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Greetings

Ray and Sandi Garris
Director of GWRRA
director @gwrra.org

Here we are its March already, Wingless
weekend is behind us and warm weather is in
sight. For those of you who were able to attend Wingless Weekend we hope you had a
great time. As warm weather approaches
soon, we hope you don't forget to prepare
your bike for the summer riding. I personally
have a list of things that I write down so, we
remember all that has to be done.
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Our local Chapter has a tune-up day at our
house every year it's called our annual screw
and lube. We have been doing this for several years. There is always good turnout,

everyone brings a dish to pass for lunch. Sometimes, we go for an ice cream run
then have leftovers for dinner. It makes for a Fun day and a great opportunity for
everyone to get together and help each other get our bikes ready for riding season.
We always learn some new things not only about our bikes but about your friends.
When it comes down to it learning how to ride more safely and meeting new
friends is what the core of this organization is about. With that being said any time
you have tens of thousands of people belonging to one group there is going to be
conflict. We as adults realize that not everyone gets along with everyone else all the
time. It's pretty simple for any of you that are married. Do you and your spouse
agree on everything all the time No, but I'm sure there is compromise and that

is what it takes to keep great relationships great.
So, like the old saying goes sometimes you have to go along to get along, which I think really works. Actually
sometimes when you keep a good attitude and go along you have more fun than if you would have gotten your
own way. So, remember keep a open mind and be open to try new things. Many times that's the way we always
have done it is the reason not to do that way again. If it doesn't work you can always go back to the old way.
Remember these people are your friends just because you don't agree on everything doesn't change that. So,
before you put your stake in the ground think about it, is this the right time or do I just go along even though
its not what I wanted to do. Try it you might even enjoy it.

One last note, if you do go along and it doesn't work out, no one likes to be told there I told you so, they are
doing their best to see that everyone is having a good time and learning how to be safer riders. If you have
never been in the position on staff or been part of a core team making decisions that affect a group of people. I
encourage you to do so from whatever level you can. Not only is it a rewarding experience but also, a learning
one.
Until Next Month
Keep Smiling
Kim & Sandy Bargeron
989-689-5443

70 Degrees and Sunny

Ben & Mary Gawrylowicz
Enhancement
District Coordinators

What a beautiful day . . . blue sky, bright sunshine. Perfect day for a ride.
The bike is ready . . . full of gas, tires checked, snacks and water packed
in the trunk.
Yep, we’re ready! Put on our gear and away we go! Another great ride
and oh, so much to see! Feel that sun on your face? So warm and wonderful. Ice cream on down the road . . . yum!

Hope I can eat it all before it melts!!!
Maybe we’ll stop for dinner, depending on where we end up! We’ll see . . . no hurry. Meeting up with other
Gold Wingers . . . even more fun and definitely more ice cream! Riding through the countryside and loving
every minute of it.
Oh, wow, the day is done . . . time to go home! No, not yet . . . 10 more minutes. O.K., it’s getting dark, another great ride with friends in the books . . . it’s my dream and what a great one it is!
Hope you all have a wonderful riding season . . . if it ever really warms up!
Ben and Mary
GWRRA MI District MEC
989-672-2066
Benmary1968@yahoo.com

Greetings from the FREEZING North

Doug & Rowena McAfee
Asst. District Directors
Northern Section
Special Projects

I don’t know about you, but we are more than ready for Spring to start
Springing. Although we know it is just around the corner but somehow
the icy roads, freezing wind, and something called snow, still reminds us
old man winter is still here. We are so looking forward to warm weather,
riding, flowers blooming, riding, birds chirping, riding , riding, and riding
once more.

