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The busiest month of the winter is here and now! Can this
mean spring is just around the corner? It just might! But for now
let's look at what you could do this month. First thing that comes
to mind is to get in on our contest for a chance go to the Michigan
District Rally for free. To enter, just go to the Ohio Cabin Fever
Rally on Feb. 5th, 6th in Sterling, Ohio at the Deer Creek Lodge-- then on to the Indiana Winter Rendezvous the next weekend
(Feb. 12th and 12th ) Clarion Hotel, Columbus, Indiana. Then
when you stop in for the Mardi Gras party at our own Wingless
Weekend, you are in the drawing! Your odds of winning depend
on how many go to the rallies but I can tell you last year, we
were going to have three winners and only one couple was eligible for the drawing! We will draw three this year also, so how can
you loose? Only if you don't come! Look for the flyers included in
the news this month for more information.

Next, look for your membership number somewhere in the
paper, email to Bob Scott by the 15th, win $25.00. If this sounds
easy it's because it is! Donna Van Tassel from Chapter J found her number in one
day and now she is in a higher tax bracket but only by $ 25.00!
Are you ready for some Mardi Gras fun? We have made the tentative schedule
available by sending it to all chapter directors and placing it on our Web Site. I have
seen some great ideas for floats and costumes and I'd tell you but I might not make
it till spring if I do! Registrations are strong this year what with the float parade,
costumes, chapter skits and the GWRRA talent search, not to mention the seminars
and vendors.
continued...

Speaking of the GWRRA Talent Search, if you win, we'll pay your registration to the
Region D Rally to represent Michigan. If you win at the Region, they will pay your registration at Wing Ding to compete there. If you win at Wing Ding, you could win
$500.00 It all starts here at Mardi Gras!
We are starting to ramp up plans for the Michigan District Rally in Evart this summer and there is good and bad news. First of all, it is looking like a bigger and better
year. Secondly the bad news, the Osceola Grand Motel in Evart is almost full already,
only about 8 rooms left as I write this. We will get busy and find a discount rate at
another Motel and announce it as soon as we can. The rides will be changed up a little
to give you something new to look at. If you would like to make a suggestion, now is
the time to let us know.
Don't forget that Valentine’s Day is coming up, this would be a good time to pick
up some new polishing cloths and a can of wax so your better half can be ready to
clean up that Wing of yours!
Bob Scott
Michigan District Director

February is basically the best of both worlds when it comes to our Chapter Couples
of the Year. We have Wingless Weekend coming this month where our 2015 Chapter
Couples will be honored, and from those couples, our new District Couple will be selected for 2016. By now, most Chapters have announced their new Couple of the Year
for 2016. Congratulations to all of you! Honors abound everywhere! After all, it is the
highest honor to be chosen as Chapter Couple. It is an honor that never ends. You are
never a 'former,' you are always 'the' couple for your year. The same goes for our
Chapter Individuals of the Year. Their honor is always theirs.
As the new coordinator for Michigan, I had set myself some goals.
It's good to set goals. Sometimes we meet them, sometimes we exceed them, and
sometimes we miss the mark. I apologize for missing the mark on some of those
goals. We had unforeseen circumstances in our lives these past few months. Although
I apologize for not getting around to you as I'd hoped, I don't apologize for putting
family first. I've not given up on my goals, I have simply reset them for this year.
A big part of reaching my goals depends on you, the Chapter Director; and you, the
Member Enhancement Coordinator; and you, the 2016 Couple of the Year, and you, the
2016 Individual of the Year. I need current and accurate information. I need C.O.Y.
and I.O.Y. Names, Chapter, Addresses, Phone Numbers, and Emails. I would rather
receive your information three times than not at all. Thank you in advance for helping
me in this area.
I'm looking forward to seeing you at Wingless in a few weeks. I hope you'll come
up and say hi! If you're not sure who I am, I'm the short one who uses the purple
walker!
Be Blessed,
Carol Williams
MI Couple of the Year Coordinator
Chapter MI-J Director
517.262.6314
gwrra.mi.coy2014@gmail.com

