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     This is a special message to all our “snow Wings” in southern 
states. It’s time to pack up those campers, get out the map and 

compass , plug in the GPS, or follow a flock of geese, however 
you do it, HEAD NORTH ! The snow is gone, the grass is starting 

to green up, and some of us rode in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

March 19th in Clare, Michigan. So this is it, you are hereby noti-
fied, spring is here. 

 
     Speaking of being notified, did you look for your membership 

number in last month’s District News? I found the number but it 

wasn’t mine! If Terry Phipps from chapter Q-2 had found 
#181010, he could have put $25.00 in the bank!  It looks like 

about 200 to 250 members actually read the District paper each 
month.  I don’t have the facts in front of me, but I would guess there are about 2,500 

GW members in Michigan. So about   10% read our paper. If each of our 200 could 
convince just one fellow chapter member to go online and look at the District news 

just once, we would and are able to track this. We have done this promotion since De-
cember 2015, four months, and only had one winner! So I’m asking our Chapter Di-

rectors and Member Enhancement Coordinators to talk to your chapters and have 
some fun with this.  To claim your membership # being in the paper, call or email Bob 

Scott by the 15th of that month.  Phone # 989-429-9144   or  bobnkim58@gmail.com 
 

         continued... 
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Michigan  Ohio   Indiana  

2016 Region D 

Couples of the Year! 

Brent & Sandra Blackburn 

Michigan 

Gary & Karen Ballou 

Ohio 

Ray & Melinda Faber 

Indiana 

     I have always tried to look and write about upcoming events as the past can’t be re-

claimed. If you missed it, I can’t bring it back for a do over!  However, I have to at 
least say Wingless was a ball! It’s been a while since I’ve seen everyone have that 

much fun. The Michigan Team is now hard at work getting ready for what will be a rally 
to remember. Our rides will be changed up a bit from last year for variety, our Thurs-

day Night Dinner ride will be back, and we want to include chapter skits, chapter 
games, Vendors, Rider Ed. Seminars, Top Gun, Amazing Team Challenge, and maybe 

some bike games.  The city of Evart is once again having a concert on Saturday night, 
so we have a lot of planning to do! 

     We are looking for someone to join our District Team as an Assistant District Direc-

tor for Michigan’s West Side.  We would like to see someone from the chapters that 
make up the west side give this a try, it is a great way to expand your circle of friends, 

and an opportunity to serve others.  It will not take up too much of your time and be-
lieve me, if I can do it, so can you! You know, we have a woman running for President 

of the United States, maybe it’s time for a woman Assistant District Director? 

     Sad News.  We have lost another GWRRA family member.  Rowena MacAfee passed 
away. There will be a memorial service June 14th 2016 from 1pm till 4pm at the Oge-

maw Township Hall.  Going North on I-75, exit at the 215 mile exit and go East about 
one mile.  The hall is on the left (North) side, at the corner of Gray Rd.  Doug & Rowena 

were recently ADDs for the Northern Section. 

     Well, the grass is getting long; maybe I should mow it before it starts raining. They 
don’t call me BS for nothing! 

         Bob Scott    

         Michigan District Director 
         (517) 429-9144 



I would like to begin by once again congratulating our new 2016 Michigan District Couple of the 
Year, Brent and Sandra Blackburn! This is going to be a fun and exciting year for them as they 
represent our great state of Michigan.  The friends and memories they will make as Gold Wing Road 
Rider Ambassadors will last them a lifetime. 
 
For all of our Chapter Couples who have been honored by being selected as their Chapter Couple of 
the Year, I trust you are having fun and making great memories as well.  Each of you have one 
very important job to do during 'your year.'  Are you ready for that responsibility? 
I hope so.  That job is to keep doing what you've always done with your Chapter, which is why you 
were honored to begin with, and have fun doing it! 
 
Often Chapter Couples love to be involved even more.  That's great!  I would like to encourage 
every couple to keep a notebook, either old school paper style, or on your electronic device, of 
all your involvements this year.  Record the dates and places of Training Opportunities you take, 
Rallies you attend and what you participate in at those Rallies, Chapter activities you partici-
pate in, and any other Chapters you may visit while with your own Chapter or on your own. 
 
