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Well, you were hoping for warmer weather and surprise, surprise. It’s
warm even here in Michigan! We just came home from the Indiana
Rally and when we left; it was warming up nice here so I figured it
would be 80 or 85 down yonder. Well, those dirty rascals let it rain
and cool down to the low sixties. Being Kim and I aren’t much smarter
than a pair of rocks; we didn’t have any warm clothes with us! If we
haven’t learned yet, there isn’t much hope for us! But we still had a
great time and enjoyed their great hospitality. In case you have never
been there, Indiana is just a little south of Coldwater, Michigan where
we will be able to attend the Region D Rally this July 28th to 31st. The
theme is “USA Proud” so bring your flag, decorate your camp site,
string some lights and let’s show them they are in Michigan.

Our Michigan Rally starts only a week later in Evart, Michigan at the
Osceola County Fair Grounds. You could come right up from Region D and stay at the fair
grounds for only $17.00 per night with the nicest restrooms I’ve seen and water and electric
at each of 280 sights. One event we had hoped for is not going to happen. We wanted to provide an opportunity to go to a local gun range for a chance to shoot a real gun at a target. We
cannot solve insurance issues at a cost that would make it possible and it isn’t necessary for
us to have a great Rally. You probably know by now, Gun Smoke is the theme, so Wild West
is the game. We are planning on judging for campsites, day and night, best dressed in theme,
chapters can set up a game, we will have a time for chapter skits, and a ton of things this old
man can’t recall just now. (My memory is ok, but my recall is shaky).
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continued...

This paragraph is harder to write. I would say we have possibly 2,000 GWRRA members in
Michigan. There is one person who about once a year writes a letter generally along the same
lines. They won’t sign the letter, no return address, no way to know who they are. If anyone or
that person has an issue they think I should address, I will do my best to do what is right for
our District. But if you won’t sign it or give me a chance to look at an issue fairly, you might as
well save your stamp. I can keep issues confidential, but I don’t listen to unfounded accusations
from an anonymous source. Enough said.
I know it’s time for riding, but it’s also raffle ticket time. I see a lot of chapters selling raffle
tickets and I thank you for your efforts. You know, if we sell enough tickets, I’ll call our District
Treasurer and say “Ben, you didn’t order enough tickets”! I’d sure like to make that call!
ATTENTION: GLORIA LONG, Membership # 131724-01 of Chapter N This isn’t Publishers
Clearing House, but you could be $25.00 richer if you had called me to say your # was in last
month’s news letter! Keep looking, when it’s there, you don’t want to miss it.
If you see your number, call or email Bob Scott, District Director by the 15th of the current
month and you win!
Bob Scott Michigan District Director
Bobnkim58@gmail.com
Bob’s Cell # 989-429-9144

2016 Region D
Couples of the Year!
Brent & Sandra Blackburn
Michigan
Gary & Karen Ballou
Ohio
Ray & Melinda Faber
Indiana

Michigan
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Ohio

Indiana

Couple & Chapter of the Year

Brent & Sandra are Chapter Educators at Chapter E

Page 3

Page 4

This year we decided to do something a little different in our chapter to help encourage
members to get out and ride. We have our normal scheduled group rides, but not everyone
can participate in them due to family or work schedules as many people don’t work the normal Monday – Friday. We have a mileage game going on like many other chapters, but this
year we introduced a Scavenger Hunt.
We came up with a list of 50 different places/things to visit through out Michigan and put
it into a small book format. The member has to locate where these places are, list where it is
and provide proof that they visited it such as a photo of them or their bike, admission ticket
or even a gas receipt from the local area.
This type of Scavenger Hunt could be themed based, such as weird, spooky, comical, etc.,
or just eclectic as the one we did. There are many things in Michigan that the average person
really doesn’t know about. One of the items on our scavenger hunt is “The Bottle House”; it is
a house that is made out of glass bottles. For more ideas for places to visit just run a search
online for “Places to visit in Michigan” and see what you come up with.
For other ideas for places and events to go to one only needs to look at the events page
on the Michigan website. There are many things to go to including Chapter E’s Fun Run, L’s
Picnic in the Park, the Ohio Buckeye Rally and J2’s Campout and that is just in June with
much more to come through out the summer.
Don’t forget to encourage your chapter’s Couple of the Year to attend the Couple of the
Year Day Camp June 25 at the Jay County Fairgrounds in Portland, Indiana. Lunch will be provided at noon, please bring a dish to pass. Camping is available for $20 a night and there are
a couple of hotels in the area for those who prefer that style of camping. Please RSVP to Carol
and Gary Meyerholtz at 812-639- 7776 or regiondmec@gmail.com
Cheryl and Randy Wiggins
Membership Enhancement Coordinators
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Who doesn't like a chance for a good ride? Especially when you reach your destination you'll have a great time with friends, fun, food, and knowledge?!?!
I'm very excited to announce our Region D Couple of the Year Camp on Saturday,
June 25, 2016 in Portland, Indiana. This would be for District and All Chapter Couples. It is a fun and informative time where you learn more of the Selection process. Even if you are not sure if you want to go on through the process, please plan on
attending. It is so much fun and you'll make so many new friends.
Some will drive in for the day, many will be camping, and some will be sleeping at a
hotel (like me!).
Check out the flyer, mark your calendar, and feel free to ask questions of me. You
are also encouraged to ask your Chapter Director to attend the Camp with you. I'm
sure they would enjoy the time and appreciate the knowledge they will gain, too.
I'm here to help, and I love making contact with you.
Be Blessed, Carol and Gary Williams
Michigan District Couple of the Year Coordinator
517.262.6314
gwrra.mi.coy2014@gmail.com
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Brent and I have just returned from the
Spring Wing Warm-up, in Rockville, Indiana.
It took us 7 1/2 hours (398 miles) to get
there, but the rally was great. We had such a
great time. We enjoyed watching and participating in the events and training modules.
I even had my picture taken with a cow.
Turns out he and his wife became utterly
famous as they won the award for best
dressed couple.