Since the first of the year our Section has been quite active. Chapter Q in Sault Ste. Marie has had a change in command, Floyd and Brenda Bricker became the new CD’s, with Ken & Rose Van Luven becoming Treasurer. Frank
and Debbie King graciously accepted the positions of CE and CME. Both Frank King (former CD ) and Mike
Autore (former Treasurer) have done an outstanding job for Chapter Q and we want to say Thank You for all their
hard work.
In Chapter Z some changes have also been taken. Chip Hiles has stepped down from being CD for about 7 years.
He has worked hard for the Chapter. Wayne and Lucille Thornton have stepped up to the CD position and has some
good things planned for their chapter. We would also like to Thank Chip for the many years of volunteering as CD
and the many hours he has devoted to Chapter Z and GWRRA. Rod and Bonnie Altman will be installed as Asst.
CD’s on March 23 at the Cheyboygan Senior Center (see their newsletter for directions). Tim and Georgia
McCracken will be stepping down as Asst. CD’s but still plan on being active in Chapter Z’s activities. We wish them
well.
In Chapter Y, they are looking for a new Asst. CD. Ron and Jackie Tidball have stepped down and want to spend
more time with their family. They have done an outstanding job as Asst. CD’s and worked very hard for the Chapter.
Enjoy your family you two.
J-2 has been very busy this winter in spite of the cold weather. They have just put out their flyer for the Northern
Section Campout in Gladwin., June 27-28. Be sure to look for their flyer on the GWRRA MI website. They have a
lot of activities and .fun planned, so be sure to make your reservations.
Rowena and I regretfully would like to let the GWRRA membership know we will be stepping down in August. Due
to health reason we feel it is necessary. Both of us have enjoyed the 4 years we have spent as Assistant District Directors. We have met and made many new friends and it has been a unforgettable ride. We still plan on being active in
GWRRA because it is something we believe in. We need safety on the roads and the public needs to be educated as
well as be aware of the many motorcycles that are now on the road.
In view of us stepping down we have helped to select our replacement. Frank and Debbie King from Chapter Q have

Consented to become the newest Assistant District Directors for the Northern Section. We wish them well
and know they will do an outstanding job representing the Northern Section. It is comforting to know we
are leaving our section and GWRRA in good hands.
For those who were unable to attend Wingless this year, you missed a terrific time. Everyone seems to enjoy
themselves, it seemed we had more member participation in costumes, skits, and games than in the past.
The imagination that went into the costumes was hilarious. One couldn’t help but laugh and have a good
time. The judges for the week end had their jobs cut out for them. I’m just glad I didn’t have to do any
judging. The skits were great entertainment and much better than some of these tv shows that are on the
television.
Congratulations go to Gary and Carol Williams from Chapter J for being Couple of the Year. They will be
an asset to the Michigan District Team and to GWRRA. Also we would like to Congratulate all of the other
COY’s that participated. Everyone was a winner in my book. We would also like to Congratulate Chapter
V for Winning Chapter of the Year for 2014 It takes a lot of team work to even be considered for this
honor.
Sunday was the Officer’s meeting and was fruitful. A lot of things were discussed and your CD’s should be
bringing it to the membership shortly.
Remember we are now putting our District Newsletter out monthly. Due date for any articles will be the
20th of each month. Send your articles to <rowenaa@charter.net> and she will put them in that month.
Any articles received after the 20th will be in the following month. We welcome your articles and look forward to you doing so. Any member can submit a one or two paragraph or even more. This is Your newsletter so let everyone know what is happening in your chapter or even about a ride, a tip, or whatever you
desire to write about with the exception of anything political, which most of you will understand. So until
next month we will put this newsletter to bed.
Remember, spring is just around the corner. So while you are getting your bike ready for riding, stay healthy,
safe, and enjoy life.

Doug and Rowena McAfee
Assistant District Directors
Northern Section
rowenaa@charter.net
989-873-5717

& Michigan

Couple of The Year 2013

Bill & Linda Diffin
2013 Michigan District
Couple of the Year
Asst. District Directors
West Section

This is my last article for you as half of the 2013 District Couple of the

Year. During Wingless Week-end the new District Couple of the Year
for 2014 will have been selected. Congratulations to them and we
hope their year will be as interesting and joyful as ours has been.
It is an honor to be a part of the District team itself, to be a part of all
the planning, brain storming, and decisions made that affect Michigan
GWRRA and all it's members and chapters is an awesome responsibil-

End; (we hope you liked Bay Valley Resort & Conference Center as much as we did), we helped prepare tickets for the Rally; we worked on the district trailer, we sold Chinese auction tickets @ the rally, we did whatever we could, wherever we could to help things go smoother for the district team and Michigan GWRRA
members (we attended quite a few dinners & pot lucks as well).
As your representatives we traveled to Ohio and Indiana for their Rallies, we participated in the Regional
Couple of the Year Selection. In our participation we got to know the Couples of The Year from the other
states and were very happy for Rudy & Linda Copeland (from Ohio) when they were selected as Regional
couple of The Year. We were delighted to represent you and Michigan GWRRA.
As the Michigan District Couple of The Year we were also honored in our own travels. While in North Carolina we attended a NC-G (High Point) and in Florida we attended gatherings at FL1-S(Zephyrhills), a gathering of FL1-B (Brandon), and a gathering of FL1-M(Clearwater). Bill attended a Rally in Lakeland, Florida as
well. At each of these gatherings we were introduced by the respective chapter Director as the Michigan Couple of the Year. To be introduced in this way was always an honor and pleasing to us. At NC-G there is a
drawing for all Couples of the Year in attendance; there were 2 couples at the gathering we attended, we won
the drawing and received $10. Attending the different gatherings is always interesting and can be a source of
new ideas to bring home to our own chapter.
Another perk of being Couple of the Year in other states is that during the light parade usually we were asked
to carry the Michigan flag. I wish I were able to convey to you how awesome it is to represent all of you and
Michigan as the Michigan Couple of The Year. Again, Thank You
Bill and Linda Diffin
Couple of the Year 2013
Assistant District Directors
Western Section
810-399-1813