If you choose to be involved in the Selection process next year at Wingless, this will help you 
in that process.  If you choose not to be involved, then you simply have a record to remember all 
your fun times during the year.  It's a win-win! 
 
Chapter Directors, I hope you are remembering to honor your Couple every chance you get.  It's 
not difficult.  Recognize them at every Gathering.  Make sure their picture is in your monthly 
Newsletter and on your Website.  Let them be first in line at any dinners.  (I know that one is 
difficult as they are often involved in the dinner preparations, but try anyway).  Please do the 
same with your Individual of the Year as well, as they also deserve the recognition. 
 
These are just a few ways to recognize your Couple or Individual.  Do you have other ways that 
you use in your Chapter?  I would love to hear about your ideas.  Please let me know what you do 
to honor your Couple and Individual in your Chapter. 
 

So as we're springing into Spring, getting ready to ride, and making all our 
plans for the summer to come, I hope that Brent and Sandra and all Chapter 
Couples have a fun, adventurous, and safe riding season. 
 
    Be Blessed, 
    Carol and Gary Williams 
    Michigan District Couple of the Year Coordinator 
    Chapter MI-J Directors 
    517.262.6314 
    gwrra.mi.coy2014@gmail.com  
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     Who doesn't like a chance for a good ride?  Especially when you reach your destina-

tion you'll have a great time with friends, fun, food, and knowledge?!?! 
     I'm very excited to announce our Region D Couple of the Year Camp on Saturday, 

June 25, 2016 in Portland, Indiana.  This would be for District and All Chapter Cou-
ples.  It is a fun and informative time where you learn more of the Selection proc-

ess.  Even if you are not sure if you want to go on through the process, please plan on 
attending.  It is so much fun and you'll make so many new friends. 

     Some will drive in for the day, many will be camping, and some will be sleeping at a 
hotel (like me!). 

     Check out the flyer, mark your calendar, and feel free to ask questions of me.  You 
are also encouraged to ask your Chapter Director to attend the Camp with you.  I'm 

sure they would enjoy the time and appreciate the knowledge they will gain, too. 
I'm here to help, and I love making contact with you. 

 
    Be Blessed,  Carol and Gary Williams 

    Michigan District Couple of the Year Coordinator 

    517.262.6314    gwrra.mi.coy2014@gmail.com  
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Couple & Chapter of the Year 

Brent & Sandra are Chapter Educators at Chapter E 
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There will be a memorial service on June 18th 2016 from 1:00PM till 4:00 PM at 

the Ogemaw Township Hall. Going North on I-75, exit at the 215 mile exit and go 

East about one mile, Hall is on the left (North) side, at the corner of Gray Road.

We all will miss your kind words and happy smile! 

Rest in Peace Rowena! 



Wingless Weekend in Michigan has come and gone, with great memories shared by so many participants.  The float 

parade was one of the best events that have been held at Wingless Weekend. The floats built and the costumes worn 

were top notch, and took a lot of time and work for those chapters that participated.   They also provided a great 

deal of enjoyment and laughter for the members watching! 

Michigan Rider Education hosted four seminars, with great attendance.  The Co-Rider seminar and the Helmet Myths 

seminar were given by new trainers and received great participation from the trainers’ home chapter in each semi-

nar.  Glen Grasley gave the Level Up seminar and gained great participation, and Lynne Snyder gave the Motorcy-

cling for Mature Riders seminar, another valuable tool needed by all of us and gained great participation.  

Ron and Jan Smith came through for us all with two sets of large dolls and one amazing clock.  Jan also put her 

salesmanship skills to work by getting a necklace and two gorgeous bracelet watches donated to Michigan Rider Edu-

cation, and put her gaming skills to work by bringing two new games to the table, “Sort Out Safety Pins From Rice 

Blindfolded” and “Guess How Many Jelly Beans Are in the Jar”.  Their hard work and constant love of Rider Education 

resulted in almost five hundred dollars worth of ticket sales. 

