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Ladies and gentlemen, start your engines! It’s time to put
some rubber dust on the road. We have had pretty much a typical Michigan spring, a tease of warm weather followed by a “get
back in the cooler” spell. By the end of May, we’ll be saying, boy
I wish it wasn’t so hot! That will be fine with me.

Have you looked at the District web site lately? It is a great
reference for chapter information such as when and where they
meet, who to contact and such. We have an Upcoming Events
Page that’s great to print out and keep on hand to give you a
MI DISTRICT TEAM
thought where you might want to set up a chapter ride to this
Contact Information
summer. Kim and I are going to run down to Indiana for their
listed on last page
Spring Warm up on May 19th and 20th and then on to the Buckeye Rally in June. We wouldn’t miss the Region D Rally, this year it will be in Coldwater, Michigan on July 28th to the 30th.
Bob & Kim Scott
MI District Directors
bobnkim58@gmail.com

The Michigan Rally follows only a week later, Aug. 4-6th back in Evart, Michigan.
We have so many ideas rolling around I know we won’t get them all squeezed in! Gun
Smoke is the theme and Western Fun is the game. We are going to have some time
on the range- the gun range that is. We have a NRA instructor who will keep it safe as
we hold a 22 caliber hand gun shoot off for top gun braggin rights. You may bring
your own legal 22 hand gun or we will provide you with one to use and if you have
never fired a weapon before, one on one instructors will give you that opportunity.
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You can also fire a real western 45 caliber revolver to experience what the cowboys had
to work with 120 years ago. We might have a square dance (no spurs allowed) and
some new parlor games we are cooking up. If you missed last year, don’t you dare
miss this one! We might just have to send the posse out after you all!
PS the Early Bird registration for the Michigan Rally is due by June 25 th and the prize
this year will be easy to take back home with you. How about a check for $100.00? The
form is on the next page of this newsletter.
Speaking of the rally reminded me to ask you if you are trying to help your District
by selling our $10,000.00 Raffle Tickets? We want to be able to make a nice contribution to Rainbow Connection and maintain our District as we have in the past. Your help
is needed and appreciated.
If the Lord is willing, Wing Ding is in our future come Aug. 31—Sept 3rd. Billings
can’t really be all that far can it? From Gladwin it’s almost 1500 miles each way but if
the health holds out we are going. Come on and join us!
Once again, we are doing our best to give money away each month and are having
a hard time doing it. If you know Dan West from chapter H-2, Taylor, Michigan, give
him the raspberries for not finding 380424 last month as he could be on his way to rival
Donald Trump with the $25.00 he missed. So look hard this month and call the District
Director by the 15th of May to claim your prize if you see your membership # hidden
amongst the pages of our newsletter.
I have to go, my ride is calling me!
Bob Scott, Michigan District Director

2016 Region D
Couples of the Year!
Brent & Sandra Blackburn
Michigan
Gary & Karen Ballou
Ohio
Ray & Melinda Faber
Indiana

