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All I can say is welcome to 2015! Many years ago, I never would have dreamed I 

would have made it this far but here we are and still having fun. This is supposed to be 

the time of year we all make resolutions that will change our personal lives but I don’t 

know how much change I could stand! But this article is about change.  As a district our 

purpose is to help our friends in the Gold Wing Road Riders Association have more fun, 

and learn how to keep as safe as possible while enjoying our favorite pastime, riding mo-

torcycles. 

  One of the things we need to spruce up a little bit in some of our chapters is our 

lines of communication, namely our newsletters. Now please understand that the majori-

ty of our chapters put out outstanding newsletters that are to be commended. The other 

end of the spectrum needs some help to better serve our membership. Your newsletter 

with current information and posted on our district website, connects you with all that is 

happening in Michigan, Region D, and the national level. And transversely, we cannot be 

complete without You! If you are in a small chapter, with just a handful of members,  

I know what you are probably thinking. This guy doesn’t understand our situation and maybe not but let me try to 

help. Which do you think we would rather see a yearly 12 page paper or one page a month for a year?  It has been 

said that a newsletter could be written on one sheet of paper and fulfill all of the elements required in a paper. Now 

that may be some small print and not much room for extras but it could comply. And as long as you did the one 

page, why leave the back side blank?  

 The newsletters give our chapters a great way to recruit new members to our chapters as well. We carry them 

when we go on rides and can give them to fellow bikers in our travels. Sometimes a motorcycle dealer in your area 

would like to know what you do. I see chapters having the newsletter available while selling raffle tickets and at the 

same time can promote their chapter.  

 Our Region D Director, Lee Tieche has suggested that all chapters in the region include flyers for events 

such as Wing Ding, the Western Wing Ding in Reno this year, Region D rally, Indiana and Ohio rallies,  



and the region D cruise as well as the Wingless Weekend, and the Michigan Rally Aug 21st to Aug 23rd in Evert, MI.  

Now I know for a small chapter this would be a lot of printing but what if you would at least put in a web link address 

to them?   

  We are in discussion about having a seminar on newsletters possibly on Sunday March 22nd. This will be the 

day after our Wingless Weekend at the Bay Valley Resort in Bay City Mi. Why not come for Wingless and stay for the 

officer’s meeting on Sunday morning?  Please let us know through your ADD that you would like to attend the newslet-

ter seminar so that we can see what response we will have. 

 Now to finally change the subject. Chapter Officers please note that we still receive MOU’s that are filled out 

on the “old form”. They cannot be used! This changed 18 months ago and cannot be accepted. Now, easy as I can fig-

ure out the easy way to spot the old form is that at the bottom of the pages it has the word “RESET” in bold letters. If 

you have some of these in a folder somewhere, recycle them or burn them and use the new form available on line that 

can be filled out while on your computer, then printed all filled out. This has another advantage- it is much easier to 

read!   

 We want to support the Indiana Winter Rendezvous on Feb.13th and 14th and the Ohio Cabin Fever weekend 

on Feb.6th and 7th.  Now I’m going to make you a special offer. This is the only place you will see this offer as far as I 

know right now. If you attend both of the rallies, Indiana and Ohio, and come to Wingless here in Michigan, the first 

ten names we draw will receive a pass to attend the 2015 Michigan Rally. The Michigan State Staff will not be eligible 

for the drawing. So get out your new day planner or that Rite Aid calendar or however you plan things and see if you 

can join us for all the fun! 

 

Again, best wishes for the New Year, 

Bob & Kim Scott 

Michigan District Directors     







Bob & Nancy Natter 

Southeast Section 

Bike Classifications 

From Way down South... 

Of course everyone knows that January 1 brings the start of a new year. It should also trigger the start of the 
planning for a new riding season. Everyone knows that to have a successful riding season, you have to do some plan-
ning. With snow on the ground, now is the best time to get together and plan out the chapter activities and rides. How 
about updating your first aid or having a MEC or Rider Ed presentation? Now is the time to get things started. I un-
derstand that the District now has more projectors and we have a new group of presenters just waiting to come to 
your Chapter.  

The new year is also the start for the new chapter directors, treasurer and MEC at chapter J in Jackson. I think 
it is great to have members come forward to volunteer as staff, something that is getting harder and harder to accom-
plish. Members need to realize that in order for chapters to continue, this kind of volunteering needs to happen.  

In December, we attended both Chapter J and Chapter C’s Christmas parties. It was a great time at both 
events. Of course I (Bob) over ate at both parties.  

Wingless Weekend is coming up in March, the registration form is now online. Take a minute and go to the 
Michigan website and register to guarantee your spot at the fun event. The Sock Hop theme should be fun, how ‘bout 
“Senior Limbo”??? Hope to see you there. 