Brent completed the Rider Course Instructor Certification Program in Columbus, IN. We visited
Chapter L in Lansing and went to Chapter C’s Anniversary Party having great fun with our extended family. Look for me at the ARC classes.
We especially enjoyed the Covered Bridge Ride, 5 hours including lunch, with all the history we
learned about Parke County. We took a trip to the locations were they hold an annual Cover
Bridge Festival in the fall. We were able to visit 13 bridges and saw a few in the distance because they were on graveled roads.
We would like to thank Ray & Melinda Faber, and their staff for a great weekend.
I am very glad that the Active Shooter Training Module was presented. If you have not seen this
information, it is well worth your time.
John Lee’s ride with lunch and one of the stops was Clinton Falls.
We all know Brent had to check out the bridge. He did say it
swings a lot while you walk on it. We took a lot of cool pictures.
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Distracted Driving
Distracted driving is any activity that could divert a person’s attention away from the primary task of driving. All
distractions seriously endanger the driver, passengers, and others’ safety, especially those of us who operate motorcycles.
The types of distractions include but are not limited to:
Testing
Using a cell phone or smartphone
Eating and drinking
Talking to passengers
Grooming
Reading, including maps
Using a navigation system
Watching a video
Adjusting a radio, cd player, or MP3 player
The Center for Disease Control stated in a survey that:
69% of drivers in the United States ages 18-64 reported that they had talked on their cell phone while driving within the 30 days prior to the survey 31% of U.S. drivers ages 18-64 reported that they had read or sent text
messages or email messages while driving at least once within the 30 days prior to the survey.
In 2009, the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute found that five seconds is the average times your eyes are off the
road while texting. When traveling at 55 mph, that is enough time to cover the length of a football field-----blindfolded.
David Strayer, a professor of cognition and neural science at the University of Utah, has written several studies on
distracted driving. “You can’t be looking at a screen and be looking at the road at the same time.” The screens “are
enabling activities that take your eyes off the road for longer than most safety advocates would say is safe”.
CBS News has reported that the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety found that using the voice-controlled systems
commonly found in today’s cars to sync smartphones, can distract drivers long enough to go as far as three football
fields once they’ve finished using it.
Have you ever attempted to operate the various systems on your bike while riding?
Hands free devices are legal in most states, but tinkering with them while riding reduces your focus on the road.
The safest action is to pull over if you need to make a call. Just like cell phone use in a car, occupying your hands
and attention with anything other controlling your bike increases the chance of you getting into an accident. If you
have a GPS unit that requires some adjustment directly on the unit, the only safe way to do that is to pull over at a
safe spot, stop your bike, and concentrate only on that task.
It is the mission of GWRRA and that of your Chapter Educator to share with you information that makes you think,
ask yourself questions to share with your Chapter, and then have the courage to act on this information by being a
safe rider on the roads even while others take the hazards of operating vehicles and motorcycles too lightly.
Shared by Tyrone Scott, MI—S2-CE
Stay Safe,
Dennis and Felicia Schulte, MI-ADE
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Hi Guys
We are hard at work trying to get Vendors for the Michigan Rally August 4-6, 2016
Remember the theme is Gunsmoke this year it going to be a blast and we know you won’t Want to
miss it, The Michigan Bloodmobile will be with us on Saturday August 6 th from 11- 3
The Region D Rally is back in Coldwater, MI this year and that’s sure to be a Blast. Theme is USA
PROUD!
And don’t forget to check out the events page there’s all sorts of great rides and events going on
So come get caught up in the FUN that is the Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Ride Often, Ride Safe