Michigan
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Ohio

Indiana

Couple & Chapter of the Year

Brent & Sandra are Chapter Educators at Chapter E
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We just finished our annual Mall Show here in Jackson, and getting all the Wings out
made us itching to ride. After all, who doesn't like a chance for a good ride? Especially
when you reach your destination you're sure to have a great time with friends, fun,
food, and knowledge?!?!
We put the flier in last month, and now again, to announce and invite ALL Couples of
the Year to our Region D Couple of the Year Camp on Saturday, June 25, 2016 in Portland, Indiana. This would be for All Chapter Couples along with the three District Couples. It is a fun and informative time where you learn more of the Selection Process.
Even if you are not sure if you want to go on through the process, please plan on attending. It is so much fun and you'll make so many new friends.
Some will drive in for the day, many will be camping, and some will be sleeping at a
hotel (like me!).
Prior to this year, the camp was put on by just the Indiana District, yet others were invited. (We attended a couple times.) Now the Region is hosting it, with all of the
Michigan, Indiana and Ohio Couples encouraged to attend. This way all three states
are 'on the same page' for any information passed on to Couples concerning the Selection Process.
Check out the flyer, mark your calendar, and feel free to ask questions of me. You are
also encouraged to ask your Chapter Director to attend the Camp with you. I'm sure
they would enjoy the time and appreciate the knowledge they will gain, too. Chapter
Directors, I hope you will encourage your Couples to attend!
I'm here to help, and I love making contact with you.
Be Blessed,
Carol and Gary Williams
Michigan District Couple of the Year Coordinator
Chapter MI-J Directors
517.262.6314
gwrra.mi.coy2014@gmail.com
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Who doesn't like a chance for a good ride? Especially when you reach your destination you'll have a great time with friends, fun, food, and knowledge?!?!
I'm very excited to announce our Region D Couple of the Year Camp on Saturday,
June 25, 2016 in Portland, Indiana. This would be for District and All Chapter Couples. It is a fun and informative time where you learn more of the Selection process. Even if you are not sure if you want to go on through the process, please plan on
attending. It is so much fun and you'll make so many new friends.
Some will drive in for the day, many will be camping, and some will be sleeping at a
hotel (like me!).
Check out the flyer, mark your calendar, and feel free to ask questions of me. You
are also encouraged to ask your Chapter Director to attend the Camp with you. I'm
sure they would enjoy the time and appreciate the knowledge they will gain, too.
I'm here to help, and I love making contact with you.
Be Blessed, Carol and Gary Williams
Michigan District Couple of the Year Coordinator
517.262.6314
gwrra.mi.coy2014@gmail.com
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Sandy and I would like to once again thank Michigan Chapter E for selecting us as
the 2015 Couple of the Year. We were surprised when we were announced at the Chapter’s Fun Run last year.
Here is a little history about ourselves, we met on a blind date set up by my friends
that were somehow related to her. We met at one of Sandys’ family outings on Memorial weekend 1985, Sandy had a cast on her leg. I was attending college at the Purdue
University extension in Kokomo, Indiana. I was so busy that I didn’t have time for girls.
Then she called me for a date Labor Day weekend. Well, we hit it off from there.
We were married on February 28 th , 1987. We have 3 children, two daughters and
a son. Our oldest, Christi, is married and has a 2 year old daughter Bailee. Our son,
Alan, is married and has a 4 mouth old son Jack. You might have met part of our family
last year at the East Central Section Campout. Our youngest daughter, Teressa, attends Phoenix University here in Michigan.
I bought my first motorcycle in 2000, it was a 1976 Yamaha Virago. Then I was
transferred to Michigan for work in 2001. We finally bought a house in Ortonville in
June 2002, after living our entire life in Kokomo. Then after not riding for many years, I
was let go from Delphi in 2009. During my job search, my dad wanted me to look for a
job around Charlotte, NC. He told me to get my learner permit for motorcycle, so I did.
Once we got down there to his house, we started riding everywhere we went. My dad
had me start out on the 2006 Honda Shadow and he rode the 1985 Honda Goldwing
Aspencade. After about two weeks of riding, he told me to ride the Goldwing, and after
my first ride on the Goldwing I told him I loved riding it. Then around Christmas 2012,
my wife told me she bought my dads 1985 Goldwing. I was so excited, now I had to
get my endorsement. I got online and registered in the first class I could find, it was a
3 day course starting March 15, 2013. It was cold for the instructional portion on Friday
night. Then on Saturday morning I got up and went outside to 28 degrees and 3 inches
of snow. This was going to first real day of instructional training, except for what my
dad taught me. It was fun with all the slush on the road course.
continued...
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I joined GWRRA in May 2013, we started to visit chapters close to us. The first
