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Dan & Loraine Sparks
Chapter Directors
Chapter Y
Wings of the North

May is here-the flowers are blooming and the trees are getting their leaves.
Michigan is starting to look like our beautiful state. The weather will
be getting warmer, so let’s start riding!
We want to Thank Tom Rose for setting up lunches in April, while we
were still in Florida. A few of the restaurants are not open on Tuesday or
Wednesday due to Covid 19. They don’t get enough people eating out to
pay the bills. That is also true with Fred’s where we have our gathering,
so we are having our first gathering at Fred’s Monday May 10th.
First campout is May 14-16 at St. Louis Camp ground. After May 1st they
will be taking reservations, so call 989-681-2581. We are also having
the Officer’s Meeting there on Saturday May 15th at 10am. Sure would
love to see everyone, it’s been a long year!!
Earl and Bobbi (J-2) are having a Motorist Awareness Program May 15th
From 2-6pm at City Park, Clare Michigan on Beech Rd and Fourth.
Please RSVP by May 14th, call Bobbi 989-313-9080.
Last month I said the Blarney Bash was going to be at a later date, but
it has been canceled.
When you’re calling St Louis Campground, don’t forget June 11–12 it’s Chapter-V’s
Biker Bash-which is always so much fun!!
If you’re going to Wing Ding, it’s June 30 - July 3rd, in Springfield, Missouri.
Michigan does Pre-Registration booth on Friday July 2nd. Please take an
hour of your time to offer your services, great time to meet many people.
The Northern Section Campout is in Curtis at the Log Cabin Resort, if you
think you’re going make a reservation, sites are going FAST. Call 906-586-9732
This will be July 22 – 25th. By the way, Chapter Z is canceling their campout
this year, it was June 4-6th.
I know I’m putting a lot down about the campouts but the sites are filling up FAST.
We have 2,000 Rainbow Connection Tickets to sell again this year. We did great
last year so please feel free to ask for some.
Really excited for our first gathering Monday May 10th at Fred’s. Hoping to see many!!!
HAPPY MOTHERS DAY TO ALL!
Dan and Loraine

Theresa Greer
Assistant Chapter Director

Hi Everyone,

May 2021

Glad to see our friends coming back from Florida.
It’s bad that the weather isn't as nice as it was in Florida. I
can't believe that we are still having snow flurries.
We had one week where it was in the 60's then everything
went back to cold weather.
I had my surgery it went good, but having to stay away from
stores and people is hard, but as long as I will be healthy again, I will
do what I am supposed to.
I have to thank my good friend Ruth for keeping in touch with me on
the phone and sending me cards, which makes my days a lot
brighter.
I hope the weather gets warmer and all bike riders will be able
to start riding their bikes.
I wish all the Moms Happy Mother’s Day on May 9th.
Theresa I
A/CD Chapter Y

