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Hello Wingers,
Well time is just flying by, I can’t believe it’s March already.
February was a nice warm month. Ron Tidball has taken us on
many lunch rides this month. A couple of the restaurants I found to
be great were Cody’s Roadhouse, and The Mason Jar. The rides
were great along with the company and food. THANK YOU Ron!!
Remember Wingless Weekend is March 6 & 7th. If you plan on
attending it is in a new place this year, Chelsea, Michigan. The
theme is 70’s Flower Power. I’m sure we all remember that time in
our lives.
Tuesday March 17th is St. Patrick’s Day. Did you know it originally
started as a Christian feast day celebrating the life of St. Patrick and
the spreading of Christianity in Ireland? So, if you have green beer
or corned beef and cabbage -Enjoy!
Weather should be getting better this month. You should be thinking
about riding in April. The snow birds will be coming home in April and
riding we be on their minds.
Enjoy Your Month
Be Safe
Dan & Loraine

Theresa Greer
Assistant Chapter Director

March 2020
Hi Friends,
No mention of winter:
Hopefully spring will be on its way. !!!!!
We are still having our lunches on Wednesdays, having fun and talking about
what everyone is doing in the snow.
I hope the friends in Florida are having good riding weather. Heard it was cool.
I saw one motorcycle on the road last week. The roads were clear, but it
could snow anytime.
Just want to remind you of Michigan District Wingless Weekend.
March 6th and 7th. The theme is 70's FLOWER POWER.
It is held at Comfort Inn and Village Conference Center
1645 Commerce Park Drive, Chelsea, Michigan.
I hope they will have a good turnout.
HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Friends
Theresa I
A/CD Chapter Y

Rider Education

We are getting closer to riding season; we even have a rider course scheduled! Once you’re out on the road,
you’ll come across many different riding situations. They will each require a different technique and mindset
to navigate through them safely. Taking a rider course gives you an amazing chance to practice techniques
that we promise will help you in so many different situations.
Center your waist and hips and body on the motorcycle seat. Your arms should stay slightly bent in a comfortable position with your elbows bent and near your body. Extending your arms away from your body causes fatigue; ride with them comfortably close to your body. Your knees should hug the fuel tank and your feet
should stay on the foot pegs so that they are near the controls and ready for any action if necessary.
Leaning a motorcycle while staying balanced is a complicated exercise. It requires moving your body to the
inside of the motorcycle seat, looking through the corner where you want to go, and a counter-steer to start
the initial lean. Leaning requires a certain amount of corner speed to find a balance on the motorcycle. Too
much of one, or not enough of the other, may mean you run through a corner or ride at the edge of the pavement.
Brake before you turn and keep each action separated. Braking before entering a turn compresses the front
suspension, and you want the force pushing down on the front tire to be complete so that the motorcycle
suspension goes back to a neutral position. You will then use the traction for cornering. It is also recommended to use both front and rear brake in a straight line as you approach the turn for maximum braking
possibility. Slightly rolling on the throttle will help balance the motorcycle suspension.
Look where you want to go. Keep your head up looking out. You can slightly turn your head if you want to
turn, and don’t just use your eyes to look where you want to go. You are going to constantly be scanning the
horizon for obstacles as you ride. You want to continually look where you want to go, and that is looking
through the turn. Don’t become target fixed on one object. You will tend to ride directly to it.
You are going to encounter traffic somewhere along your journey with other motorcycles, vehicles, and/or
big semi-trucks. Try to avoid riding directly next to another vehicle. Stay to the front or rear of them in case
either needs to swerve to miss debris in the road or to prevent an accident with another vehicle.

Use a two-second following distance. It gives you the reaction time required to adjust your position within
the lane or stop if needed. Something may enter your path of travel and you need somewhere to go immediately. This is considered an escape path. You need to continually be thinking of where you would go if
something enters your path and you need to maneuver around it. Keep your options open as you ride and
be prepared to change course if needed. Watch for guard rails on your right that may put you in danger of
being pinched between a vehicle and the barrier.
Intersections are where most accidents happen between a motorcyclist and another vehicle. It usually is a
case of the motorcyclist being unseen and the vehicle turning in front of it, causing an accident. As you approach an intersection on your motorcycle, you need to slow down slightly even if you have the right away.
Cover your controls in case you need to change directions through an escape path, or need to stop. You
should always assume that you aren’t seen and be ready to react to avoid a collision.
Hoping to see you all at Wingless Weekend! We spend most of our time at the Rider Education tables, but
there will be lots of games there to play with prizes of gift cards and chances to win some great items.
Dennis and Felicia,
MI District Educators

CLASSIFIEDS
That piece of metal lying around in the garage taking up space could be sold. Just contact Ron and give him the details. Can’t beat the cost of the ad, so start rummaging
around and put your ad in our newsletter. Contact Ron at 810-397-7318
****
****

2000 Yamaha 650 V-Star Classic, Saddle Bags, Windshield, New Tires,
Adult owned, Low Miles $2300 Call Jake 231-826-4204
****

1982 Yamaha 650 Maxim 4 Cylinder-shaft drive, low miles, adult
owned. Excellent condition $1500 Call Jake 231-826-4204

If you have a restaurant you want to try, let us know and we will try to schedule it ASAP. We

need your input in order to make our dinners enjoyable for all. If you have a suggestion please
let Dan know at 989-329-7528
Just a reminder-We have our gathering at Fred’s Restaurant in Roscommon, from May thru
September. It is on the second Tuesday of the month. We meet at 10:30am and have lunch after.
Hope to see you all there.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

22

23

24

29

30

31

1 Sheila Bailiff
1 Dale Sprague
6 Ginny Millspaugh
10 Sandy Wentz
12 Ray Overall
15 Ron Tidball
18 Dick Risse
26 Barb Farkas
27 Dan Sparks
28 Char Smock

17

St. Patrick’s
Day

Wed

4

Thu

Fri

Sat

Fred’s in Roscommon
Meet at 11:30
Eat at 12 noon

Chapter J-2
Gathering
7pm VFW
Clare

5

6

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

Back Door
Houghton Lk
Meet at 11:30
Eat at 12 noon

Buccilli’s
Houghton Lk
Meet at 11:30
Eat at 12 noon
Randy’s
Prudenville
Meet at 11:30
Eat at 12 Noon

7

Daylight Savings
Set clocks
ahead 1 hr

17 Mike and Cheryl Allumi

SPONSOR’S ADS

Our sponsors support our newsletter.
Please support their businesses whenever possible.

Randy’s Family
Restaurant

Corner of M-18 and Co. Rd. 100
Daily Breakfast Specials
Home of Randy’s Country Breakfast
Randy & Terri Nugent
Owners
989-202-4922

Houghton Lake, MI, 989-366-1441

Winter
Sun –Thurs 7am-7pm
Fri-Sat. 7am-8pm

Lunch at Mason Jar in Umatilla FL. 2-23-20

Mason Jar 2-23-20

Lunch at Cody’s Roadhouse in Crystal River FL.

Mason Jar 2-23-20

Lunch at Little Boots Feb. 12th

Raimbow on the Ride to Mason Jar

Dan & Loraine Sparks
8744 E. West Branch Rd.
St. Helen, MI 48656