East Central Section NEWS

Gayle & Dennis Jisa
Asst. District Directors
East Central Section—Vendors

Things are starting to HEAT up in our section!! There are LOTS of
fun things to do while its cold outside. Come and join Ch V on March
19th for Chapter V’s CHILI COOK OFF!! Its so much FUN trying
all of the different chili’s members bring. The side dishes are just as
awesome. The eats start at 6 p.m. with their gathering to follow. Some

chili’s without having to go back in line after each one. This is a GREAT way to get the full flavor of each one.
Check out their flyer on the web site for all details and add this to your calendar.
We just got back from Wingless Weekend and our very own Ch V was announced as the Chapter of the Year for
2013!! What an awesome group of Goldwing Riders they have. How about YOUR chapter getting on the band
wagon for this year and trying for the title of Chapter of the Year? You can get more information on what is
needed by going to the GWRRA District web site.
You missed a GREAT time if you didn’t make it to Wingless this year!! This one will be talked about for years to
come!! Ask someone who went, to share their experiences with you. Don’t forget to ask about the delicious food
and great prices the Bay Valley Resort gave to our members. Their staff said they never had a group that was so
much FUN before.
Ch Q2 has their Anniversary Party coming up on April 12th. Their theme this year is “Duck Dynasty” Their flyer is
posted on the web site so check out all of the details and get your tickets FAST! They wont last long and you don’t
want to miss out on this party! They ALWAYS have tons of FUN and so do we!!
The Spring Officers Meeting was held on Sunday March 2 so be sure to attend your next chapter gathering and
don’t miss an article in your next newsletter as your Chapter Director and Team will have some things to share with
you. This is a great way to find out the latest scoop!!
Till next month….
Gayle & Dennis Jisa
Assistant District Director’s
Central Section
wingcoy@chartermi.net
248-827-6320

Spring is coming... I think!
Bob & Nancy Natter
Asst. District Directors
Southeast Section

Now that the weather is starting to break, it's time to start
making plans for the up coming riding season. Are you going to
Wing Ding in Madison? Do you have that special trip planned?

I know it sounds like a long way off, but now is the time to reserve hotel rooms & camp sites before they are
not available when you need them. Next is your motorcycle; does it need repairs before the riding season? How
are those tires? Are they going to last the whole season? Maybe now is the time to check with your favorite repair facility about scheduling needed repairs. Like to Boy Scouts always say; Be Prepared!
I would like to thank Charles Edwards & Pamela King for their time & devotion as chapter directors of Chapter S2. They stepped down at the February Gathering, and we installed Lonnie Reynolds as their replacement.
Also we would like to thank Dan Newton & Mary Rodesiler for their time as chapter directors of Chapter W2.
They stepped down in February and we installed Gary & Margo McMillin as their replacements.
There are a couple of events coming up in April in our section. On April 12th, Chapter R is having their annual
Mystery Dinner in Charlotte. See the MI web site for their flyer with the details. Chapter J is having their annual
Mall Show in Jackson. Also see the MI web site for their flyer with the details.

Bob & Nancy Natter
Southeast Section
Rnatter@comcast.net
734-421-8250

MOTORCYCLE WISDOM
Four Wheels move the body. Two wheels move the soul.

Bruce & Melissa Thayer
District Educators

Get Ready
It’s
Coming!

