike now has a conversion with the two
wheels up front similar to the Spider. Kind of makes one wonder what
the future holds! I think it’s going to be fun.
It seems unreal to be talking about the Region D Rally being this
close to us, both in time and distance. July 28th thru July 30th is the
date and Coldwater, Mi. is the location. Most of us will remember being there four years ago and agree it is a really nice fairground for our
Region D Rally. The theme is “Soaring with Eagles” and we have been
working on our winning entry for the District Challenge.
continued…

Seeing all our friends is our greatest pleasure at all the Rallies and it won’t be the same
without you. So you all come! I know it seems like poor scheduling to have the Michigan Rally
only a week later but it was the best week we were able to use the Osceola County Fairgrounds
in Evart, Michigan. I think the word on the street is that this is a fantastic place for a rally.
There are around 280 camp sites with water and electric, the cleanest rest rooms anywhere
with showers, and great buildings for our use. We have a ton of activities and seminars and
rides for your enjoyment. We talked to several people in Ohio this weekend that are considering
coming to the Region D rally and then staying in Michigan for our Rally the next weekend.
When camping is only $17.00 per night in Evart, it is a tempting offer. I have our ride Guru
putting the finishing touches on some great rides for each day that you won’t want to miss.
Bring your cowboy hat and boots; you know the theme is “Gun Smoke”. Friday night we’ll
have a square-dance with a caller and anyone can learn. Also Saturday we will have an area for
motorcycle related swap meet from 10:00 to 2:00 so bring that gently used safety chrome or
that jacket that is too big for you and make a sale or a trade. I think the only complaint we had
last year was that there was too much to do. We will have the same problem this year! Enjoy!
I almost forgot to mention our membership number contest for this month. The paper was
still hot from the press when the good looking half of our District Couple of the Year, Sandy
Blackburn, called to say she had found her number! Good work Sandy! Speaking of the Blackburn’s, I was asked at the Ohio Rally if I knew a Brent Blackburn. It seems the police were
looking for him and I thought Oh No, who will we choose for a new couple. But it seems an
honest Ohio resident had turned in a wallet belonging to a Brent Blackburn. I don’t know the
final outcome but at least Sandy has $25.00. You can win too, look for YOUR membership number in the District newsletter each month and call Bob Scott (989-429- 9144) or email me at
bobnkim58@gmail.com by the 15th of the current month to claim your reward.
Till next time, Bob Scott Michigan District Director

2016 Region D
Couples of the Year!
Brent & Sandra Blackburn
Michigan
Gary & Karen Ballou
Ohio
Ray & Melinda Faber
Indiana

Michigan
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Ohio

Indiana
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Couple & Chapter of the Year

Brent & Sandra are Chapter Educators at Chapter E
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In just a few days we will be going on a short bike ride of approx. 250 miles one way. The
bikes have gone through their T-Clocks, we have checked our safety gear, and arrangements
and plans have been made since we will be staying a couple of nights. Now we just have to
wait until it is time to leave while the anticipation rises.
We will be attending the region D Couple of the Year Day Camp. We are looking forward
to the fun along with the learning aspect that always seems to come with a GWRRA event.
The other thing we are looking forward to is meeting up with all our GWRRA friends and family both ones we know and ones we have yet to meet. Even with the Couple of the Year program the GWRRA motto rings true: Friends, for Fun, Safety and Knowledge. This is just a
short trip for us and we make several of these short trips a year, but this year is a little different as we have our grandson who is riding with us. Now he has ridden for short distances less
than 100 miles, so this “little trips” are a new experience for him. So far he is enjoying himself, but we have to remember to take more breaks than what we normally would as he is not
accustomed to sitting on the bike for so long. We have to remember back to the day when we
first started riding and how long it took us to get acclimated to riding for long distances. We
also have to have extra patience for our new riding partner. Sometimes patience is often forgotten by experienced riders with how to deal with new riders. Our other challenge with our
grandson is finding gear that will fit him. We would like it to fit and be safe, but still have
enough room for him to grow and be able to use another year. It would be nice to get at least
two years of use out of the gear, after all riding gear is not cheap, but we want to make sure
he is fully protected as well.
Don’t forget to send in your registrations for the Region D rally and the Michigan District
rally. Both are promising to be a lot of fun and there will be plenty to do, lots of fun to be had
and the chance of meeting new friends is always at the top of the list.
Have fun, ride safe and Hope to see you soon.
Cheryl and Randy Wiggins
Membership Enhancement Coordinators
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A quick and easy email is all it takes to get your event in Wing World Magazine!
Look for simple instructions in Wing World...
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Shiny Side Up
Shiny Side Up will be coming to an area near you, specifically the Region Rally in Coldwater,
Michigan and the District Rally in Evart, Michigan. These changes and additions to the Rider
Education program was a project led by Director of Drill Teams and Rider Excellence Eric Carlson, along with Jim Graybeal, Robert Bray, and Ray Garris who were test riders for twowheelers and Chuck Donaldson and Tom Mitchell who were the test riders for three-wheelers.
After the layout and timing for each of fifteen exercises were planned, the entire Rider Education team reviewed them and gave input. These exercises were gathered from GWRRA Rider
Courses, police training exercises, motorcycle practice field days, drill team training sessions,
and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation Riding Tips booklet.
There are five pieces to this “new” puzzle:
Pursuit of Excellence
League of Aces
Vanguard Riders Course
Top Gun Trials
Amazing Team Challenge
You will note that Parking Lot Practice is no longer active.