Rob & Pam Robinson
Michigan East Central Section
Assistant District Directors / Vendor Coordinators
Rob-248-255-5859 bjr365@comcast.net
Pam-248-255-5860 pjr365@gmail.com
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Well it looks like the last week of May the weather finally getting warm. Two weeks ago on
Sunday I was mowing the lawn and it snowed on me. I guess that’s Michigan weather.
We went to Chapter C Anniversary party. We had
a lot of fun . The food was good . They had a lot of
games to play. You win money (play money) then
buy prizes with the money. They had a lot of people
show up. If you didn’t go you missed a good time.
We also went to Chapter J Mall Show. They have
the bikes set up to look nice. We all need to go to this
chapter events to help them make money to run
there chapter. Also when you sell tickets it help the
District (MI) to make money to run and the more
tickets you sell the more money we can give to Rainbow Connection. Also the more tickets you sell it will
help your chapter make money.
Just a reminder Region D early registration you
could win 2 tires for your bike or if you have a trike
you could win a front tire.
Michigan early registration you have a chance to win $100.00.
All of us have to start going to more Chapter events. If we want
more participation at our events we
have to attend there events.

Thank You,
Bob & Marcia Kinsey, ADD
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A new chapter in GWRRA training for Me!
This time in the area of rider education. I attended
the instructor training class for GWRRA’s ARC
(Advanced Rider Course) along with 5 others. We
spent 4 days at the Columbus, IN Airport. On
Thursday we painted the course and learned some
presentation skills then got to practice a few of the
exercises. On Friday and Saturday we each took
part in presenting some of the classroom material
and learned to instruct, and demo each exercise.
When we were not teaching or doing demos we
acted as students and hopefully improved our own riding skills. It is great
to improve your existing skills as well as learning some new skills and
maybe breaking a bad habit. We had a beautiful day on Sunday as we (6
instructor candidates) conducted a real class of GWRRA members in the
classroom and on the rider course. We had 10 bikes and 4 of them had co
-riders, so there were 14 members in the class. We also gained some new
GW friends. The list of instructor candidates included Ron Marcinko from
Ohio, Rick Warmels and Chuck Jacobs from Indiana, and Michigan had 3
instructor candidates attending - Brent Blackburn from Chapter E - Tyrone
Scott from Chapter S2 - and myself. The most memorable part was that
some of the participants thanked us at the end. There were a couple of
people who ended the day with noticeable improved skills. If you have not
taken the ARC why not give it a try?
The ride home was a different story when I saw the temp on my bike as
low as 37 degrees. Yep, it was that weekend where some of you saw snow flurries. I made it home at 12:40am.
THANK YOU ! If you ever made a contribution to Region D’s “Send An Instructor To Camp”! That fund took care of
1/2 of our room or if we shared a room it
completely covered our lodging for this
training! A big thanks to Ron & Jan
Smith for making it happen! Don’t stop
now the funds need to be replenished for
the next time instructors are trained.
Ken & Patti Kintner,
MI District Trainers
ken@vplenawee.com
(517) 902-9893
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DATE

EVENT

CHAPTER

PLACE

JUNE
June 4
June 4
June 11
June 12
June 16-18
June 18
June 24-26

ARC Range Only / TRC
Chapter Campout
Fun Run
Picnic In The Park
Buckeye Rally
ARC / TRC
Chapter Campout

MI Rider Education
Chapter Z
Chapter E
Chapter L
Ohio District
MI Rider Education
Chapter J2

Pontiac, MI
Indian River, MI
Waterford, MI
Lansing, MI
Canfield, OH
Grayling, MI
Clare, MI

Reno Rendezvous
ARC / TRC
SRC Sidecar Only
Chapter Campout
Pizza In The Park
ARC / TRC
Region D Rally

GWRRA
MI Rider Education
MI Rider Education
Chapter Y
Chapter N
MI Rider Education
Region D

Reno, NV
Stockbridge, MI
Stockbridge, MI
Houghton Lake, MI
Muskegon, MI
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Coldwater, MI

AUGUST
August 4-6
August 12-13
August 13
August 18-20
August 31 –Sept 1-3

Michigan Rally (Gun Smoke)
Soo Locks Campout
Picnic Group Video 2015
East Central Section Campout
Wing Ding 38

Michigan District
Chapter Q
Chapter S2
Chapter V2 Host
GWRRA

Evart, MI
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Bellville, MI
TBA
Billings, MT

SEPTEMBER
September 9-10
September 11
September 11
September 24

Chapter Campout
Anniversary Party
32nd Annual Toy Run
Anniversary Party

Ontario H
Chapter K2
Chapter W
Chapter F2

Sault Ste. Marie, CA
Big Rapids, MI
Adrian, MI
Davison, MI

JULY
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

7-9
16
17
15-17
23
23
28-30
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