chapter was F-2 in Davidson at a gathering, then went on a dinner ride. We ended up
at Bullfrog’s in our hometown of all places. We were headed home from the dinner ride
and saw about 20 Goldwings at Frosty Boys Ice Cream, go figure. We passed them by
and then I asked Sandy if she wanted to go see what they were all about, so we turned
and pulled in. This was a very friendly group of Goldwing riders. It was Chapter E out
on an ice cream ride. We stayed and talked to just about everyone that night and we
were hooked. Then I added Sandy in March 2014. We became the Chapter Rider Educators on October 15, 2014. Sandy was a Red Cross First Aid/CPR/AED instructor, perfect
fit for Rider Educators, so we were told. Now she is also a Medic First Aid/CPR/AED instructor. The first year we rode 6600 miles in 2013, 11097 miles in 2014. Then we purchased a 2008 Goldwing in December 2014 and rode 24759 miles in 2015. Our son,
Alan, now rides the 1985 Goldwing.
We became the Chapter “E” Couple of the Year in June 2015. We had no idea what
we were in for. Then came the Michigan District selection process, we were very nervous about this, but decided “Nothing ventured, nothing gained”. We are having a great
time visiting other chapters and going to other region events. We want to encourage all
the selected Chapter Couples of the Year to participate in the District Process. We are
honored to represent the Michigan District as their couple of the year. The year is just
starting and we have started mapping a schedule, so we can visit each Chapter in the
District. You never know where we might show up, Rally’s, Campouts, gatherings or
other events. We look forward to making new friends and meeting up with old friends.
Thank You,
Brent and Sandy Blackburn
2016 Michigan District Couple of the Year
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There are the obvious sights and sounds of summer like the birds singing,
people mowing their lawns, kids both young and not so young playing with their
bikes. Then there are the more subtle signs of summer like the Amish driving
their horse and buggy pulling their fishing boat down the highway. Today was
the first time I had ever seen that sight, just lets you know that there are always things new to see out there. Just don’t let the new things become a distraction.
There are many activities coming up over the next few months and I hope to
see many of you out having fun and participating at these events. This month
we have the Indiana Spring Warm Up and Chapter V’s Memorial Day Weekend
Campout. Both sound like a lot of fun. In addition to these events many chapters have rides planned along with day trips, dinners and other opportunities to
get together and have a lot of fun.
I am hoping to see many of our chapter Couples of the Year attending the
annual Region D Couple of the year Day camp and camp out. This is fun filled
day/weekend learning about the Couple of the Year selection process, getting
to know other couples, eating, and playing games. It all takes place June 25 at
the Jay County Fairgrounds in Portland, Indiana. There will also be a pot luck
lunch on the 25th, everyone is asked to bring a dish to pass, the meat will be
provided. Camping is available onsite for $20 a night, for those that prefer to
motel camp there is a Holiday Inn Express about a mile away. This event is
open to all Couples of the Year, CD’s, MEC’s and anyone else that wants to learn
more about the program. Check out the flier and RSVP to Gary and Carol Meyerholtz at regiondmec@gmail.com or call them at 812-639-7776 by June 4th.
Cheryl and Randy Wiggins
Membership Enhancement Coordinator
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There are new tri-fold brochures available for “Motorist Awareness”. Click the links to
download the PDF files which are designed to be printed on both sides of a full sheet of paper.
These links are on the District Website Motorist Awareness Program page.
Stay Safe,
Dennis and Felicia Schulte, MI-ADE
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Procrastination, “to postpone doing something, especially as a regular practice”
One word that can cause more than its share of problems, I seem to get more then my
share of use out of it. Like oh I have 4 months to put the new rotor on the wing then in
the blink of an eye I have a week left to get it done, Yes I did it but the point is I could
have done it and put my thoughts to other things and checked that off my to do list.
Find the same holds true for this article, thought I’d write something around the middle
of the month just couldn’t think of anything so here I am with two days left and not much
on paper. Someday I’ll stop well maybe.
Well a new riding season is underway sure was great to climb back in the saddle and
fire it up!
No procrastination, there folks will have over a Thousand Miles this season by the time
you read this.
Rode with Chapter D2 to Jackson on Saturday the Twenty-Third West Texas BBQ for a
Great Lunch (Ribs) Wood Smoked oh are they good but there not open on Sunday, then
over to Chapter J’s Mall Show, and of course Ice Cream at the Parlour to finish off our day
in Jackson, Pam and I rode up to Q2’s Gathering on the twenty-fourth. Kind of a chilly
start when we left at Seven a.m. it was Thirty – Eight degrees, Good times with Great
people!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
So do your T-Clock’s and get them out its Finely Time Too Ride!!!!!!!!! Ride Safe!
Hope to see you on the road.
Rob & Pam Robinson
East Central Section ADD’s / Vendor Coordinators

