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Chapter Happenings – We have started riding again.

Please

give restaurant suggestions to Mike or Roland.
This week (June 23) we will ride to The Back Lot, 425 Michigan St, Petoskey.
There is covered seating at Happy’s Taco Shop. There are several food trucks there
including Venture Coney Island, Mim’s Mobile Grill, Cheese & Company, Full
Moon Pizza, and The Real Deal Fish & Chips. I’ve heard there is ice cream, but I
didn’t see it listed on the website. The ride list for the remaining Tuesdays in June
and July is found later.
The Section Campout is July 24-26 at Big Cedar Campground in Germfast. Their
phone number is 906-586-6684. Bring a dish to pass for the Saturday evening
meal. Please let Mike know if you are planning to come.
We will have our monthly gathering at the Pavilion in Alanson next Sunday, June
28 at 1:00. The chapter will furnish meat and buns. Please bring a dish to pass.
Carol is making potato salad – yum. She is also bringing cookies – yum again.
Jennifer will bring a salad.
Recently Mike and Carol saw Rick Ambreen who had lung replacement surgery.
Mike and Carol are excited to report Rick is doing very well and looks very good.
Sue Jessick has a birthday coming up on June 29.

2020 Upcoming Events –
Wing Ding, which was to be held in Springfield, MO, from 6/30-7/4/2020, is
cancelled.
The health and wellness of our members is of the utmost importance as an
association, and appreciate your support and understanding of the current
situation. If you require any additional assistance, please don’t hesitate to
reach out to our Home Office at 800-843-9460
or memberservices@gwrra.org.

Abel Gallardo
CEO, GWRRA

The Michigan District Rally is still scheduled. The dates and location are
August 13 – 15, at the fairground in Evart, MI. The registration form can be
found later in the newsletter and online at gwrra-mi.org. Click on the
Events tab.

2020 Dinner Schedule
Date
June 23
June 30
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Place
Back Lot
Ponderosa
Buster’s
Brown Bag
Bob’s Place
Culver

Location
Petoskey
Gaylord
Boyne City
Boyne Falls
Alanson
Petoskey

Phone
231-881-9933
989-448-8665
231-459-4244
231-203-2176

Rider Ed Happy Social Distancing,
Rider Courses have been scheduled now that the educational system has been given guidelines
for COVID-19 requirements. The registration form is attached; it is also available on the
GWRRA MI website. We are excited to finally be able to help others with motorcycle safety.
We have purchased disposable masks and hand sanitizers and are prepared to work with all of
you to practice safe social distancing in a learning atmosphere.
The social season has begun, so here are some reminders/tips for group riding.
Try to keep your group manageable — between five and seven riders is a good size. If necessary,
break up large groups into smaller ones.
Good leaders will be watching their mirrors, and will wait until there is a large enough space for
the whole group to move over. Sometimes that’s just not possible, in which case the riders make
individual lane changes, returning to their positions within the new lane. Maintain your speed
when changing lanes! Remember that there are riders behind you who need to move over as
well.
Communication, including having the leader activate his or her turn signals early is crucial;
following riders should also use their signals, essentially passing the message back. Some groups
also like to use hand signals for upcoming turns: left arm straight out to the side for a left turn,
left arm raised at a 90-degree angle for a right turn. Below is a chart from the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation showing some other common hand signals. Each group has their own way of
communicating, so don’t be afraid to ask before you leave!
Never blindly follow riders ahead of you when they pull out to pass a car. Move over to the left
portion of the lane and wait until you have a clear view of the road ahead. That may mean
waiting until the rider in front of you is safely back in the lane ahead of the vehicle you’re
passing. Then check your mirror to make sure another speed demon isn’t trying to make the pass
from behind you.
Being passed by a single vehicle is easy: just let them go. There may be times when the vehicle
doesn’t have the room to get around the whole group in one go. Don’t take offense, even if
they’re obviously just being impatient. Open up a space and let them back in. There’s no sense in
riding too close and putting yourself and the rest of your group in danger.
Each group has its own procedure for staying together, and it’s something that should be
discussed before you leave. Some groups prefer to stay in a pack at all times, with the leader
pulling over immediately if you get separated, for example at a red light. Others, especially on
long trips or when riding off-road, use the buddy system or back-marker technique. When
approaching a turn or confusing intersection, check your mirrors. If you don’t see the rider
behind you, pull over and wait.