March! Don’t get up, I am not the military-related activity. I am talking about the month. What does it make
you think of? The last of winter? The first of spring – cold and blustery, but spring nonetheless? March in
Michigan is all of that, isn’t it? I have been talking to people about facilities for Rider Courses over the past
few weeks, especially. And after so many polar vortex influenced cold spells, and so many multiple-inch snowfalls in the Ann Arbor – Metro Detroit area, combined with discussions and planning for Rider Courses, well,
I think anyone would find themselves thinking more and more about actually riding again. And soon! I expect
by the end of March there will be motorcycles on the roads once again.
So what are you doing to get ready for the riding season? Are you planning some trips this year, maybe to
Wing Ding in Madison, Wisconsin? Are you checking out your riding gear situation? How are your boots
holding up? Do they need to be re-soled, or replaced? This would also be a good time to check the date of
manufacture of your helmet. Look under the comfort liner (the soft spongy part) for a sticker with the month
and year your helmet was made. If it is more than 5 – 7 years old, think about putting aside some money for a
replacement this year. Even though it may still look good – all shiny and scratch-free – from the outside, after
this period of time, the impact absorbing polystyrene inside the shell will have deteriorated and lost some of
its ability to protect your skull from damage. The foam comfort liner will also break down with time, not to
mention the sweat and other chemicals from your head. Do you need a better reason to go shopping or websurfing for a new lid for your noggin?

Helmet Elements

Shoei Neotec Modular Helmet

Remember that there is nobody whose job it is to come up and warn you as you throw a leg over the saddle
that this ride is the one where you will really need all the head protection you can afford due to an accident
waiting for you three miles up the road. No, we don’t get that kind of advance notice. That is why it is important to wear all the gear all the time (ATGATT). And there is no single piece of protective riding gear that is
more important than the one that protects your brain. So get a good one.
And if your helmet is more than seven years old, you would be excited to see the new features they are building into helmets these days. Have you ever seen the kind of helmets that fighter pilots wear? They have a sun
visor built in that slides down when you need it and retracts when you don’t. Many manufacturers offer these
shades in their helmets now. Check out the comfort and convenience of a modular (also called convertible or
flip-up) helmet. This is the type I choose to wear (though I don’t have that cool sun visor) due to the increased
protection it offers, along with the option to flip up the chin bar when I want to have a quick conversation
with someone and start rolling again. It is very convenient.
What else should we be thinking about before the season arrives? How about your rain gear? Rain is usually
associated with spring weather. Do you remember what condition your Frogg Toggs are in? I’m talking rain
gear here, for the uninitiated. The beauty of Frogg Toggs is their light weight, very reasonable price, and water
resistance, of course. They pack up compactly, and the jacket can be used as an outer layer by itself. And I

never leave on a trip without my raingear.

Now, how about your bike’s sneakers? I’m talking about the rubber that meets the road. Does your iron steed
wear Dunlops or Michelins? Avons or Metzelers? The brand is not the critical aspect, but the depth of the
tread is. How many miles do your tires have on them? How many more do you plan to squeeze out of them?
Are they already worn out? Then call your mechanic, or your favorite motorcycle tire store, and let ‘em know
you need new rubber before the season begins. Remember that rain I spoke of earlier? You need good tread
to channel the water away from your contact patches. Smooth tires will not do the job very well, and you will
have even less safety margin on wet roads until you replace them.
And there is the question of any maintenance you may have put off at the end of last season. Did the cold
weather arrive before you had a chance to ride over to the dealer and get that oil change done? Plan to correct
that early on. Oil is the lifeblood of every engine. Get your transfusions on schedule and your engine will beat
like the heart of the beast you love! This is a good time to have any other items fixed that need it, too.
Now, are we ready to ride? Is the ice melted yet? Aw, come on… Give us a break!
Ride Smart, Be Safe!
Bruce & Melissa Thayer
MI District Educators
1800mi.ridered@gmail.com
734-740-7847
************************

Rider Course Registration
Wingless Weekend saw the release of this year’s schedule for GWRRA Rider Courses in Michigan. We have
classes for the Advanced Rider Course (ARC) and the Trike Rider Course (TRC) scheduled in Ionia, Pontiac,
Stockbridge, Grayling and Sault Ste. Marie again this year. The specific dates are on the Registration form,
which you will find on the Rider Education page of the District website. The process for signing up is the
same as last year, and is detailed on the form, along with the dates for each location. We will try to deliver
your training on your day of choice, whether on the Saturday or the Sunday, at your chosen location. However, if we don’t have enough enrollment for more than one class, say an ARC, for example, we will ask the
few to join the many who are signed up for the class. By that I mean, if five members are signed up for the
Saturday class, and only two sign up for Sunday’s class, we will ask the two to join the five in the Saturday
class, if possible. Also, we reserve the right to cancel a class if there are not enough students signed up. We
like to have six students in a class at the minimum. So how do you insure we hold your class on the date of
your choice? Simply enlist others from your chapter to join you on the same date. They could probably use a
nudge to get out and get trained, anyway. If you are in need of a Sidecar Rider Course (SRC) or are interested
in a Trailering Course (TC), please contact the District Educator, Bruce Thayer.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM CHAPTER H’S
CHRISTMAS PARTY