Page 12

It was both secular and faith based volunteers that fed, clothed and housed the refugees in the aftermath of the storm. As FEMA set up and spun its wheels in Katrina aftermath, it was average Americans
Volunteers who consolidated their resources and set up distribution of food, water and clothing to people
who were wiped out by the storm.
Volunteering has a long history in this country. It started with our pioneers banding together to survive the rigors of homesteading, and manifested itself in barn raising, crop harvesting, and mutual defense. Benjamin Franklin formed the first volunteer fire brigade in 1736, Clara Barton formed the Red
Cross Volunteers in 1881, and United Way was founded in 1887in Denver, Colorado. In our colonial history, the poor were taken care of by the churches. The parishioners tithed the church, and the churches
distributed a portion of that tithe to those in need. Our ancestors understood the concept of a TEAM approach. Together Everyone Accomplish More long before the 375083 GWRRA adopted the slogan.
Volunteerism and volunteering is the lifeblood of the GWRRA. Since it’s founding in 1977 volunteers
have staffed and managed the GWRRA. At present about 60,000 people donate their time and effort to
make this organization a success. Why do we give of our time and energy to do something free without
compensation? I think there is the answer to that question is our history and national character of being
generous, but more importantly it’s the benefit we personally derive from being a volunteer to a cause or
an organization.
A GWRRA member who volunteers their time to accomplish a task, no matter how insignificant
it may appear at the time gains a personal sense of satisfaction and of accomplishment. Volunteering to work in your local Chapter or District event exercises our sound judgment, personality, and creative thinking skills. For younger members it is a chance to use the skills that
build a successful work career. A volunteer uses the same skills a CEO of a major corporation
uses to manage his or her business. Planning, scheduling, energy, intelligence, and honest effort are all key ingredients of a work ethic that creates a successful company or individual.
For “Seasoned” GWRRA members, volunteering is a chance to renew those same skills that sustained
our successful work careers. In addition it gives an older and more experienced member a chance to
mentor a younger member to learn or develop a new skill, be part of a community, and to achieve a
sense of accomplishment and achievement. Think back to your school days as a child and remember
your favorite teacher, and why that person was your favorite. It wasn’t the weekly spelling test or the
grueling math exams that endeared that person to you. It’s the fact, that teacher someone who was
older and more experienced than you took the time to show an interest in you personally. It may have
you with some fond memories or account for a direction in your life to pursue some special interest or
career? If you can remember those special moment with that teacher and the encouragement you received, then you can understand the power of being involved and active in your local Chapter as a volunteer.
If you are a new member and young then get involved. If you are an old member and have been a
Chapter Director, Senior Chapter Director and served on State Staff and done it all, then stay involved,
Young, old, inexperienced or experienced it’s all the same. Volunteering is a perfect vehicle to discover
something good about you and to develop new skills. Mahatma Gandhi is often incorrectly quoted with
the statement, “Live as you were to die tomorrow”. The other half of the statement that is seldom included is “Learn as if you were to live forever.” What Gandhi is saying is it’s never too late to learn new
skill, and there is no reason you should stop adding to you knowledge regardless of age or whether you
are employed or retired.
Julian & Mary Jo Meade
Chapter D2, Howell Wings
* Quote per Winston Churchill
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Submitted by Rob & Pam Robinson

Hi everyone. It looks like spring is finally here. When checking your bike
and you see you need new tires, make sure you check the date they were
made. Here’s how you can check the age of your motorcycle tires. Look for
an 11 or 12 character serial number on your tire’s Sidewall. No, you don’t
have to de-code the entire long number, just look at the last four digits (for
tires made since the year 2000) those last four digits tell you the week number and the year that the tire was made. For example, if the number ends
with 4202, the tire was made 42st week of the year 2002. This code works for tires that was made since
the year 2000. I bought a front tire for my bike in the spring. I rode the bike all summer. When I took
the bike out next spring and checked the tire it was dry rotted. I took the tire back to where I bought
and I found it was 5 years old. They wouldn’t do anything about the tire.
Chapter J is the host chapter for Region D Rally in Coldwater, MI. They need road captain and tail
gunners for the rides that they are setting up, especially for Thursday night dinner ride. If you help them
contact Randy Lea (517-652-1289)
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Is training in your future? There are many changes taking place in GWRRA training if you
would like to become a trainer for any or all of the programs please let me know and I’ll get
you on a list for a future University class.
GWRRA has a new vision statement: “GWRRA University is the driving force for the
growth of GWRRA through inspiring leaders, skilled riders and involved members.” Many of
the training that has been done in the past will be changing soon. It will be more interactive,
designed to meet the specific needs of the audience, will include FUN activities. You will leave
with a specific game plan (commitment) as to how you will use the knowledge you’ve gained.
Many of the new training opportunities will be available at Wing Ding this year in Billings, MT.
Great Job submitting flyers to your ADDs if you look at the events on the website or page
34 of this newsletters most of the events are blue and underlined which means they are
linked to your flyers! Remember to check this WHAT IS NEEDED FOR FLYERS document to
make sure your flyer contains all the information that is needed before submitting it to your
ADD. Until the Northern and Western sections have a new ADD please send your event flyers
to DD Bob & Kim Scott.
Don’t miss the FUN at Region D Rally! Remember those NASCAR racers from last year?
We will have more of the same type of fun as the EAGLES FLY! Then it will be time to get
ready for the old west fun at the Michigan Rally where the theme is Gun Smoke. Hope to see
you all soon!
Ken & Patti Kintner, MI District Trainers
ken@vplenawee.com 517-902-9893
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Lloyd & Becky Glydewell

