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Hello Wingers,
I can’t believe it’s July already, the last couple of weeks in June you would have thought it was
the beginning of fall, not summer. But I’m sure the weather will get better. We have so much to
look forward to. Remember July 22 – 25 is our Northern Section Campout in Curtis. If you are
planning on coming please bring a dish to pass, one night Phil and Char are providing dinner.
In July our first luncheon on the 6th will be at MJ’s. Dan and I won’t be there. It’s our family
gathering at our home for the 4th, have been doing this since 1994. We love it and can’t wait for
that week every year. Our gathering is at Fred’s on July 12th at 10am-hope to see you all there. If
it’s a beautiful day and you ride your bike, after lunch we could go for a ride and get Ice Cream.
We only have July to sell our Rainbow Connection Tickets. We have 900 left so please think
about helping. Ask your friends and family. Come get them at our home or the gathering. PLEASE!!
There was 5 couples from our chapter that attended the Biker Bash in St. Louis Campground, put
on by Chapter-V . We had a great time, won a few things, and best of all spent time with friends
from other chapters. Don’t forget to sign up for the State Rally Aug. 19 – 21st at the same park, St.
Louis. It’s a beautiful park filled with trees for shade and the bathrooms are very clean. They
have rooms to rent, cabins, and a house. I heard you all wanted to have the Amish Dinner so I
scheduled it for Aug. 28th at 4pm. So if you plan to attend it’s 15.00 a person. Head count and
money is needed by Aug. 15th-please. Our Anniversary party is on Sept. 25th this year and I need
help with center pieces. So put your thinking caps on ladies, we could take a road trip to get supplies at a hobby shop. Also Dan and I would like to have a luncheon at our home July 27 th for the
Chapter. We will provide Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Chips, water and pop. Please bring a dish to
pass and RSVP by July 21st Please.
We hope everyone has a great 4th, be safe.
Dan and Loraine

Rider Education
Excitement everywhere,
Everywhere you look, chapters have events and rides planned. Safari rides seem to be in full swing again. Socialization and being
outdoors—no better way to spend the summer. What a difference from one year ago!
Check out Rider Education—Informative, Fun, and Different at http://gwrra.org/regional/ridered/RE_Extra.html. There are some
very short safety videos and some information on MFA.
I spent a couple hours looking at the USDOT website last weekend. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has put
together data from 2019 and released it in some fact sheets. One of the Traffic Safety Fact is entitled Older Population and states
that for the purpose of this fact sheet, the term older refers to people 65 and older. I’m just under that, till the end of the year, but
reading these made me wonder about the direction the statistics show we’re going in as drivers. The next two paragraphs show statistics for all vehicles, not just motorcycles.
16 percent of the total population of the U.S. in 2019 were 65 and older, so take that into account. Older male driver fatalities increased by 39 percent from 2010 to 2019. Older female driver fatalities increased by 12 percent. Older people made up 20 percent
of all traffic fatalities in 2019. The state with the highest number of fatalities of people 65 years and older was Florida, compared to
the District of Columbia with the fewest.
Under the category of drivers who had blood alcohol contents of .08 g/dl or higher and were involved in fatal crashes in 2019:
20% passenger cars
19% light trucks
2% large trucks
29% motorcyclists
Now for some information from the Motorcycles Fact Sheet published in April, 2021 by the USDOT for the year 2019. Thirty percent of motorcycle riders involved in fatal crashes were riding without valid motorcycle licenses. Forty two percent of motorcycle
riders who died in single-vehicles crashes were alcohol-impaired. 57% of motorcyclists killed in states without universal helmet
laws were not wearing helmets. 9% of motorcyclists killed in states with universal helmet laws were not wearing helmets. Two
wheeled motorcycles accounted for 91% of all motorcycles involved in fatal crashes.
Only 34% of the 2019 motorcycle accidents occurred at intersections, which correlates to 66% did not occur at intersections. 91%
occurred on non-interstate roads compared to 9% on interstates. 76% of the fatal motorcycle crashes involving two vehicles were
struck in the front, with only 7% struck in the rear.
Now for the different types of vehicles involved in fatal crashes in 2019:
33% of motorcycle riders involved in fatal crashes were speeding
19% of passenger car drivers involved in fatal crashes were speeding
15% of light truck drivers involved in fatal crashes were speeding
8% of large truck drivers involved in fatal crashes were speeding
In 2019, there were 5,014 motorcyclist fatalities, with 39% unhelmeted. Motorcyclists injured in 2019 were 84,000. 94% of the
motorcyclists killed in traffics were riders and 6% were passengers.
Overall rate of DOT-compliant motorcycle helmet use in the U.S. was 70.8% in 2019.
Get your motorcycle license, keep your motorcycle license current, don’t drink and drive, don’t speed, and keep us all safer!
Don’t forget—Rider Courses and MFA are still happening and have been going well. Send in your requests; 2021 is looking so
much better than 2020.
Hope to see you at Wing Ding. We’ll be there, though Felicia looked at the temperature in Springfield yesterday on her phone and
thought 91 degrees was going to be a little uncomfortable. Since it’s our only one-week vacation each year, we may be indoors
more than out.
Ride Safe,
Dennis and Felicia Schulte
MI Senior District Educator

CLASSIFIEDS
That piece of metal lying around in the garage taking up space could be sold. Just contact Ron and give him the details. Can’t beat the cost of the ad, so start rummaging
around and put your ad in our newsletter. Contact Ron 810-397-7318
****

If you have a restaurant you want to try, let us know and we will try to schedule it ASAP. We

need your input in order to make our dinners enjoyable for all. If you have a suggestion please
let Dan know at 989-329-7528
Just a reminder-We have our gathering at Fred’s Restaurant in Roscommon, from May thru
September. It is on the Second Monday of the month. We meet at 10:00am and have lunch after.
Hope to see you all there.
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SPONSOR’S ADS

Our sponsors support our newsletter.
Please support their businesses whenever possible.

Randy’s Family
Restaurant

Corner of M-18 and Co. Rd. 100
Daily Breakfast Specials
Home of Randy’s Country Breakfast
Randy & Terri Nugent
Owners
989-202-4922

Houghton Lake, MI, 989-366-1441

Winter
Sun –Thurs 7am-7pm
Fri-Sat. 7am-8pm

Biker
Bash
St Louis
Michigan

Duane’s in Falmouth
And
MJ’s in Houghton Lake

Dan & Loraine Sparks
8744 E. West Branch Rd.
St. Helen, MI 48656