Thanks to donations from several chapters, including Chapter Q2, Chapter S2, Chapter G, Michigan Rider Education, 

and some beautiful handmade items from Sandy Bargeron of Chapter V, Gayle Jisa of Chapter E, and Mona McCaul-

ley of Chapter J2, we were able to raise almost two hundred dollars from ticket sales at the dartboard game. 

Thank you again to those who worked at the Rider Education table to allow us breaks to put on our first seminar, 

have lunch with Jan and her team of workers, and visit the vendors.  You are all greatly appreciated by us.   

It takes a great deal of hard work to make this amount of money by the volunteers who set up, staff, and break 

down the Rider Education “booth” and it also takes lots of visitors who want to come join in the fun, but be assured 

that this money is being used to benefit all of the members.  For example, to put on MFA/First Aid, seminars, and 

rider courses, the small amount we ask from our members in no way pays for the equipment, the insurance cover-

age cost, the supplies, the venues, nor the trainers.   When a program is re-vamped as MFA/First has recently been, 

additional equipment costs are incurred that must be funded through Rider Education funds held.  The seminar train-

ers and the rider course trainers do not get paid and for some of us, actually use their vacation time from work to 

put on these trainings. We also spend time to prepare for these trainings, because we are proud to teach others 

what we know.  

During the officers meeting held on Sunday, Harry and Marcia Emmert were given a certificate for Honorary Senior 

Chapter Educator of Chapter G2.  Brent Blackburn, Sandy Blackburn, Dennis Schulte, and Felicia Schulte were given 

their certificates for achieving Seminar Presenter status.  Bob Ungrey was sworn in as new Chapter Educator for 

Chapter G2.  Susan Stoddard was unable to attend Wingless Weekend, so she is also a new Chapter Educator for 

Chapter W, installed on March 13th at their chapter gathering. 

Best wishes for the four candidates from Michigan attending RCICP training in Columbus, Indiana in April!  You will 

be making a valuable contribution to the continuance of the valuable Rider Course classroom and range training to 

GWRRA.    

         Stay Safe, 

         Dennis and Felicia Schulte, MI-ADE 
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Are you having FUN yet? Chapter A, C, and F2 attended Chapter S2's Breakfast on March 12, 2016, to 

capture their Mascots. For an effective rescue, the chapters had to sing a farewell song. Chapter A 

and F2 joined forces to sing Na Na, Hey Hey Hey, Goodbye. Chapter C sang a song in English and Pol-

ish. What a great time. We laughed the whole time. I encourage all Chapters to attend another Chap-

ter and Kidnap their mascot and see how much fun you can have.  GWRRA - FRIENDS for FUN, 

SAFETY, and KNOWLEDGE. 

 

Kenneth E &  Debbie Kuiper, 

CDs Chapter A 
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Walk for Warmth check to Cherri Swanstra by CD, Char Smock, Chapter G, Chapter J, J2 2016 Individual of 

the Year, Gary Brown, J2 2016 Couple of the Year, Sandy & Dick Diechman, Chapter L, Chapter K retrieving 

their mascot, S2, Q2, V, supporting chapters, Irish Auction items, Rider Ed items and 

games.                                                                                                        
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   Blarney Bash was a great success.  We had 75 members and friends with 9 chapters present.  We started the 

day with setting up.  People started showing up for the fun to begin.  During sign up, everyone got an envelope 

with game instructions and tickets to start playing the games. The games we had were ring toss, darts, pin the 