Chapter V – “The Chapter that has the most fun!”
Come out and have fun with Chapter V!
This next month, we have two main events that I would like highlight. The first is our March Card Party on
March 15, 2014 at 6pm. If you come and join us you will have fun, and at times, some may say it gets loud!!!
You do not have to play cards and you will still have fun just sitting and talking with friends.
The second one is our world famous Chili Cook-off March 19th at our Gathering. Our meeting place is at Memorial Park in Freeland MI with dinner starting at 6PM. They come from all over the world for this event …
okay, from across the state people bring their favorite chili. The attendees will decide the winner of the People's
Choice Award and that person will receive a $25 dollar prize. We will have no dimpled or hanging chads--no
recounts will be needed. If you don’t know what I'm talking about, you will have to show up.
For ALL of our activities and specific information, check the calendar on our website: www.chapterv.net
Rick Hebner
CD, Chapter V
Motto – “The Chapter that has the most fun!”

MORE MOTORCYCLE WISDOM

Life may begin at 30, but it doesn’t get real interesting untio about 60mph.

Click those heels together and say: "There's no place like Spring, There's no place like Spring"! Hey
it worked for Dorothy.
Our CD Ezra has for-casted that our first ride will be on March 17th (his Birthday), also St Patrick's
Day. He must be looking into a different crystal ball than the rest of us have. Last year at this time we
had already gone on two (2) MI-G sponsored rides.
Please mark March 22nd on your calendars as MI-G will be having our Anniversary Party at Brann's
Restaurant, 4157 Division Ave S. Wyoming MI. 49548. 5:00pm Social Hour, 6:-7:00pm Dinner, 7:00pm-till ? Fellowship, Door prizes and 50/50. For reservations please contact either bosticez1@sbcglobal.net or Harry & Marcia Emmert at 616-363-2159, RSVP by March 15.
With nothing new to report, I'll sign off for now. Remember, Spring in just around the corner. If you'd
like to learn more about MI-G, please visit us at http://www.gwrra-mi-g.org/.

MOTORCYCLE WISDOM
You start the game of life with a full pot of luck and an empty pot of experience. The
object is to fill the pot of experience before you empty the pot of luck.

MICHIGAN MARCH EVENTS
DATE

EVENT

CHAPTER

PLACE

2

Spring Officer’s Meeting

State

Bay City

19

Chilli Cook-Off

Chapter V

Freeland

23 I

nstallation of ACD

Chapter Z

Cheboygan

23

Anniversary Party

Chapter G

Grand Rapids

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY

Gary and Carol Williams Chapter J
District Couple of the Year 2014

Saying Goodbye to
Gerald (Farmer) and Terri Rodgers
Assistant District Directors and Goodies
as they step down.

FOR 2013, Chapter V wins the title of
CHAPTER OF THE YEAR

Eddie and Charlene COY’s S-2 enjoy
their little stroll through the Bay Valley
Nursing Home, It looks like Eddy had a
little accident…and looking at Charlene’s foot, she did too!

Margo and Gary McMillan W-2 talking to
Claudia Ellison, also of W-2
as they enjoy Margo’s first Wingless

Gayle Nichols Q-2 parades around with
her walker filled with lollipops at Wing-

Bob Scott J-2 performs a tonsillectomy on Dandy Don F-2 while
Sandy and Clark Wentz J-2 assist
during a skit at Wingless

Kathy Beech G-2, Cindy Bennett, Sherry
Birchmeier and Candy Dressler all of V-2 are
enjoing making butterfly coaster at the Craft
Seminar during Wingless Weekend

Bob Natter, Kim Bargeron, and Bruce Thayer
enjoy a little cutting up in a skit Saturday night
after dinner.

Nurse Lucious (Audrey Holmes and Dr. Makum Feelgood (Larry Terryn) checks out
Doug to see if he has a heart. They did recommend a transplant as soon as possible. . .

W-2’s entry in the centerpiece contest.
All the entries took a lot of thought
putting them together
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