Pursuit of Excellence is to encourage skills practice at the Chapter level. The Chapter Educator can organize any/all of these exercises. League of Aces is to provide individual riders the
opportunity to form teams to eventually compete at the District, Region, and National level. Be
aware that the League of Aces at the National level, which will be at Wing Ding, will not be held
until the 2017 Wing Ding in order to allow for time to plan, practice, and schedule preliminary
events. Vanguard Riders Course is especially for those riders who’ve taken the ARC for years;
there is a two-hour classroom session which contains a knowledge test and can be given at any
time during the year locally to become qualified and then a Riding Skill Test must be completed
at Wing Ding that is timed and scored. GWRRA Rider Course Instructors will continue to administer the classroom and knowledge test. The Riding Skill Tests are given at the District and Region Levels so as to qualify those completing it successfully to take their skill to the next Wing
Ding. Top Gun Trials only contain the Riding Skill Test portion, and not the classroom portion,
and will be run for the first time at Wing Ding 2017. Amazing Team Challenges are still in place
as always as a practice exercise. Wing Ding 2016 will hold a new trike-geared Amazing Team
Challenge.
To be clear, the Shiny Side Up program does not replace any of the regular Rider Courses.
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Ride safe, Dennis and Felicia
MI-ADE

Page 12

We hope everyone is having as much fun riding as Sandy and I. Since the last newsletter we have
been on some Ice Cream rides, visited the Auburn Cord Duisenberg Automobile Museum in Auburn, IN,
went on a Memorial Day ride to release balloons, had our Chapter Fun Run, went to the Ohio Buckeye
Rally in Canfield, OH, went to the Region D Couple of the Year Campout in Portland, IN. Went on a 280
mile ride around the thumb. We are on the go all the time.
While Sandy and I were at the Ohio Buckeye Rally, we decided to go to the Quaker Steak & Lube in
Sharon, PA on Saturday afternoon for a late lunch. We arrived there with our fearless leaders, John-Carl
and Diane Zarella, who were born and raised in Masury, OH. Great food was had by all, but little did I
know what was going to happen next. We were getting our gear put on, remember ATGATT - “All The
Gear All The Time”, well we took off and went for a Sharon, PA town tour. We went by Daffin’s Candies,
then toured on a little farther, then we took some left over BBQ wings to Al Zarella, John-Carl’s dad. We
visited there for about 20 to 25 minutes. Then left to go back to the Canfield Fairgrounds, on the way I
realized I didn’t have my wallet or cell phone. Man was I in a panic. The last place I saw them was when
I placed them on the right rear speaker to put on my gear, dumb me forgot to put them in my jacket
pockets. We go back to the restaurant, looked were we parked the bikes, nothing… then I went into the
restaurant to see if anyone turned them in, nothing in the lost and found. John-Carl and Diane went
searching over our route to see if we could find them while I checked at the restaurant. They returned
with bad news, then John-Carl asked what kind of cell phone I had, I said “An Android”, he said that we
can locate it, so we did. We found the phone at the first turn after Daffin’s Candies, it had been picked up
by an elderly man and his two grandchildren because they heard the alarm blaring as part of our search.
We thanked them for picking it up. There was still the wallet, you remember the thing that has just about
anything and everything in it that someone needs to survive: money, driver’s license, credit cards, etc.
We went looking back the other direction, but nothing. I wrote it off as gone forever. When we arrived at
the Canfield Fairground with 10 minutes before the closing ceremony, I was informed that the Canfield
police called Rudy and Linda Copeland to tell them the Hubbard Police Department had my wallet. I was
shocked that they found us so quickly. After the closing ceremony we went to the Hubbard Police station
in Hubbard, Ohio. There Sergeant David Oaks arrived to give me my wallet. He had tracked us down after seeing my GWRRA membership card and Googling it on the internet, finding the Ohio Buckeye Rally
in Canfield. Sergeant Oaks received the wallet from Jeff Stiver of Hubbard, Ohio. Jeff Stiver saw my wallet fall off my motorcycle and stopped to retrieve everything, by the time he had done that we were out
of sight. Jeff told me a hip-hopper crossed the street within 4 feet of my wallet but didn’t notice it, probably lucky for me. Now I do a pocket check along with the other pre-ride checks so it looks like I am doing
the Macarena dance on my motorcycle. Just remember, there are still good honest people out there and I
am glad to know them. Again a big Thank You, to Jeff Stiver, John-Carl and Diane Zarella, Sergeant
David Oaks, Canfield Police Department, Ohio, GWRRA staff, and anyone else that helped me get back
my wallet and phone back.
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Hi Guy’s
Well not sure about you but we’ve gotten in some good rides in the past month. We
went to Chapter V’s Campout over Memorial Day weekend in Beaverton, What great host’s
they are. Pam and I had to work on Saturday so we didn’t arrive till 10:00 p.m. pitched
camp sat around for a few and hit the sack. They had a Great Breakfast on Sunday then
had a ride planned. After our ride up there Saturday night we decided to pass up the ride
and just relax, Of course that didn’t last and we rode out to Jay’s Sporting Goods and General Jim’s surplus I mean we had to it was only 15 miles away. Then it was back to the
Campground for a Great meal. Later in the evening there was a bon-fire. Monday we had
another Great Breakfast then sadly it was time to pack-up and say good byes. Thanks
Chapter V for a Fabulous Weekend!
Rally season is fast approaching hope you are all planning to make it this year at least
for a day to check out what you’ve been missing. It’s going to be a blast! If you need a
reason how about giving the life Blood the Michigan Blood Mobile will be there Saturday
August 6 th from 11:00 – 3:00 remember your gift can help 3 people. So come see some
old friends and make some new one. Pam and I hope to meet you there.
On another note Pam talked to Ruth Sny of Tom Boy Tools you know the pink one’s as
some of you may remember she was in a bad accident last year. In which both of her ankles were broken. She is still in a Rehab and they will not let her go home till she has a
new roof and a Handicap access so we are going to try and raise some money to help her
out so if you can spare a dollar or two please or just your spare change Please send Check
or Money Orders to us and we will get it to her around the third week of July Personally.
As a helping hand from her friends of the GWRRA. We will post the totals in August Newsletter.
Well that’s about all we have for now.