shamrock on the leprechaun, tic, tac, toe and shamrock draw.  Each game played had points involved that af-
ter 300 points you earned another ticket for the Irish Auction.  Everyone seemed to have fun playing 
games.  During the games was the judging of the Irish desserts.   We would like to thank Lee & Bobbie 
Schunk  and Sherry (Beck) Swanstra from Walk for Warmth for being judges. Before dinner, we also had a 
euchre tournament.  We presented the Walk for Warmth check to Sherry earlier than planned.  Sherry’s 
grandma had passed away and she needed to leave early.  We had dinner following the euchre tourna-
ment.  The desserts were from the Dessert contest and they were so good.  Thanks to all who partici-
pated.  The winners were Mary D, Sandy D and Sandy W.  After dinner we did introductions, drawings and 
presentations.  A BIG Thank You to the District staff for attending who were Scott’s, Kinsey’s, Kintner’s, Wig-
gin’s and 2016 District Couple of the Year, Brent and Sandy Blackburn.  Also a BIG Thank You  to the 9 chap-
ters (E, J, K2, N, Q2, S2, V, W and Y) who supported us.  The high mileage plaque was won by Jerry and Sandy 
Tice but they couldn’t make it to the party (busy in the sap-maple syrup).  Congratulations goes to Dick and 
Sandy Diechman for being chosen as 2016 Couple of the Year and Gary Brown for 2016 Individual of the 
Year.  Chapter K2 took their mascot home that we had had for a while.  We had about 45 Irish Auction items 
and 3 Rider Ed items.  The Losers drawing was won by the second draw which was Mary Duquette.  Sorry, 
Valois Burns.   VaLois was the 1st drawing but needed to be present.  She is still in Florida.  The raffle tickets 
were won by Sandy W and not sure who won the 50/50 drawings.  It was such a nice day (60 degrees) that 
some  even rode their motorcycles.  We had a past member from O2, Lloyd Bartlett, attend.  It was good to 
see him.   If you missed this party, there is always next year.  Everyone said they had a great time. 



Webmaster Hat This Month! 

     This month I would like to remind you to make sure you have correct listings for your dis-

trict officers and Couple of the Year.  This applies to all chapter websites and newsletters.  

Make sure you have changed the District Couple of the Year for 2016 to Brent & Sandra 

Blackburn and have new ADDs in the South East Section - Bob & Marcia Kinsey.  For the 

chapters who have already done this. Thank You! 

       Ken & Patti Kintner, MI District Trainers 

       ken@vplenawee.com  517-902-9893 
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     Congratulations to Chapter E for winning the Newsletter of the Quarter for the first 

quarter of 2016. 

     Well March has become my month of firsts for this year.  I took my first ride of the 

season (Randy got his first ride in February), I went to my first ever Blarney Bash 
hosted by chapter J2 and I went to my first Chapter Anniversary party for this year 

with more to come, I hope.   

     My first ride of the season happened on March 8 it was a beautiful 65 degree day.  
I know that some of you got your first ride in back in February, but I unfortunately 

could not go then due to family commitments and work.  The route I/we took was 
nothing special, just down to where Randy and I work to meet up with Randy and 

then we took the long way home.  It was 15 miles to work and 55 miles home.  While 

it was not the ride I would prefer to take it was sure nice for the first one.  Now I 
need to start planning out more rides, as I don’t want to miss the opportunity to en-

joy my bike. 

     On March 12 we broke out the green clothing and shamrocks and headed north to 

Chapter J2’s Blarney Bash.  It was all I expected and more.  I have never seen so 

much green in all my life.  This is only the second time I have been to an event 
hosted by J2 but I can attest that it was a lot of FUN! 

     Then we got a couple of weeks off to recover from all the fun before attending 
Chapter G’s Anniversary dinner.  We have gone to G’s anniversary dinner several 

times in the past and have always had a wonderful time and this time was no excep-

tion. 

     Now that is what happened last month, I can’t wait to get started on the events 

for this month.  First we have R’s Mystery Dinner which has always been fun in the 
past.  Chapter C is having their Anniversary party, any one up for a little road kill 

stew? Chapter J is hosting their Mall show, it is a good way to see different bikes and 

bike and trailer set ups.   

     If your chapter is hosting an event that is exposed to the public do you have 

membership applications, Wing World magazines, Rescue Plus information and other 
membership information available?  If not you can call the Phoenix office at 1-800-

843-9460 and they will send out a box of materials to you.  It will take about 2-3 

weeks to get it once you call so plan ahead. 