  

Bob & Nancy Natter 
Southeast Section 



Chapter J CD & Treasure  

            Installation’s 



            Frank & Debbie King        

                    Editor 

Hi Friends, 
 Well it seems almost strange that it’s the beginning of another beautiful New Year, can’t believe that 
2014 has slipped away and 2015 is ready to jump into play. Their were so many things that we wanted to ac-
complish, some we did and a few others just never seem to happen. We met so many new and interesting peo-
ple cruising around in Belize, Honduras, Mexico and always here in the states.  
 Like riding on Route 66 and visiting around the country, we will be heading out of the country again 
for a 21 day cruise in February, March to the Caribbean. We will catch the rest of Route 66, starting in Texas, 
we missed last year from here to California. I’ll visit my sister and brother this time and then head back to 
Colorado (sister) before making our way to Michigan Wingless Weekend. 
 Next week is the “Walk for Warmth” After Christmas Party for Chapter J2 and it’s going to be in 
Clare, so if your thinking about lets start off this new year with a party and fun, come on out…I’m sure it will 
be. Look at all the Flyers for all the Region D Districts later in the newsletter and see if any of them interest 
you in a weekend gathering. Ohio Cabin fever is first, then Indiana Rendezvous and Michigan Sock Hop 
rounds out the 3 Wingless Weekends. Sneak out during the winter for fun... 
 Well as I always say “don’t wait till the last minute to look for what is going on” or happening because 
by the time you find something and decide to go, it has past by and you missed another year of fun. Start 
looking now and find the things or items you would go to, IF, then should you plan at the last minute or your 
plans change you would have a better chance of getting there.  
 Here is one of the things coming August 7-8-9, it’s the Soo Locks Campout in Sault Sainte Marie, MI 
put on by Chapter Q, but wait it’s also the Northern Section Campout hosted by Chapter Q. The Flyer is on 
the Michigan District web site under events, take a look and maybe you’ll like a ride to a Lighthouse or two, 
Light Parade or even a few of the other activities that happen during the weekend campout. Love to camp, 
great, camping an issue (not for you), didn’t want to bring the bike (broken), that’s okay, cause it seems that 
the Kewadin Hotel is putting up room at a great price and they will shuttle you to the Campground and back 
(no charge for shuttle). So everyone can come and enjoy. 
 Their are Campouts for Chapter Z on June 5-6, Chapter J2 on June 26-27, Chapter Y on July 24-25, 
Chapter Q on August 7-8-9 and the Michigan District Rally August 20-21-22 in Evert, MI. Watch the Michi-
gan District web site for the flyers from these chapters, go out and have some great fun… 
 Medic First Aid Class May 9th will be presented in Sault Sainte Marie at War Memorial Hospital Li-
brary and tis class is open to any member in Gwrra that needs training or to update your levels program. We 
have 7 members already signed up and paid so there are only 5 spots left, then I will have to see if a second 
instructor is available or the class will be 12 only… Don’t wait till the last minute to look, as I said. 
 
Frank & Debbie King 
Northern Section 



Chapter Y CD & ACD  

Installation 



      Chapter Y Installation 



Bill & Linda Diffin  

Western Section 

Goodies 

                                                                      2015 Yes It's A New Year  
 
The District has purchased new projector's for each section.  
We have three new CPR First Aid instructors and more coming.  
Several new Rider Ed instructors and LT instructors.  
Seminars at the Chapter level should be EZ, send one of your members to a training class and hold your semi-
nars after or before your gathering.  
This year our GWRRA Chapters can have more fun and become the best trained chapters in the association 
with the participation of our chapter members.  
Our District part of the Association, is in need of a couple of it chapters members to fill in the opening in 
District, part of your Association.    
You joined GWRRA because of your Bike, and “Found” Friends, Fun, Safety, Knowledge.  
When you become part of District you Gain friends, you can have more fun, you become more knowledgeable 
of the operations of GWRRA and Safety becomes something you are always aware of.  
 
Bill & Linda Diffin  
Western Section    
 







      Ken & Patti Kintner 

Web Master 

COY Coordinators 

2014 has come and gone. The start of a new year is a time to reflect on the past and look to the future as well. We 

have some great news for our members. The Michigan District has purchased 4 new projectors! Our new District 

Treasurer, Durand Benjamin Jr. aka “Doc” tells me that they have HDMI inputs as well as USB and VGA so they are 

compatible with all laptop computers new and old. They will be made available for trainers all over the state for semi-

nar presentations by our trainers. The ADD of each section will have possession of a projector so if you would like to 

schedule a seminar at your chapter please let me know and we will arrange a trainer near you to hopefully take care of 

all your requests. We still have some presenters who went thru the training but haven’t been certified yet by doing a 

seminar. I’m sure they would be glad to help your chapter with a seminar at your request. 

Hope everyone had a great Christmas and we Wish You ALL A Happy New Year! 





  I know I'll sound like everyone else, but when you read this it will be 2015 and that just doesn't seem possible! 

We're trusting that everyone had a blessed Christmas season and that you are having the beginning of a joyous New 

Year. 

 It has been wonderfully busy since the last article.  Let's see, there was Thanksgiving, the Christmas parade, 

Chapter J Christmas party, Gary and I installed as Chapter Directors, announcing our new Chapter Couple of the Year 

and Individual of the Year, we visited Chapters G and G2, there were two performances of Nutcracker, a violin recital, 

an ice skating program, and so much more. 

