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Hello Wingers,
We just can't believe summer is almost over. This year it took so long
to get here, and Winter took so long to end. But we had some great
weather for riding in August, and lots of events.
The Biker Bash with Chapter-V was a blast. Had great food, games, and
best of all great friends. The weather could have been a little cooler.
The trip to Germfastk was beautiful, roads where nice and the weather was
great. Not too sure about the Mosquitoes, they where the worst. Thank-you
to Phil, Char, Neal, and Sue for the dinner our last night there. Everyone
brought sides and desserts. Gained a few more pounds that weekend.
Six couples in our chapter went to the State Rally. I believe there was 235
in total. I can remember when we first joined the Gold Wing Chapter and
went to a Rally in Midland there was a few thousand. Not sure what is
happening, everyone getting to old to join in that hurts.
The Amish Dinner had a great turn out 38 of us enjoyed some good eating.
We plan to do that again next year.
Dan and I are riding down to Wing Ding last fling of the summer. Hoping for
good weather NO rain. PLEASE
September is here and our Anniversary Party is on the 28th of September.
Admission $5.00 per person and a dish to pass. All funds given to food bank.
Help is needed by our chapter dishes to pass, goodies will need to be made
for our raffle. So please feel free to call me at 989-329-7533 and let me
know what you are bringing.
Last gathering I passed a sheet around for people to sign up on what you
where bringing. But if you didn't come you would not know, so please call.
Remember your chapter would love everyone to participate. So let's see
everyone come out.
Wishing you all the best, Dan and Loraine

Theresa Greer
Assistant Chapter Director

SEPTEMBER 2019
Hi Friends,
Hope everyone had a good time at the Michigan Rally, sounds
like the weather was good all the time. Members sent pictures on
Facebook and I enjoyed seeing all of them.
On July 13th Chapter Y had a surprise birthday party for Ruth
Porter, she is 90 years young. We had the party at Dan and Loraine Sparks house. The weather was nice, we did have a few
raindrops, but that was ok. A lot of members attended and we
were glad to see Wayne Burgess there. The food was great and so
was visiting with everyone. It sure was a great party for Ruth, and
she sure was surprised!
I am heading downstate to take care of my grandchildren, they are
ready to go back to School on the 26th of August.
Everyone ride safe and always have a good time on your bikes.
Friends, for Fun,Safety, & Knowledge
Theresa I
ACD for Chapter Y

Rider Education

Wing Ding!
We’ll be leaving a few days before Wing Ding to enjoy some time in Pigeon Forge, Gatlinburg, and on the
Tail of the Dragon before traveling to Nashville. Wing Ding is our one vacation each year, as our other vacation days from work are spent holding Rider Courses and working at Michigan’s Wingless Weekend and the
District Rally. This year for the first time we are adding in a few days just for us. Hope you are taking the
time to combine riding a motorcycle with vacation plans!
Congratulations to Mike Rainey, our newest master in Michigan at No. 10674. We have two more coming in
the mail from the National Office any day, Neil Feikema and Edmund McDougle. Please wish them well in
spreading the word about Riding W/AGAT.
The Levels Program is something we plan on bringing up at the Rider Education forum with the National
Rider Education staff. Without Chapter Educators, the interest in levels has dropped to the lowest levels
we’ve seen. The active Chapter Directors use the report we send them each year to generate interest, and we
do have a few that are helping members by having forms available and assisting in completion. We deeply
appreciate that, certainly until we can convince the National Office that there has got to be a better way.
Again, you can get the patches from us later (except for the Masters which comes from National Office) if
money is an issue. Being in the Levels Program costs nothing.
Remember, Level I is just a commitment to safety with no cost to sign up. If you want the Safe Miles patch,
Rider or Co-Rider Rocker, and a mileage pin, it is $6 made payable to GWRRA Michigan and the N.7 is to be
completed and signed by the member.
Level II is safety through education with a rider course and the co-rider either riding during the course or taking the Co-Rider Course given at the Michigan Rally, Michigan’s Wingless Weekend, Wing Ding, and in
many other states throughout the year, along with 5,000 safe miles. There is no cost to signup, but for $5 you
will receive a triangle patch signifying Level II attainment as either a Rider or a Co-Rider (made payable to
GWRRA Michigan) and the N.10 is to be completed and signed by the member.
Level III is safety through preparedness, which means you are certified to help save my life by having completed a First Aid or CPR training, along with being current in Level II. For $4 you will receive a Certified
Tour Rider bar or Certified Co-Rider bar (made payable to GWRRA Michigan) and the N.10 is to be completed and signed by the member.
Level IV is safety by enhanced commitment and preparedness. You must have been current in Level III for
one year, have 25,000 safe miles, and commit to wearing Proper Riding Gear at all times. There is no cost
for sign up, but the triangle patch for Level IV with your very own Master Rider number comes from National Office after we sign as approving and enter the information into the database. This costs $35, or if you
wish the black and gold patch, $43. That payment must come through us but must be made payable to GWRRA Masters Program along with the N.9 form being completed and signed by the member.