Some of you may recall when Jan Smith didn’t talk for a full day at one of the
Michigan Rallies, in order to raise money for Rider Education. She said that was the
hardest thing she has ever agreed to do and swore she would NEVER do it again!!
Well NEVER has arrived!! I talked to Jan at the Michigan Rally in Evart in 2015 and
she told me she would agree to not talk, for up to 8 hours, at the 2016 Michigan Rally
(she gets to pick the day) If we can raise $100 per hour up to 8 hours. Her stipulations are that we have the money two weeks before the rally so she can plan on exactly how many hours she needs to not talk. Jan said she plans to make signs to
cover possible things she needs to share with others during that time frame.
As of January 25th we have raised $376 so you see we still have a ways to go to
accomplish our goal. We will be at Wingless Weekend and have a container at the
Rider Education table marked for this endeavor. PLEASE plan on helping us reach our
goal!! If you cant attend and would like to help just send your contribution with another chapter member or perhaps your chapter could take up a collection at their
gathering and bring it in!!
THANK YOU for YOUR help in keeping Jan quiet and raising funds for Rider Education!!
Dennis Jisa (Chapter E)

Ride Safe & Ride Aware
Rick & Michelle Andreen
MI District Rider Educators

Officer Certification Program

March 6th 2016

We have been made aware of the OCP training session coming up March 6th in Coldwater, Michigan at the fairgrounds where we have had past Region D Rallies and the
location for the Region D Rally this summer. The training is designed to explain GWRRA
policies, and procedures that help our chapter officers lead their chapters to become
successful. I recently talked to Kathleen Heibel and mentioned to her that I believe that
the training could serve as a great refresher for those who have taken the course before as well as those who are new officers and can certainly gain from the experience.
Even if you don’t think right now that you would want to be an officer, would you like to
gain a better understanding of the how and why all this works?
If you are an officer in your chapter and have taken the OCP, will you consider asking
someone who hasn’t to join you and attend the OCP? Down the road, you might just
have another good officer! This may seem ridiculous to you but I’m going to go for my
third time. I don’t think I’m any harder to learn than anyone else, I just feel I will be
reminded of something that will help me do my job better for others.
See ya there,
Bob Scott
Michigan District Director

It’s all new again - Officer’s Certification Program
* New Revised Material
* Full Day Program
Reserve Your Spot Today!!!
When: March 6, 2016 - Time TBA
Where: Branch County Fairground, Coldwater, MI
(Site of the 2016, Region D rally)
Contact Kathleen Heibel, Region D Trainer or myself to RSVP!
Kahiball58@comcast.net 616-901-2767

(OCP)

Winter will soon be coming to an end and warm temperatures will be here before you know it. Now is the time to start planning your summer trips, both individual
and group trips. GWRRA provides many interesting places to visit throughout the entire organization. You can visit other chapter’s events to help support them so they
may in turn come to your chapter’s events. You can go to rallies at District or Region
levels, attend Reno Rendezvous or Wing Ding.
Have you thought about going to another District's rally? There are many going
on out there and you may be traveling through their area the same time as their
rally. When you plan your vacation this year why not check out the Wing World
magazine or that state's GWRRA website to see what is going on in the area you plan
on traveling to?
You can also take advantage of one of your membership benefits, the Gold Book,
and contact someone in the area you will be visiting to get some additional information on places to see, good roads to ride, places to eat, or any of your other needs.
The Gold Book can also be very helpful on a trip if you have any motorcycle problems.
So get out the maps, start planning and packing, time for riding will be here soon!
Cheryl & Randy Wiggins
MEC