 We dropped in on Chapter G's breakfast gathering. It was nice to see friends, meet new friends, and meet their 

newest member at his first gathering. We shared words of encouragement with the chapter and their chapter Couple of 

the Year. After attending a nearby church we left for Chapter G2 and their Christmas party. We loved their 

surprised looks as we entered the dining room. We had a great time visiting with them and sharing Santa and Rudolph 

time. It's possible they have photo proof of it, too! 

 As chapters around the state have announced their new Couple of the Year and Individual of the Year, or are 

getting ready to, we would like to say Congratulations to all! Our special congratulations to Ron and Jan Smith being 

honored as Chapter J Couple of the Year and Tim Reimers as Chapter J Individual of the Year. You are very 

deserving of this honor.  

 We, along with others in the State and Region, are trying to convey the message that it is an HONOR to be 

chosen as your Chapter C.O.Y. or I.O.Y. You have been chosen because of who you are and what you have 

done as you promote fun in your chapter. You have been honored because you are you! We hope you understand that 

nothing more is required of you other than to continue doing what you've been doing and have fun doing it. 

 We have spoken with a few couples around the State that question why the C.O.Y. are not asked first if they 

want this position. I would first say, it is not a position, it is an honor. Think of it this way. Does Hollywood and the 

Music Industry ask the (potential) Entertainer of the Year if they want the honor? Of course not, they just give it be-

cause it is deserved. It is the same concept. 

 For all the C.O.Y. and I.O.Y. chosen for 2015, please accept this honor, wear your medallion proudly, enjoy 

the extra hugs, smile and have fun doing what you've always done. Often you are a great influence on the other mem-

bers in your chapter. Your fun and enthusiasm carries over to others. What a blessing! 

 So congratulations to Ron and Jan, Tim, and all the new 2015 Couples and Individuals of the Year. Enjoy your-

self, be yourself, and thank you for all you have done. 

 For those ending their year, remember, there are no former patches for being a Couple or Individual of the 

Year. You are always and forever honored as the Chapter Couple or Individual for 2014. 

  

Be Blessed and Happy New Year! 

Gary and Carol Williams 

Michigan District C.O.Y. 2014 

Gary & Carol Williams 

2014 COY 



Cheryl & Randy Wiggins 

Michigan District MEC 

Happy New Year! 
Congratulations to Chapter J.  Their November newsletter was selected for the "Newsletter of the Quarter". 
 
Chapter J’s November newsletter was also selected as the “Newsletter of the Year” for the Michigan District. It 
has been forwarded onto Region D for the region selection. 
 
The Newsletter Award has been around for several years, but many Chapters do not participate or even know 
about it. We will be requesting that Chapters submit their best newsletter for a 3 month period once every quar-
ter. A winner will be announced each quarter. At the end of the year a newsletter will be selected out of the win-
ning quarters as Michigan’s Newsletter of the Year. It will then be sent on for the Region D Newsletter of the 
Year selection.   

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if a Chapter in Michigan was selected for the Newsletter of the Year at National level, 
and it could be yours! All you have to do is follow the guidelines and of course submit your newsletter. 
 

***DEADLINES***DEADLINES***DEADLINES*** 
 

Just a reminder January 25, 2015 is the deadline for two Very Important selections. 
 
“Couple of the Year” resumes need to be turned into Ken and Patty Kintner. 
 
“Chapter of the Year” paperwork and documentation needs to be sent into Randy and Cheryl Wiggins. 
 
We would like to see all Chapters represented in the Couple of the Year selection. You selected your “Couple of 
the Year” for their exceptional work and support of your chapter, now this is a way they can represent you and 
let everyone see what an outstanding Chapter you have. I can say with certainty that your couple can and will 
survive the selection process and will even have a lot of FUN and make new friends along the way. We were 
part of the selection process last year and had a GREAT time and as you can see survived. 
 
Cheryl and Randy Wiggins 
Membership Enhancement Coordinator 



                Michigan F2 Christmas Party Phot     

                   Doug Bowman, winner of  our High Mileage                                    

Norm West our 2015 Individual of  the Year    contest for 2014, 18622 miles (His third in a row).  

Submitted by; Craig & Cindy Bennett CD’s Chapter D2 





















       MICHIGAN  NOVEMBER EVENTS 

DATE    EVENT   CHAPTER  PLACE 

Jan 1st    Happy New Year  GWRRA  World 

Jan 10th   After Christmas Party  Chapter J2  VFW, Clare, MI 

Feb 1st    Super Bowl XLIX  GWRRA  Glendale, AZ 

Feb 5-7th   Ohio Cabin Fever  Ohio District                 Deer Creek Lodge  

           Mt. Sterling, OH 

Feb 13-14th   Winter Rendezvous  Indiana District  Clarion Hotel  

           Columbus, IN 

Mar 20-21st   Wingless Weekend  Michigan District Bay Valley Resort 

Mar 22nd   Officers Meeting  Michigan District Bay City, MI 
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