Howard Stob emailed us with an interesting topic to bring up at any chapter event. He noted a
conversation on the GL1800 Riders Forum. We looked it up, printed it out, and spent some
time researching US Department of Transportation reports on various patching composites and
procedures for repairing asphalt. The DOT regulations seem to focus on short preparation,
short cure time, adhesiveness, resistance to softening and flow, flexibility, resistance to aging
and weathering, and resistance to abrasion. We would guess that the budget and the asphalt
company bids would also influence what composite is used and the method that is used.
Not only does the type of composite used to repair make a big difference in how motorcycle
tires handle them, but whether that tar snake is short or long or contains depressions in the
middle or on the edges. Your tires will be more liking to slide in a turn and to try to follow the
snake instead of pop back out of that area. Silica sand placed over sealed surfaces does assist
in eliminating the slip and slide, but it is only a temporary measure. The use of recycled materials as an additive has expanded greatly in recent years.
What can we do? Pay attention and slow down when you do see them. Remember, each state
may use a different composite and some or no abrasive over it. Southern and western states
have more experience in the heat when they patch, but northern and eastern states have to
patch for the heat and the below zero temperatures in the winters. Depending upon how they
are patched and in what configuration, avoiding them may be possible with constant vigilance,
but do not swerve when other vehicles present.
Feel free to check it out for yourselves. Thanks to Howard for caring about all of our safety
by sharing important information!
Dennis and Felicia
MI-DE

CLASSIFIEDS
That piece of metal lying around in the garage taking up space could be sold. Just contact Ron and give him the details. Can’t beat the cost of the ad, so start rummaging
around and put your ad in our newsletter. Contact Ron at 810-397-7318
****
****

2000 Yamaha 650 V-Star Classic, Saddle Bags, Windshield, New Tires,
Adult owned, Low Miles $2300 Call Jake 231-826-4204
****

1982 Yamaha 650 Maxim 4 Cylinder-shaft drive, low miles, adult
owned. Excellent condition $1500 Call Jake 231-826-4204

If you have a restaurant you want to try, let us know and we will try to schedule it ASAP. We

need your input in order to make our dinners enjoyable for all. If you have a suggestion please
let Dan know at 989-329-7528
Just a reminder-We have our gathering at Fred’s Restaurant in Roscommon, from May thru
September. It is on the second Tuesday of the month. We meet at 10:30am and have lunch after.
Hope to see you all there.

September 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

3

Wed

Thu

4

5

Faull Inn in Rose
City-Denny leads
3pm Family Fare

8

9

Chap H
Campout-Canada

15

10

11

Fri

Sat

6

7

Chap H
Chap H
Campout-Canada Campout-Canada

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

Chap Y Gathering CJ’s Pinconning
Fred’s in RocomDan leads
mon10:30am
3pm Family Fare

16

17

18
Thunder Bay
River Rest-.Dave
leads 1:30pm FF

22

23

24

25
Linwood Corners
Dan leads-3pm
Family Fare

29

30

2 Linda Sergent
3 Rose Pratt
4 Neil Pifer
10 Mary Sprague
16 Karen Alexander
18 Mike Allumi
19 Ruth Gravlin
23 Rose Sergent

Chapter Y Anniversary Party
4pm-9pm

FF-Family
Fare

8 John and Barb Farkas
13 Ed and Sheila Bailiff

SPONSOR’S ADS

Our sponsors support our newsletter.
Please support their businesses whenever possible.

Randy’s Family
Restaurant

Corner of M-18 and Co. Rd. 100
Daily Breakfast Specials
Home of Randy’s Country Breakfast
Randy & Terri Nugent
Owners
989-202-4922

Houghton Lake, MI, 989-366-1441

Winter
Sun –Thurs 7am-7pm
Fri-Sat. 7am-8pm

Kitch-iti-Kipi-Germfask

Michigan Rally-Evart

Michigan Rally
Evart

Countryside Dinners

GWRRA
Chapter Y's 34th Anniversary Party
Saturday
September 28, 2019
Ogemaw Township Hall
1990 Gray Rd
West Branch, Michigan 48661
4pm to 9pm 5pm Dinner
All Funds Given to Food Bank

Chapter to provide the Meat and Dessert

Admission: $5 per person and a dish to pass-no desserts
Pay at the Door
NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Bike Races
50/50 Drawing
Goodies Raffle, lots of Fun
Contact-Dan Sparks-989-329-7528
Loraine Sparks-989-329-7533
lorainesparks@gmail.com

Chapter Y’s 34th Annual
Anniversary Party

DIRECTIONS TO HALL:
Take I-75 to the 215 Exit (M-55). Then, if coming from the South- turn right towards Downtown West Branch ( if coming from the North turn left). Go under
overpass and continue approx. 1 mile to the first cross Road. This will be Gray
Rd. Turn left, first building to the left is the hall. Across the street is a Methodist
Church. If you get to either car dealership, or a strip mall, you have gone 1 block
too far. The hall is located west of Downtown West Branch and East of Exit 215.

Dan & Loraine Sparks
8744 E. West Branch Rd.
St. Helen, MI 48656