From Way (way) down South...
Well it seems that winter has finally arrived. I was hoping for it to pass us by
this year. But since it is here and the bikes are put away or in for upgrades, maybe
now is the time to plan for the upcoming riding season. Why not get together as a
chapter, have a pot luck dinner and set up the ride schedule for 2016? Don’t forget to
check the Michigan GWRRA web site for activities that are planned around the state.
How about go to an event on the opposite side of the state? Or even an event out of
our state. A well planned event can be a lot of fun and if everybody gets involved, it’s
better.
Another idea for the winter months is to have a seminar at your monthly gathering. We have many talented presenters that would love to come out and do a presentation for your chapter. Why not include neighboring chapters too? There are many
seminars available and I will ask Ken Kintner to post the list in the newsletter. (See
Next Page)
For those that read our article last month, they know that Nancy wrote it. I
couldn’t get her to write two months, so I’m back to writing. By the time you read
this, Nancy should have her cast removed and be starting physical therapy. She is
looking forward to being able to get around by herself again. See you at Wingless
Weekend or before.
Remember, a curve is not the end of the road, unless you fail to turn!
Bob & Nancy Natter
Southeast Section

Note: Things are changing at GWRRA University so this list will evolve over the coming
year. Some will go away and new training will be added so “Stay Tuned”!
To hold a seminar at your chapter gathering please contact District Trainer, Ken Kintner

Marcia and I would like to take this opportunity to say hello to everyone. As you know
we have had the pleasure of representing our Great State for the past year as your
Michigan Couple of the Year. It has been such a pleasure to work with Bob and Kim
Scott and the rest of the Michigan Staff we have decided to stay on as ADD under Bob
we will be taking on the job of supplying the chapters with their patches and anything
else they need as far as the (Goodies) go.
We want to let you all know a little about ourselves we have been married for 35 years
between the two of us we have four children, seven Grandchildren, six Greatgrandchildren not to mention the fur babies we all share. We live in Morenci Mi. We
have been a member of GWRRA since 1988 and we are currently the CD’s for Chapter
W Adrian MI. GWRRA has always been a large part of our lives we have made so many
friends through this great organization and continue to meet new friends. I consider all
of us as family we all are what make this organization strong we need to support each
other and our chapters to make sure we continue to grow we can do this with our support in the Region and District. If you have never been to a State Rally this year is a
good year to start. Indiana Rally May 19 - 21 Ohio Rally June 16 - 18 Michigan Rally
August 5 – 6 put these dates on your calendars you will have a great time. Lloyd and
Becky Glydewell are our Region D Directors they are very energetic and want our District to shine. This year the Region D Rally will be held in Coldwater MI July 28 -30. So
let’s get this party started on February 26 & 27 Wingless Weekend in Bay City Michigan
with a theme of Marti Gras. Let’s all look at it as the start to a great riding season. If
you need to get more information about what is going on within your State and Region
it is all easy to find on the District and Region web sites. Hope to see you all at wingless.
Bob & Marcia Kinsey

PDF Goodies Form

Excel Goodies Form

GWRRA volunteer officer positions. In serving the members of your chapter what exactly
is involved? Is it FUN? You bet! If you are equipped with the knowledge needed to lead your
chapter it can be a great experience that is very rewarding. So exactly what is involved you
might ask? Checkout the next two pages of this newsletter where you will find an example of
an Officer Position Description - The one I’m including this month is Chapter Membership Enhancement Coordinator. This and all officer positions can be found on the GWRRA website
under officers connection under resources along with all officer positions from the TOP Down
and TOP is the most important it’s at the CHAPTER level!
We would like to start something new and make sure that all new officers get the recognition they deserve by putting pictures in the district newsletter. If your chapter has installed
new officers in the past year and don’t already have their picture in this newsletter please
send a photo to ken@vplenawee.com to get them in the March newsletter. By the same token we also want to recognize the former officers they have replace so please send them as
well. One more thing - send me a pix of your Chapter Couple of the Year! Or Individual! It’s
your district newsletter so make it yours!
Now it’s time for some fun training at Wingless Weekend! All the seminars we have on
the schedule are full of valuable information from LTP, MEP and REP. Here is the list.
REP
REP
REP
REP

-

Helmet Myths
Co Rider
Level Up
Mature Riders

MEP - Member Benefits Overview
LTP - Flyers For Fun Profit
MEP - How Can I Participate in GWRRA
LTP - FUNd Raising

Check the schedule for times.