Ride Safe!!!

Rob & Pam Robinson
Michigan East Central Section
Assistant District Directors / Vendor Coordinators
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Rob-248-255-5859 bjr365@comcast.net
Pam-248-255-5860 pjr365@gmail.com
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We went to Ohio District Rally on Sat June 18, they had a really nice Rally and they had a
lot of venders. The problem we heard they were down 30% on attendance. Next year the Rally
will at Mansfield Ohio.
We all know that Region D Rally is coming up (July 28-30). The region Rally will be held in
Coldwater Michigan. There should be no reason why Michigan, Ohio and Indiana people shouldn’t support their Region Rally. If you enjoyed last year car race you will enjoy this year’s Flight
of The Eagles. They also have a lot of nice rides setup for you. They have a lot of fun thing to
do, so get out and support you Region D Rally.
Also a week later Michigan District Rally (Aug. 5&amp;6) the theme for the Rally is Gun
Smoke. If you enjoyed the Thursday dinner ride, you will like this Thursday night dinner ride we
are going back to the same restaurant. Friday night we will have a square dance and sometime
during the dance there will be a contest for the best dressed couple, that’s sounds like it will be
a lot of fun. Sat. night there will be a band (Rich Eddie’s Rocking Oldies Band) will be held at
City Park. Also Friday night will be a free dinner. So come and support you Michigan District
Rally it should be a lot of fun. Just a reminder the South East Section you need to have your
tickets to me by July 10.
Thank You,
Bob & Marcia Kinsey, ADD SE Section
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Rally Time Is Here!
The FUN in Michigan starts at the Region D
Rally in Coldwater then continues in Evart
with the Michigan Rally. They are both
sure to be a great time with our Friends
for FUN Safety and Knowledge! The best
part is seeing all the people we have met
over the past 8 years. One of our GWRRA
friends from Chapter V shared a story on
Facebook and I wanted to share it here as
well. I wouldn’t want ANY of my friends to
go thru what he did… If you have a story
to share please send I to me by the 20th
of the month and I’ll get it in the next
newsletter.
Hope to see you all SOON!
Ken & Patti Kintner,
MI District Trainers
ken@vplenawee.com
(517) 902-9893
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(A Bad Day) by Jim Heiler—Ch V2