        Cheryl and Randy Wiggins 

        Membership Enhancement 
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This page is to recognize and THANK our newest officers in Michigan.  
Please submit photos of your new chapter officers! 

Susie Stoddard is the new Chapter Educator at Chapter W in Adrian! 
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Chapter E looked more like Turkey’s then their Mascot Eddie Eagle as they traveled to Chapter D2’s 

Gathering to Rescue their Mascot. Flying around making eagle calls. A Great time was had by All. 

 

Rob & Pam Robinson 

Michigan east central section 

Assistant District Directors / Vendor Coordinators 
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DATE    EVENT    CHAPTER  PLACE 

  

APRIL 

April 2    OH - Spring Officers Meeting Ohio District  Obertz, OH 

April 9    Mystery Dinner   Chapter R  Charlotte, MI 

April 23    Anniversary Party  Chapter C  Monroe, MI 

April 21-24   Mall Show   Chapter J  Jackson, MI 

April 30    ARC / TRC   MI Rider Education Ionia, MI 

MAY 

May 12-15   Rider Course Instructor Training   Columbus, IN 

May 19-21   Spring Wing Warm-up  Indiana District  Rockville, IN 

May 21-24   Trike Rider Course Instructor Training   Columbus, IN 

May 27-30   Memorial Weekend Campout Chapter V  Beaverton, MI 

JUNE 

June 4    ARC / TRC   MI Rider Education Pontiac, MI 

June 4    Chapter Campout  Chapter Z  Indian River, MI 

June 11    Fun Run   Chapter E  Waterford, MI 

June 12    Picnic In The Park  Chapter L  Lansing, MI 

June 16-18   Buckeye Rally   Ohio District  Canfield, OH 

June 18    ARC / TRC   MI Rider Education Grayling, MI 

June 24-26   Chapter Campout  Chapter J2  Clare, MI 

JULY 

July 7-9   Reno Rendezvous  GWRRA   Reno, NV 

July 16    ARC / TRC   MI Rider Education Stockbridge, MI 

July 17    SRC Sidecar Only  MI Rider Education Stockbridge, MI 

July 15-17   Chapter Campout  Chapter Y  Houghton Lake, MI 

July 23    Pizza In The Park  Chapter N  Muskegon, MI 

July 23    ARC / TRC   MI Rider Education Sault Ste. Marie, MI 

July 28-30   Region D Rally   Region D  Coldwater, MI 

AUGUST 

August 4-6   Michigan Rally (Gun Smoke) Michigan District Evart, MI 

August 12-13   Soo Locks Campout  Chapter Q  Sault Ste. Marie, MI 

August 13   Picnic Group Video 2015 Chapter S2  Bellville, MI 

August 18-20   East Central Section Campout Chapter V2 Host TBA 

August 31 –Sept 1-3                Wing Ding 38   GWRRA   Billings, MT 

SEPTEMBER 

September 9-10  Chapter Campout  Ontario H  Sault Ste. Marie, CA 

September 11   Anniversary Party  Chapter K2  Big Rapids, MI 

September 11   32nd Annual Toy Run  Chapter W  Adrian, MI 

September 24   Anniversary Party  Chapter F2  Davison, MI 
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http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2016%20Flyers/2016RMysteryDinner.pdf
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2016%20Flyers/2016%20Chapter%20C%20Anniversary%20Party.pdf
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2016%20Flyers/2016JMallShowFlyer.pdf
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2016%20Flyers/2016_Rider_Course_Registration%20Form.pdf
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2016%20Flyers/2016%20Chapter%20V%20Campout.pdf
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2016%20Flyers/2016_Rider_Course_Registration%20Form.pdf
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2016%20Flyers/2016_Rider_Course_Registration%20Form.pdf
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http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2016%20Flyers/2016_Rider_Course_Registration%20Form.pdf
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2016%20Flyers/2016SooLocksCampout.pdf
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2016%20Flyers/2016ChapterS2Picnic.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=36&v=TwJ8IeRsfjc
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