Rider Education
Covid-19 in 2021,
We both were diagnosed with Covid through a rapid test the first week of April, so depending upon what you
believe in, we are not contagious because we are out of quarantine and have a small(er) chance of acquiring it
again. Felicia will tell you what/whom she believes in if you ask her, and no, it is not any politician
And
yes, we wear our masks and haven’t gone to any event/vacation in sooooo long.
May 8 is Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Day. Our governor has been too busy last year and probably will
be again this year to proclaim the day, send out a press release, etc. But please remember this day IS about all
of us; for us to be safe, others need to be aware!
During tonight’s Rider Education Zoom, we asked Susan Huttman, Director of Rider Education, for instructors to assist us with event days that we have been approved for from the event hosts. So we are putting out
the Rider Course Registration form. We do understand the timing has not gone well for anyone who wishes
to attend, due to circumstances beyond our control. Please don’t hold it against us—we really want to see you
on your bikes, practicing safety for everyone.
Each quarter we have been sending Chapter Directors a Rider Education database screenshot so that CD’s
may share, privately, any information a member of their chapter would like to know regarding their Levels. It
is a screenshot, which means it is by no means pretty or perfect. It shows the basics of what level each chapter member is at, whether they’ve expired or not, and what class(es) need to be taken to become current. We
brought up at the National Rider Education Zoom meeting tonight if someone who writes software programs
was available to help this be more user friendly to the Chapter Directors. There is a Rider Education webmaster, Sam Belinoski, who may be able to help so that as DE’s we can drop the screenshot into a spreadsheet
that will be easier to read and understand. We will keep you informed as to how that is going, and hope that if
it does become reality, it will gain more use.
My R.E. Information is of course, still available, for all of us to look at ourselves to see our own levels. This
was created by National Rider Education to help members to view their own Levels information.
http://re2.gwrra.org/login_mem.php
Your username is your GWRRA Member ID. Your password is the numbers in your address and your membership expiration date using two numbers for the month and two for the year.
For an example, my GWRRA membership card that I receive whenever I renew states that my Member Number is 000001 and that I am valid through 01/22. Since my address is 1498 Sand Beach Road, my user name
is 000001 and my password is 14980122. When I become a life member, my password will be 1498life.
Dennis and Felicia
MI-DE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE TO DISTRICT EDUCATORS, DISTRICT DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS
March 15, 2021
The GWRRA Rider Education Program Team continues to explore different ways we can better serve the Membership during our collective recovery from the unexpected challenges caused by Covid 19.
GWRRA Rider Education Program policy for any GWRRA Member in
the Levels Program who’s last on-bike course was “Range Only” requires
their next on-bike course to be a “Full” course (with both a classroom and
a range portion) to be eligible for level course fulfillment.
Due to the continued lack of classroom space available to accommodate
Federal, State and Local distancing guidelines, temporarily, any Member
with a rider course expiration on or after January 1, 2020 may renew their
Level by participating in another Range Only class until December 31st ,
2021.
Because many of us may be starting to ride again after a year or more,
this decision was made to make it possible for more Members to participate in the valuable on-bike skill practice necessary to ride safely and
proficiently.
We do encourage those Members able to attend a Full Rider Course when
offered to do so in support of your District’s Rider Education Program
and the Instructors who teach them. These courses are proven to be beneficial for all riders regardless of individual riding experience.
The RE Team posts all GWRRA Rider Education events submitted by
Districts including rider courses and MEDIC FIRST AID (MFA) on the
Association’s event page: http://gwrra.org/events/ where you can perform
a search to learn what is available in your area.
We also suggest Members contact their District Educator for more information about what will be available throughout the year. Please take advantage of any courses and classes available to you.

CLASSIFIEDS
That piece of metal lying around in the garage taking up space could be sold. Just contact Ron and give him the details. Can’t beat the cost of the ad, so start rummaging
around and put your ad in our newsletter. Contact Ron 810-397-7318
****

If you have a restaurant you want to try, let us know and we will try to schedule it ASAP. We

need your input in order to make our dinners enjoyable for all. If you have a suggestion please
let Dan know at 989-329-7528
Just a reminder-We have our gathering at Fred’s Restaurant in Roscommon, from May thru
September. It is on the second Tuesday of the month. We meet at 10:30am and have lunch after.
Hope to see you all there.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2
9
16

3
10

Gathering Fred’s
in Roscommon10am
Eat after meeting

17

23

24

30

31

6 JoAnn Ruby
19 Bob McConkie
22 Nancy Rose
27 Lou Anne Houser
31 Kris Pullen

4

5

6

7

8

11

12

13

14

15

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

MJ’s Houghton
Lk-meet at 11:30
Eat at noon

Randy’sHoughton Lk
Meet at 11:30
Eat at noon
Buck’s -West
Branch
Meet at 11:30
Eat at noon

17 Jim and Lou Anne Houser
22 Clark and Sandy Wentz
23 Niel and Lou Pifer

SPONSOR’S ADS

Our sponsors support our newsletter.
Please support their businesses whenever possible.

Randy’s Family
Restaurant

Corner of M-18 and Co. Rd. 100
Daily Breakfast Specials
Home of Randy’s Country Breakfast
Randy & Terri Nugent
Owners
989-202-4922

Houghton Lake, MI, 989-366-1441

Winter
Sun –Thurs 7am-7pm
Fri-Sat. 7am-8pm

Northern Clan

Buccilli’s
4-27-21

Dan & Loraine Sparks
8744 E. West Branch Rd.
St. Helen, MI 48656