Well, Hellloooooooo!
We finally know how to get to Michigan!! LOL!
Last month we traveled to J’s gathering to visit with
Gary &amp; Carol Williams and their chapter. We are very
thankful they are our host Chapter for Region D Rally in
Coldwater this year (and probably next as well). We were
able to meet a lot of the members and had a great time at
the gathering. Everyone is looking forward to putting on a
really good rally! We could definitely not do this without
them. Thank you so very much!!
Our next trek up north was to Chapter C’s ‘Hix in the
Stix’ party. Everyone, but us, was dressed for the part, bib
overhauls, straw hats, missin’ teeth!! Tim &amp; Pam Hanson provided us with good food, really fun games and thousands of dollars for their auction. Blind auction we might
say. You spend all that money for something you can’t even
see until you win the bid!! It was a hoot and a really good
time for everyone. Thank you for our invitation, it was well
worth the drive!!
We look forward to our next road to adventure hopefully
soon!!
Lloyd & Becky Glydewell
Region D Directors

Page 16

Photos shared by John Drozdowski Chapter C
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DATE

EVENT

CHAPTER

PLACE

MAY
May 12-15
May 19-21
May 21-24
May 27-30

Rider Course Instructor Training
Spring Wing Warm-up
Indiana District
Trike Rider Course Instructor Training
Memorial Weekend Campout
Chapter V

Columbus, IN
Rockville, IN
Columbus, IN
Beaverton, MI

JUNE
June 4
June 4
June 11
June 12
June 16-18
June 18
June 24-26

ARC Range Only / TRC
Chapter Campout
Fun Run
Picnic In The Park
Buckeye Rally
ARC / TRC
Chapter Campout

MI Rider Education
Chapter Z
Chapter E
Chapter L
Ohio District
MI Rider Education
Chapter J2

Pontiac, MI
Indian River, MI
Waterford, MI
Lansing, MI
Canfield, OH
Grayling, MI
Clare, MI

Reno Rendezvous
ARC / TRC
SRC Sidecar Only
Chapter Campout
Pizza In The Park
ARC / TRC
Region D Rally

GWRRA
MI Rider Education
MI Rider Education
Chapter Y
Chapter N
MI Rider Education
Region D

Reno, NV
Stockbridge, MI
Stockbridge, MI
Houghton Lake, MI
Muskegon, MI
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Coldwater, MI

AUGUST
August 4-6
August 12-13
August 13
August 18-20
August 31 –Sept 1-3

Michigan Rally (Gun Smoke)
Soo Locks Campout
Picnic Group Video 2015
East Central Section Campout
Wing Ding 38

Michigan District
Chapter Q
Chapter S2
Chapter V2 Host
GWRRA

Evart, MI
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Bellville, MI
TBA
Billings, MT

SEPTEMBER
September 9-10
September 11
September 11
September 24

Chapter Campout
Anniversary Party
32nd Annual Toy Run
Anniversary Party

Ontario H
Chapter K2
Chapter W
Chapter F2

Sault Ste. Marie, CA
Big Rapids, MI
Adrian, MI
Davison, MI

JULY
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

7-9
16
17
15-17
23
23
28-30
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