Also there is a list of the available LTP seminars in this newsletter why not request one to be
presented at your chapter gathering? All you need to do is ask!

Hope to see YOU at the Bay Valley Resort,
Ken & Patti Kintner, MI District Trainers

ken@vplenawee.com 517-902-9893

CHAPTER A Polar Bear Ride January 1, 2016

It has become a tradition for MI - Chapter A to have a
Polar Bear ride on January 1. This year was no exception.
This year the weather did not allow anyone to ride, safety
first you know. In the past some brave members braved the
cold to take a 1 hour ride to Bellacino’s on Gratiot.
At 2:00 PM we all meet to enjoy pizza and grinders, and they are good. This is a
wonderful time for Chapter A to start off the new year with great food and Fun with Our
Friends. Some of our members have not missed this event for many years, and Bellacino’s always looks forward to our visit.
The event is always open to all GWRRA members, as are all our events. If you’re
not busy on New Year’s next year, then feel free to stop by and visit. We would love to
have you. As I said, It is lots of fun.
Ken Kuiper
CD, Chapter A

019509

This page is to recognize and THANK our newest officers in Michigan.
Please submit photos of your new chapter officers!
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DATE

EVENT

CHAPTER

PLACE

FEBRUARY
Feb 5-6
Feb 12-13
Feb 26-27
Feb 28

Cabin Fever
Winter Rendezvous
Wingless Weekend
Spring Officers Meeting

Ohio District
Indiana District
Michigan District
Michigan District

Mt Sterling, OH
Columbus, IN
Bay City, MI
Bay City, MI

MARCH
March 12
March 26

Blarney Bash
Anniversary Party

Chapter J2
Chapter G

Clare, MI
Grand Rapids, MI

APRIL
April 2
April 9
April 16
April 23
April 21-24

OH - Spring Officers Meeting
Mystery Dinner
IN - Spring Officers Meeting
Anniversary Party
Mall Show

Ohio District
Chapter R
Indiana District
Chapter C
Chapter J

Obertz, OH
Charlotte, MI
Anderson, IN
Monroe, MI
Jackson, MI

MAY
May 12-15
May 19-21
May 21-24
May 27-30

Rider Course Instructor Training
Spring Wing Warm-up
Indiana District
Trike Rider Course Instructor Training
Memorial Weekend Campout
Chapter V

Columbus, IN
Rockville, IN
Columbus, IN
Beaverton, MI

JUNE
June 4
June 11
June 12
June 16-18
June 24-26

Chapter Campout
Fun Run
Picnic In The Park
Buckeye Rally
Chapter Campout

Chapter Z
Chapter E
Chapter L
Ohio District
Chapter J2

Indian River, MI
Waterford, MI
Lansing, MI
Canfield, OH
Clare, MI

Reno Rendezvous
Chapter Campout
Pizza In The Park
Region D Rally

GWRRA
Chapter Y
Chapter N
Region D

Reno, NV
Houghton Lake, MI
Muskegon, MI
Coldwater, MI

AUGUST
August 4-6
August 12-13
August 13
August 18-20
August 31 –Sept 1-3

Michigan Rally (Gun Smoke)
Chapter Campout
Picnic Group Video 2015
East Central Section Campout
Wing Ding 38

Michigan District
Chapter Q
Chapter S2
Chapter V2 Host
GWRRA

Evart, MI
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Bellville, MI
TBA
Billings, MT

SEPTEMBER
September 9-10
September 11
September 11
September 24

Chapter Campout
Anniversary Party
32nd Annual Toy Run
Anniversary Party

Ontario H
Chapter K2
Chapter W
Chapter F2

Sault Ste. Marie, CA
Reed City, MI
Adrian, MI
Davison, MI

JULY
July
July
July
July

7-9
15-17
23
28-30

