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Hello Friends and Family,
Well, October is here-love the crisp days and cool nights. The golden leaves are a promise of
more beauty to come. We had a wonderful Anniversary Party and we would love to thank all
of you that attended. You take months to plan and you just hope it all comes out well. By the
pictures that where taken it looks like a success. Dan and I Would like to thank you all again!
We believe there will be a few more nice days to ride. The beautiful colors in Michigan are
fabulous, and we need to enjoy these days. We will be doing lunch rides during the month of
October. On October 5th ,lunch will be at noon at MJ’s in Houghton Lake. Oct. 12th will be at
Buck’s in West Branch. If it’s a nice day after lunch, a ride would be nice to see the colors in
West Branch, and maybe ice cream afterwards. Oct. 21st we will meet at Family Fare in
Houghton Lake at 10am. Tom Rose would like to lead a ride to the Tunnel Of Trees. Lunch at
Legs Inn. Oct. 26th we will go to Rose City Café in Rose City. That will be our last lunch for
the year. With the holidays coming up it’s going to be a busy time!
Dan and I will be stepping down in December, it was a great 4 years, as Chapter Directors, but
we are not going any where, we’ll still be GWRRA members, and will ride and camp. We just
need to spend some time fulfilling our bucket list. Thank you to all that have been there for us
these last four years!!
This will be our last newsletter, so enjoy your holidays-share them with your friends and family .
Dan and Loraine

Theresa Greer
Assistant Chapter Director

October 2021
Hi Everyone
Well, here it is September and the weather is not doing the best.
Today it is 54 degrees-not good!
I hope that there will be more warm weather, it’s too early for
cold weather, our bikers want to ride some more.
I hope soon that I will be able to go out more and see my
friends at Chapter Y.
Sounds like the Chapter had some good rides and enjoyed the
restaurants they went to.
It is nice to hear from some of Chapter Y friends on the phone.
I am trying to keep up my spirits so one day I will be able to
go somewhere.
Everyone have a great day!!!!!
Theresa I
A/CD Chapter Y

Rider Education
Family,
It has been so great to see so many of you this year during chapter events, rider courses, and the rally. The fall
officers’ meeting will be soon and we can’t wait for another chance to meet up.
An interesting safety issue was brought up to us about the number of accidents involving motorcycles on the
Blue Ridge Parkway this year. I gathered some possible reasons for these accidents from numerous articles I
found on-line.
Narrow road shoulders
Curves that become more tight instead of widening out
Riding side by side in groups
Unsafe driving by other vehicles
Unsafe road surface and hazards
So how can we prepare for these challenges? I was grateful when I saw that the Blue Ridge Parkway website
did have specific links for motorcyclists, including posting the maximum speed limit of 45 mph (dropping to
35 mph in more developed areas) and the requirement of wearing a helmet. I would guess that although some
of us research new areas we will be visiting, we probably don’t go into the detail that is actually provided
through the motorcyclist links available from the Parkway website of https://www.blueridgeparkway.org.
So, of the listed dangers, what can we prepare for? We all know how to ride in groups, we all know to watch
out for other vehicles, and we all know to be more cautious when road hazards are common and when road
surfaces are changing due to weather. That does not mean that we should become complacent or not keep up
with our skills. In 2019, there were 349 motor vehicle crashes, with five involving motorcycles.
Some of the links go into detail regarding the design and construction of the Parkway and that it was done long
ago. One of the design flaws for motorcyclists is that curves get tighter as you go through, which is the exact
opposite of standard highways and roads that have a radius that never changes. The narrow road shoulders are
also not common on standard highways and roads. To me, these would be considered design flaws to the parkway that would cause danger to everyone.
There are actually an unequal amount of motorcycle crashes in this area compared to motorcycle owners in the
area; a large percentage of these riders are from out of town. Losing control while riding uphill curves, colliding with other vehicles that are stopped or slowed to look at the view, losing control due to over-correcting,
high rates of speed, are all considered causes to the accidents I reviewed online. Overlooks and access points
are also a cause of all accidents, not just motorcyclists. Pulling in and out of these does cause issues, even
though one would hope it would be safer to pull over out of the way to view the beautiful scenery. Could lack
of attention to the road be another motorcycle accident cause?
To also give you some idea of the background of the parkway, there are 469 miles from the Shenandoah National Park in Virginia to the entrance of the Great Smokies in North Carolina. The Parkway was the first national rural parkway and was discussed in 1933, designed, and constructed for a leisure-type driving experience. It is recognized around the world as an international example of landscape and engineering design with
a roadway that lies easily on the land and blends into the landscape. Fourteen million people visited the parkway in 2020 while passing through its 29 counties and bringing $980 million to the nearby communities.
The research makes me want to go visit, but I would definitely like a safer way to see what must be some glorious scenery. It doesn’t sound as though hiking or bicycle riding is much safer, although there seems to be a
lot of that there, also.
Stay safe,
Dennis and Felicia
Michigan Senior District Educators

CLASSIFIEDS
That piece of metal lying around in the garage taking up space could be sold. Just contact Ron and give him the details. Can’t beat the cost of the ad, so start rummaging
around and put your ad in our newsletter. Contact Ron 810-397-7318
****

If you have a restaurant you want to try, let us know and we will try to schedule it ASAP. We

need your input in order to make our dinners enjoyable for all. If you have a suggestion please
let Dan know at 989-329-7528
Just a reminder-We have our gathering at Fred’s Restaurant in Roscommon, from May thru
September. It is on the Second Monday of the month. We meet at 10:00am and have lunch after.
Hope to see you all there.
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MJ’s Houghton
lake eat at noon
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Columbus
Day

Buck’s West
Branch eat at
noon
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Tunnel of Trees
10am Family fare
Tom Rose leads

24

25
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28

Rose City Café
Rose City
Eat at noon

31
Halloween

7-Ted Sergent
14-Phyllis Hines
17 Theresa Greer
29-Cheryl Allumi

18-Ted and Rose Sergent

SPONSOR’S ADS

Our sponsors support our newsletter.
Please support their businesses whenever possible.

Randy’s Family
Restaurant

Corner of M-18 and Co. Rd. 100
Daily Breakfast Specials
Home of Randy’s Country Breakfast
Randy & Terri Nugent
Owners
989-202-4922

Houghton Lake, MI, 989-366-1441

Winter
Sun –Thurs 7am-7pm
Fri-Sat. 7am-8pm

36th Annual
Anniversary
Party
September
2021

36th Annual Anniversary Party Chapter Y

Dan & Loraine Sparks
8744 E. West Branch Rd.
St. Helen, MI 48656