What an absolutely beautiful, fun and rewarding weekend this has been for us. We have been here in Portland,
Indiana for the Region D Couple of the Year Camp. The skies were perfectly blue, the temps in the low 80's, and a
slight breeze to top it off.
Our hats, or should I say helmets, go off to Gary and Carol Meyerholtz, Region D Member Enhancement Coordinators. Even though there was a tiny glitch or two in their plans, (as in the fairgrounds lost the booking for the hall,
and the bathrooms were locked), they worked it out with the 'fair folks' and we just moved a mile or so downtown to
a very nice air conditioned room. There we enjoyed lunch and the Couple of the Year presentation, resume discussion and a time for questions.
I have to brag just a little and say that Michigan rocks! Of the 23 in attendance, many of whom were Region and
State Team members, Michigan had the most in attendance with three couples! I am proud to say that we had our
Michigan District Couple of the Year for 2016, Brent and Sandy Blackburn, from MI-E. We were also very happy to
have John-Carl and Diane Zarella, Chapter Couple from MI-E, and Greg and Mary Cooper, Chapter Couple from MIS2 in the Camp today.
Also at the Camp, among others, were Indiana District Couple of the Year for 2016, Ray and Melinda Faber, and
Ohio District Couple of the Year for 2016, Gary and Karen Ballou. One-half of our Region D Couple was there,
Melanie Geggie. Chuck has a prior commitment.
I should go back just a little to before we went downtown. No wait, even further back to the night before. Gary
and Carol had some new games that needed to be put together. The entire project began about 10:00 p.m. with
Gary (M) reading directions (sort of) and Gary (W) holding the flashlight to help him read and put the many pieces
together. Carol (M) made a fire in the new above-ground fire pit they had, just to have one because they were
camping. I mean if you're camping, there should be a campfire, right? What was I, Carol (W) doing this entire
time? Sitting on my walker, watching, laughing, refraining from offering the 'Garys' any advice, and simply enjoying
being with our 'twin' friends. We left a little after midnight to head back to the motel and get a few hours sleep.
So on to today before we went downtown. As Couples were arriving, hugging and sharing news, the games began. Directions needed to be explained to some as they'd never played before, others knew right off. Let me tell
you, Michigan has some pretty good competitors for these games. Lots of laughing and throwing things. (Thankfully
they were supposed to be throwing things!) I do believe our ladies had a pretty good record at winning, too. Then
we were off to the downtown location.
There are several benefits to attending a Couple of the Year Camp. Learning more about the resume process,
sharing questions, concerns and even fears of the selection process, and most of all, forming new friendships. Those
friendships allow for us to root for each other during selection and cheer for the Couple selected. This special bond
will last forever.
I hope that all of you will be at Region D in Coldwater to cheer the Couples on during their selection process. Of
course, we all are sending our best thoughts and wishes to Brent and Sandy that they will be
selected as the new Region D Couple. I hope that as many as are able will be at Wing Ding
in Billings to cheer Chuck and Melanie on during their International selection process.
With all that said about the Camp, all of you Couples who were not able to attend this
weekend, there is still plenty of time to prepare for your next step in the Selection Process at
Wingless Weekend in 2017. I hope you will contact me and we can talk about how much fun
it is to go through. After all, we ride Goldwings...we can do anything!
Be Blessed,
Carol and Gary Williams
Michigan District Couple of the Year Coordinator
Chapter MI-J Directors
517.262.6314
gwrra.mi.coy2014@gmail.com
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DATE

EVENT

CHAPTER

PLACE

Reno Rendezvous
ARC / TRC
SRC Sidecar Only
Chapter Campout
Pizza In The Park
ARC / TRC
Region D Rally

GWRRA
MI Rider Education
MI Rider Education
Chapter Y
Chapter N
MI Rider Education
Region D

Reno, NV
Stockbridge, MI
Stockbridge, MI
Houghton Lake, MI
Muskegon, MI
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Coldwater, MI

AUGUST
August 4-6
August 12-13
August 13
August 18-20
August 31 –Sept 1-3

Michigan Rally (Gun Smoke)
Soo Locks Campout
Picnic Group Video 2015
East Central Section Campout
Wing Ding 38

Michigan District
Chapter Q
Chapter S2
Chapter V2 Host
GWRRA

Evart, MI
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Bellville, MI
TBA
Billings, MT

SEPTEMBER
September 9-10
September 11
September 11
September 24

Chapter Campout
Anniversary Party
32nd Annual Toy Run
Anniversary Party

Ontario H
Chapter K2
Chapter W
Chapter F2

Sault Ste. Marie, CA
Big Rapids, MI
Adrian, MI
Davison, MI

JULY
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

7-9
16
17
15-17
23
23
28-30
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