Now that you’ve got the basics down, let’s talk about being a better group rider.
This is something you should be practicing anytime you’re on the bike, not just in a group.
You’re always scanning ahead, checking your mirrors and watching the patterns of other drivers,
right? Don’t get lazy just because you’re surrounded by your “pack!” Watch your leader. If your
group is stuck behind a slow-moving vehicle and the leader starts to peer around them, you can
guess that a pass is imminent. Be ready to change lanes or pass quickly, safely and efficiently,
keeping the whole group moving. If you’re on a multi-lane highway, the sweep rider could move
over early and “set a pick” for the riders ahead, keeping the lane open for them to easily slide
over. When Dennis first did this as a tail gunner while Felicia was on the bike with him, it
brought back memories of her growing up on the farm and following tractors and implements
home after dark or on busy roads. She used to “set a pick” for her father and brothers on M-53 in
the Kinde area so they could turn onto Oak Beach Road to go home from some of their fields!
Look farther than 20 feet ahead of you. See that “stale” green traffic light that could be getting
ready to turn yellow? Be prepared for the rider in front of you to hit the brakes if the light
changes. See the guy in the SUV in the next lane over, slowing down and looking over his
shoulder? He likely wants to change lanes — keep an eye on him, and consider slowing to let
him in.
Group riding rules are not always black and white. For example, on long highway stretches it’s
common for the group to spread out as everyone finds their own pace. Just be sure that you
follow your group’s established procedure for back marking at turns. In areas of heavy traffic
and slow speeds, try to keep your formation tight. Don’t be “that rider,” who dawdles and allows
large gaps to form between you and the rider(s) ahead, then bolts through yellow lights at the last
second, leaving those behind high and dry or forced to attempt to make the light.
Ultimately, we are all responsible for ourselves and only ourselves. Even though you’re in a
group of other riders, you alone are in control of your bike and are therefore on a solo ride. If the
group is doing stuff that makes you uncomfortable, don’t do it. Ride your own pace, don’t run
the red light even though the two riders ahead of you did, and if you need to take a break, signal
to your group and pull over. And don’t attempt an unsafe pass — your group won’t leave you
behind.

This chart from the Motorcycle Safety Foundation shows common hand signals used in group
riding.
Attached, also you will find the C-SEA qualifications and responsibilities. National Office is
starting to question this position as it does not seem to be meeting the members’ needs. We
personally think that re-evaluation of some decisions made in Rider Education is not a bad idea.
Ride safe together and enjoy the friends and families we’ve missed over the past months,
Dennis and Felicia
MI-DE

2020
MICHIGAN RIDER EDUCATION
RIDER COURSE REGISTRATION
GWRRA 1-UP/2-UP ARC (Advanced Rider
Course)
GWRRA 1-UP/2-UP TRC (Trike Rider Course)
GWRRA 1-UP/2-UP SRC (Side Car Rider
Course)
GWRRA 1-UP/2-UP AORC (Add On Rider
Course)
Grayling
July 11
ARC
TRC

Sault Ste Marie
August 1
ARC
TRC

Evart at the Rally
August 14
TRC-R
8:30 am-12:30 pm

All classes – ARC, TRC, AORC, ARC-R, TRC-R, and SRC– allow 1-up or 2-up training.
All participants must wear full riding gear: DOT helmet, eye protection, full finger gloves, long
sleeves, long pants and over-the-ankle boots or shoes.
ARC, TRC, AORC, and SRC Courses include Classroom and Range instruction. Pontiac ARC course and
Evart TRC course will be range only. These classes are for re-certification only.
All Riders must bring to class: valid operator license with motorcycle endorsement,
current vehicle registration, and current proof of insurance.
Confirmation Emails will be sent out about two (2) weeks before the requested course, and will indicate
your Class Times and Locations. Classroom starts at 8:30 a.m.
COURSES WILL TAKE PLACE RAIN OR SHINE
GWRRA members - $35.00 Donation per bike per class
Make check payable to: GWRRA-MI

14 days notice required for cancellations and refunds

Rider ________________________ Drivers License #_____________________
Co-Rider ______________________
Address
________________________________________________________
GWRRA Member #_____________ Chapter________ Phone #_____________
Motorcycle Insurance Co.__________________Policy #___________________
Email Address _______________________________________________________
Please Note: Courses may change and/or be cancelled based on participation.
Mail completed registration form and $35.00 donation to:
Dennis Schulte 1498 Sand Beach Rd. Bad Axe, MI 48413
Make check payable to: GWRRA DISTRICT-MI
If you have questions, contact MI District Educator,
Dennis Schulte, at 989-415-7496, or michridered@gmail.com

CHAPTER SKILL ENHANCEMENT
ADVISOR
Job Summary
The role of Chapter Skill Enhancement Advisor (CSEA) is to proactively support Member/Participant by providing
them with information they can consider on ways to become skilled, prepared and safer riders and co-riders.

Encouraged Responsibilities
•
•
•
•
•

Serve as an example by being actively engaged in the Levels Program.
Monthly, or as often as possible and weather permitting based on Members interest, put on an on-bike skills
day with skill practice, bike games for riders and co-riders.
Team with the Chapter Ride Coordinator to promote the importance of best riding practices at chapter
gatherings, rides and events.
Utilize the quarterly Chapter Levels Report provided by the District Educator to support the Members and
assist them in achieving milestones and earning recognition.
Communicate directly with the District Educator to advocate for classes and courses to serve any chapter
participant with an interest in progressing in the levels program, becoming a more proficient rider and being
better prepared to respond to emergency situations.

Qualifications and Skills
The Chapter Skill Enhancement Advisor:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

is not an officer; and the position is not mandatory.
has a basic knowledge of the GWRRA Rider Education Program
is appointed by the Chapter Director
is interviewed by the District Educator
completes a Confidentiality Agreement
is a current Level II Rider or Co-Rider
receives guidance and support from the District Educator
communicates with the District Educator directly, keeping the Chapter Director in the loop to assure the
needs of the chapter participants are met. Remember, the Chapter Skill Enhancement Adviser is an active
participant on the Chapter staff and primary direction comes from the Chapter Director
does not have access to the RE database and relies on the District Educator for the information.

Goal: To provide the membership with the basic support needed to participate meaningfully and successfully in the
GWRRA Rider Education Program at the Chapter level.

Susan Huttman-Director RE Program

Approved by GWRRA

August 28, 2019

Let your motorcycle friends know about the Trial Membership.

